December 2018

The City of Big Lake is welcoming a new business into
the Marketplace area on the east side of the City.
Ice-O-Metric specializes in construction, repair,
and remodeling of temperature-controlled environments for food storage and food processing. They will
be building a 15,587 square-foot facility adding approximately
$828,000 in
taxable value to
the city, which
increases the tax
base by approximately $27,940
per year.
They will be
bringing 27 existing jobs to the
facility and will be
hiring for new job
opportunities
once their building is complete.
To learn more about the company, go here.
The City Council approved a zoning district at Big Lake
Innovation Industrial Park. That allows for flexibility in building materials that can be used, allows for
outside storage, and sets a developer up for a fasttracked entitlement process.
To learn more about economic development opportunities in Big Lake, visit their website here.
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The second annual Big Lake Winter Farmers Market will
take place on the second Friday of the month through
April from 3-6 p.m. at Saron Lutheran Church (311 Lake
St. S).
The dates for those events are:
December 14 (Senior Day), January 11, February 8
(Senior Day), March 8, April 12 (Senior Day)
Vendors are offering only homemade and homegrown
products including meat, eggs, baked goods, jams, jelly,
syrup, honey, pickles, produce, crafts, and more! Every
month will feature live music and free kids activities.
Every other market will feature coupons for seniors 55+
to be spent at any vendor booth. The market is also accepting debit/credit and Snap/EBT purchases. If you use
your Snap/EBT card, you will be matched up to $10 every
month through the Market Bucks Match program. More
information can be found on Facebook and at
www.biglakemn.org.
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The EDA recognized the following businesses that
received a Beautification Award this year: Granite
Shores (below), Elk River Senior Living (top right),
CHOW Mixed Grill (middle right), and Freeport Business Center (bottom right).
These businesses made substantial improvement to
the exterior of their buildings and/or landscaping in
the last year or they have consistently maintained
their property in an attractive and well-kept manner.
The city is seeking nominations for the Beautification
Award. The program runs from May to October.

The EDA recognized and congratulated Jerry and
Thiry Minor of Jerry’s of Elk River for 45 years in
business. The
Minor’s started
their business
out of their
home and garage in 1973.
Jerry was a
manufacturing engineer for 10 years before starting
his business.
Cars were always his hobby and passion. He was
able to take something he loved and turn it into his
own business. Jerry, Thiry, Eric, and Laurie
feel the best part about the car business is the
people they meet. Buying a car is an exciting
experience for most people. They document
every sale with a picture of the new owner and
their new vehicle. Jerry’s of Elk River has photo albums with up to 3 generations of the same
family

Sherburne County’s Revolving Loan Fund provides
businesses with secondary direct loans, loan guarantees
and other financial assistance. Existing businesses with
planned expansions and job creation or job retention
within the County and new businesses that would relocate and bring new employment opportunities to the
County would be eligible for the program.
Applications will be accepted for loan amounts ranging
from $25,000 up to $100,000. Amounts available
to applicants under this program are determined
based on an evaluation of positive economic
impact and the number of full-time (or full-time
equivalent) non-seasonal jobs that the organization will maintain or create within Sherburne
County.

Mayor Tracy Bertram hosted Minnesota’s Transportation Commissioner Charles Zelle, Assistant
Commissioner Scott Peterson and the Minnesota
State Rail Director, Tenzin Dolkar. The visit included a stop at the Northern Metal Recycling facility
to see the railroad layout and frontage road linking
Liberty Lane to County Road 8.
The Commissioner also visited several railroad
crossings to discuss proposed improvements to
County Road 8 to Highway 25 and improving the
intersection at County Road 52 and Highway 10 to
accommodate increasing traffic volumes and improving efficient and safe crossing of Highway 10.
The State of Minnesota hosted its first state rail conference and Becker was invited to present during the inaugural event. Becker City Administrator
Greg Pruszinske shared highlights of the City’s
economic development initiatives and the recent
Northern Metal Recycling project.

Northstar
Canoes recently expanded its
production facility at 12636-320th Ave.
Northstar Canoes specializes in exquisitely
crafted Kevlar and carbon canoes.
To learn more about Northstar Canoes, see a
television news report done in October.

Sherburne County has land available for investment in
what's known as a Federal Opportunity Zone.
Opportunity Zones are an economic development tool
established by Congress in the Tax Cut and Jobs Act of
2017 to encourage long-term investments in low-income
communities nationwide. The program provides federal
tax incentives for taxpayers who reinvest unrealized capital gains into "Opportunity Funds," which are specialized
vehicles dedicated to investing in low-income areas.
The Sherburne County Zone includes U.S. Highway 10
(25,000+ VPD), BNSF Railway, and St. Benedict’s Senior
Community. This zone offers investment opportunity in
affordable housing and commercial and industrial investment along the U.S. Highway 10 corridor.
For more information about Federal Opportunity Zones
go here.

The City Council in October approved a Tax Increment
Financing plan to pave the way for the development of a
three-story apartment building that will add about 65
units.
The project will help maintain a balanced supply
of housing unit types for people of low- to moderate-income levels and meet the various life cycle
needs of the residents within the city and the
surrounding area.

