Sherburne County, MN
Population: 96,208

Sherburne County is located near the center of Minnesota and is one of the youngest and fastest
growing counties in the state. The County is home to approximately 96,208 residents and is the 12th
largest county by population. Crime, taxes, and housing prices are all relatively low making it
attractive to younger families and workers. Sherburne County is located in the rapidly growing area
between the St. Cloud and Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Statistical Areas. It is uniquely positioned
to support the southeast expansion of the St. Cloud area and the northwest expansion of the
Minneapolis-St. Paul area.
Sherburne County is committed to helping businesses from all sectors find the sites, workforce, and
resources they need to thrive. A variety of successful businesses, industrial parks, and active
economic development authorities support development activity. Sherburne County has developed
strong relationships with local workforce training centers where employees can find the right
opportunities to utilize their skills, and business owners can find the right people to meet their needs.
Major industries in Sherburne County include utilities, fabricated metal product manufacturing,
machinery manufacturing, plastics and rubber manufacturing, furniture and related product
manufacturing, other manufacturing, healthcare, and retail. Some of the largest private employers in
the County include Crystal Cabinets in Princeton, Guardians Angels of Elk River, Cargill Kitchen
Solutions in Big Lake, and Saint Benedict’s Care Center in St. Cloud.

-To provide the necessary services in a cost effective manner to support quality of life for Sherburne County citizens-

THE COMMUNITIES
Sherburne County is comprised of seven cities, 10 townships, and six unincorporated communities.
As the County seat of Sherburne County, Elk River is home to 24,891 residents. The City of Elk River
was designated as “Energy City” in 1997 to serve as the geographical
focal point for demonstration of efficient and renewable energy
products and a Beyond the Yellow Ribbon certified city in 2012 to
help connect service members to vital community resources
before, during, and after deployment.
Big Lake, with a population of 11,456, is a rapidly growing
community with a tremendous labor force and easy access to major roads. With the launch of the
NorthStar Commuter Rail, travel and transportation is even more convenient as the rail offers service
between Big Lake and downtown Minneapolis with stops in Elk River, Ramsey, Anoka, Coon Rapids, and
Fridley. The City is populated primarily by young families who value the quality of life that this City has to
offer.
Zimmerman, with a population of 5,734, is known as a great place to raise a family. Zimmerman offers a
diverse housing market and a growing base of professional, retail, skilled, and semi-skilled job
opportunities.
The City of Becker is situated between the Mississippi River and Elk River. Since 2000, Becker’s
population has increased by more than 70 percent. Becker’s current population is 4,856. The City is
home to engaged citizens and a rich and diverse community image and identity. Becker is an energy
rich community with a variety of amenities to support large scale industrial and manufacturing
businesses, local agricultural companies, and small locally owned businesses. Xcel Energy’s “Sherco”
base-load power plant is located within the City of Becker.
Princeton is a city in both Sherburne and Mille Lacs Counties. With a
population of 4,728, the City is located on the scenic Rum River.
Princeton is a community that embraces its rich and full history, yet
welcomes growth opportunities. Princeton boasts a thriving and growing
Industrial Park that is home to several successful businesses. The City
has many conveniences found in larger cities such as a great hospital,
multiple senior care and living facilities, an incredible school system,
and the Princeton Municipal Airport.

