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SHERBURNE COUNTY YARD WASTE SITES
Sherburne County residents have four convenient locations for dropping off their
yard and tree waste. There are four public yard waste sites located in Sherburne
County. County residents may use any one of these facilities free of charge.
Please note, a non-expiring access card is required prior to your first use of the
facilities. Access cards can be obtained at the Becker, Big Lake, Elk River or Zimmerman
City Halls. Photo ID or Sherburne County property tax statement is required in order
to obtain your free card.
Accepted items include grass clippings, leaves, sod, brush, branches and logs. Items
that are not accepted include tree stumps, rocks, concrete, trash and bags (empty and
reuse your bags). Each site is monitored via CCTV, disposal of prohibited items may
result in a fine.
The compost sites are located in Becker, Big Lake, Elk River and Zimmerman.
Directions and additional yard waste information is available on our Sherburne
County website.
If you have any questions about composting, please contact Erika Beyer, Sherburne
County Zoning, at 763-765-4465 or erika.beyer@co.sherburne.mn.us.

Visit Reduceyourwaste.org to find helpful tools and information on how you can reduce the waste you generate as a consumer.
By now you may have seen this campaign on a billboard in Sherburne County or maybe seen an advertisement banner on the web. Sherburne County
and Stearns County have partnered up to raise awareness on the importance of reducing your waste by making simple changes in your consumer
habits. As we approach the holidays, purchasing habits increases, and as a result we generate more waste. If you haven’t already, visit this site to read
up on how you can start making changes in your life style. Share with friends and family the simple changes you are making so that they too, can
spread the message.

2018 SHERBURNE COUNTY RECYCLING & DISPOSAL GUIDE
RECYCLING FACILITY NAME

USED OIL COLLECTION SITES

B & E Recycling Station

Chad’s Auto Repair
13050 1st Street

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Becker
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Clear Lake Oil Recycling
Lot east of Fire Station

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Clear Lake
320-252-9711

24/7

East Side Oil Company
621 Lincoln Ave SE

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
St. Cloud
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Elk River Oil Recycling
19000 Proctor Ave

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze - Key Card Required
Elk River
320-252-9711
Sunrise to Sunset

16501 Hwy 10

Metals, Electronics, Appliances, Fluorescent Bulbs, Cardboard, Batteries
Elk River
763-441-7211

Central Appliance Recyclers Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts, Mercury, Fixtures
3107 Hwy 10
St. Cloud
800-430-3221
Lake State Recycling
Metals, Electronics, Automotive Scraps, Appliances
19188 Industrial Blvd, Ste B Elk River
763-241-4000
Metro Appliance Recyclers
16403 60th St NE

Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts
Otsego
763-241-8787

Pythons Recycling Center
550 4 1/2 St NE

Aluminum, Glass, Plastic, Paper, Cardboard
St. Cloud
320-253-2054

Santiago Township Oil Recycling Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Behind Santiago Townhall Santiago
320-252-9711

24/7

SOLID WASTE FACILITY NAME

Central Fleet Service
12575 313th Ave

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Princeton
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Elk River Landfill
22460 Hwy 169

Johnson’s Hardware Hank
12860 Fremont Ave

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Zimmerman
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Randy’s Environmental Services Appliances, Electronics, Document Destruction.
5625 Quam Ave NE
St. Michael
763-972-3335

Garbage, Furniture, Construction & Demoliton Debris, Tires, Railroad Ties, Appliances, Electronics
Elk River
763-441-2464

Elk River Resource Processing Plant Garbage, Furniture, Mattresses, Box Springs, Tires, Propane Cylinders
10700 165th Ave NW
Elk River
763-445-5846

AUTOMOTIVE SALVAGE YARDS

Vonco II Landfill
15301 140th Ave SE

HANS Foreign Auto Parts
22823 Elk Lake Rd NW

Cars & Car Parts
Elk River

763-441-0707

M-F 9-5

Jerry’s Auto Salvage
20798 Highway 10

Cars & Car Parts
Big Lake

763-263-2600

M-F 8-5

Rite Away Auto, Inc
17901 198th Ave NW

Cars & Car Parts
Big Lake

763-263-7373

M-F 8-5

763-261-2458

Call for Hours

Construction and Demolition Debris, Tree Stumps, Root Balls
Becker
763-262-8662

COMPOST SITES
Becker Compost Site*
Call for Directions

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Becker
763-261-4449
Sunrise to Sunset

Big Lake Compost Site*
18041 198th Ave

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Big Lake
763-263-2107
Sunrise to Sunset

Elk River Compost Site*
19000 Proctor Road

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Elk River
763-635-1120
Sunrise to Sunset

Zimmerman Compost Site* Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Call for Directions
Zimmerman
763-856-4666
Sunrise to Sunset
*Access cards required

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTES
Tri-County Hazardous Waste Facility
3601 5th Street S.