With the majority of the City lying in Stearns County, the City of St. Cloud is part of Sherburne County and
is home to approximately 67,889 residents. St. Cloud has been named a “Most Family Friendly City” by
Readers Digest, a “Top Winter City” by Livability.com, and a “Healthiest Hometown” by AARP, and the
list goes on. St. Cloud is one of Minnesota’s fastest growing metropolitan areas and is a regional hub for
education, health services, and recreation.
The City of Clear Lake was established more than 100 years ago and has maintained its rural identity.
Clear Lake has been experiencing new growth and development in recent years, and they expect the
trend to continue and bring a diverse and vital population with new businesses and job opportunities.
The City is home to 619 residents.
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
Students of Sherburne County are afforded public education through a number of different school
districts throughout the County. The high school programs are consistently recognized as among the
finest in the state, and the percentage of graduating students ranks among the highest in the country.
Independent School District 728 of Elk River, Otsego, Rogers, and Zimmerman is the eighth largest
school district in Minnesota and serves more than 13,000 students from a number of different
communities. Within ISD 728, there are ten elementary schools, five middle schools, and four high
schools.
Comprised of one high school, one middle school, one intermediate
school, and one primary school, Big Lake Schools has a total student
population that averages around 3,200. The District has a campus feel
with three of the four buildings located within walking distance from
each other.
Becker Public Schools provides education to approximately 2,800
students. The District operates a primary school, an intermediate
school, a middle school, and a high school. According to
greatschools.org, test scores, equity, and student progress at the
middle school are far above state average.
Princeton Public Schools District 477 offers a
comprehensive educational program for students in pre-K
through 12th grade. The District’s enrollment is
approximately 3,300 students, and it is comprised of a
preschool, primary school, intermediate school, middle
school, and a high school.
Sherburne County is also home to a large number of private
schools that serve students from pre-K through 12th grade.
St. Cloud Area School District is the 15th largest school district in Minnesota and serves over 10,000
students. The District is comprised of eight elementary schools, three middle schools, two high schools,
nine preschool locations, three alternative schools, an
early childhood center, and a community education
center. With over 1,800 employees, St. Cloud Area School
District is a state and nationally recognized leader in
innovative education.
For those interested in higher education opportunities, the
City of St. Cloud is home to several institutions including
Minnesota’s third largest university, St. Cloud State
University. Other post-secondary institutions and campuses in St. Cloud include St. Cloud Technical
and Community College and Rasmussen College. There are a number of other technical colleges,
universities, community colleges and other higher education resources nearby.
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HEALTHCARE
With locations in Elk River, Princeton, and
Zimmerman, Fairview provides a network of more
than 5,000 doctors and providers at primary care
and specialty clinics across the state. Fairview
recently integrated with the HealthEast Care
System and also partners with specialists at
University of Minnesota Health. Along with the
clinic, Princeton is also home to Fairview Northland
Medical Center, a full service, 24 hour medical
center.
CentraCare Health is a not-for-profit healthcare
system that provides comprehensive, high quality care to people throughout Central Minnesota.
As the largest healthcare facility in the region, and part of the CentraCare system, St. Cloud
Hospital offers a full spectrum of inpatient and outpatient services.
CentraCare Health also operates facilities in
Big Lake, Becker, and Princeton, and
Monticello.
Also located in St. Cloud is the St. Cloud VA
Health Care System. The medical center
began serving Veterans in 1924 and now
serves more than 37,000 Veterans in the
upper Midwest. The system offers a variety of
health services to meet the needs of its
patients.
Allina Health currently has three facilities in the City of Elk River– Allina Health Elk River Clinic,
Courage Kenny Sports & Physical Therapy– Elk River, and the Metropolitan Heart & Vascular
Institute. These facilities provide care in family
medicine, pediatrics, OB/GYN, ENT, orthopedics,
hearing care, sports & physical therapy, and
cardiovascular care.
Elk River is also home to North Memorial Health
Clinic– Elk River which provides primary care and
urgent care and HealthPartners RiverWay Clinic–
Elk River which practices family and internal
medicine, pediatrics, and general surgery.
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RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Sherburne County is home to four county parks and many city parks, wildlife management areas,
scientific and natural areas, public trails, and recreational areas. It is
also home to 16 lakes that offer opportunities for boating, swimming,
fishing, and water sports.
Residents and visitors can take advantage of many activities while in
the St. Cloud area including canoeing, kayaking, fishing, and camping
on the Mississippi River, miles of recreational trails, roughly 1,500
acres of park land, rock climbing, cross-country skiing, scuba diving,
and golfing. St. Cloud also offers plenty of spectator sports, history,
music, art programs and facilities, and much more.
In Elk River, folks can enjoy beautiful, natural amenities including the Elk and Mississippi Rivers, Lake
Orono, and more parks and trails per resident than almost any other city in Minnesota. This includes
unique parks like Hillside City Park for exceptional mountain biking, and Handke Stadium and Woodland
Trails for hiking, skiing, and more. The City boasts 45 parks
covering almost 1,100 acres, over 75 miles of paved walkways, and
a myriad of hiking and biking trails throughout the City. Residents
can also take advantage of the Bailey Point Nature Preserve, Elk
River Activity Center, Elk River Arena, annual farmers markets, plus
adult softball and volleyball leagues. The City also offers a variety of
youth programs including tumbling, soccer, flag football,
basketball, t-ball, skating, hockey, and much more.
Natural amenities such as lakes, the Mississippi and Elk Rivers, trail systems, and parks make Big Lake a
city for all seasons with outdoor activities from summer swimming to winter snowmobile races. Engaged
Big Lake citizens find ideal recreational opportunities throughout its 19 beautiful maintained city parks,
over 20 miles of hiking and biking trails, and the Big Lake destination swimming beach. The weekly
Farmers Market, Music in the Park events, and the annual Spud Fest highlight the summer season. Other
community gatherings are also scheduled year-round.
Downtown Princeton offers unique businesses and stores as well as several
restaurants and a coffee shop. For outdoor fun, canoeing, kayaking, and fishing
are great ways to spend the afternoon on the Rum River or you can enjoy 18 holes
of golf at the Princeton Golf Course. There are also several city parks located
throughout town offering multiple ball fields, a dog park, a disc golf course,
walking trails, and a splash pad. Princeton also has an ice arena with two sheets
of indoor ice, a bowling alley, and a skating rink.
Each May, Zimmerman celebrates its annual Wild West Days that features a
grand parade, a softball tournament, a food and craft fair, and a carnival. In June,
the Zimmerman Chamber of Commerce hosts their annual Golf Tournament. A 5K
Run and Business Expo/Craft Fair is held in September, and Celebrate the
Season takes place in December. This annual family shopping event celebrates
the boutiques and various stores in Zimmerman.
-To provide the necessary services in a cost effective manner to support quality of life for Sherburne County citizens-

THE ORGANIZATION
Sherburne County is governed by a high functioning, professional Board of Commissioners which
consists of Commissioners elected from the five districts in the County. The Board’s responsibilities
include adopting the annual budget and approving the passage of ordinances. The Administrator is
responsible for carrying out Board policies and ordinances, overseeing day-to-day operations, and
appointing the heads of the divisions and departments. The County is fortunate to have an experienced
and strong department leadership group. Sherburne County employs 710 workers. The Sherburne
County jail is the 2nd largest jail in the state with 732 beds and features contracts with several federal
agencies.
In addition to electing the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners, the citizens of the County elect the
Attorney, Sheriff, Recorder, Auditor/Treasurer, and four resident judges that serve the Sherburne County
District Court.
The organizational structure of Sherburne County includes five divisions led by appointed officials.
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