Paints, Stains, Solvents, Cleaning Products, Fuels, Spa Chemicals,
Yard Chemicals, Mercury, Mothballs, Adhesives, Aerosols
Waite Park
800-450-6140
M 9-5, T-F 9-4, 3rd Sat 8-12

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
Product Recovery, Inc.
11680 Hwy 10 SE

Utility Poles
Becker

Sylva Company

Tree Recycling - Fees may be applicable for stumps and rootballs.
Call for pricing details. (Wood Chips and Logs Free)
Princeton
763-389-2748
M-F 8-4

900 Airport Road

For disposal or recycling of items not located on this list please call Sherburne County Zoning Office at 763-765-4450
					

You can view the Sherburne County Recycling Guide online at: www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/
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Please recycle it again.

RECYCLING EDUCATION IN
SHERBURNE COUNTY SCHOOLS

C

LIMB theater, a non-profit theater
organization, received SCORE grant
funding from Sherburne County to
create and perform educational skits focused
around Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle or “the
three R’s.” CLIMB theater plans to schedule
performances for k-5th and 6th-8th grade
Sherburne County elementary and middle
schools to educated young students on the
importance of the three R’s. CLIMB recently
visited Meadowvale Elementary where they
performed the All You Can Eat performance
for kindergarten through second grade and
the Flashback for third through fifth grade.
All You Can Eat is about a chef who creates
meals for all living species however, he is
presented with a challenge when food seems
of be running out and a lot of it is going to
waste. Francis, the Squirrel, is eating too
much food and Jet, the sloth, is having a hard
time getting the nourishment he needs. This
performance is interactive with the children
in the audience, encouraging them to help
the chef teach the sloth and the squirrel the
importance of recycling not only the plastic
and canned packaging their food comes in

but, also recycle food that can be separated
as organics. “Students in the audience have
the opportunity to come up on stage and
help the squirrel and the sloth separate and
recycle the items on the stage to help clean
up while learning how to recycle properly.”
There is also an interactive song that helps
children to stop and consider how much food
they need rather than how much food they
want.
Flashback is a performance created for
the older grades which is centered around
a boy named Dax who is living in the
futuristic 28th century where food no longer
exists, and nutrition is supplied through a
mechanical device every 10-20 minutes.
Dax is a misbehaving student who needs
to make up some extra credit in his history
class, so he is sent in a time machine back
to the 21st Century to change history and
bring food back to the 28th century. Upon
arrival in 2018, he notices the bad habits that
humans in this century have when it comes
to disposing of their waste. He also notices
the consumption of food is irresponsible and
leads to wasteful food practices. It is up to

Dax and the help of the students in audience
to teach the 21st century community how
small recycling, reuse, and reduction efforts
can help change the future and bring food
back for future generations to enjoy.

PLASTIC BAG
RECYCLING

Single use shopping bags are available in almost every
consumer store. Although there are options for consumers
to bring in re-usable bags, single-use plastic bags are still the number
one transport item of goods to consumer homes. So, what do we do with
these plastic bags once we have completed our shopping chores? Some
people store them in an area where they can try to re-use them again but,
because they are single-use, they most likely rip and end up in the garbage
as a result. When they end up in the regular garbage, they can become an
environmental nuisance and an eye sore. Solid waste facilities and haulers
have a hard time managing these shopping bags because they blow away
easily. The good news is there are places that collect this plastic and recycle
it to create various items such as composite decking material. There are
seven locations in Sherburne County for residents to conveniently drop off
their non-contaminated plastic shopping bags. Please be aware that these
locations are for plastic shopping bags only. Below is the list of locations
where you can bring your single-use plastic shopping bags:

Coborn's Princeton
1100 7th Ave S
Princeton MN 55371
Coborn's Elk River
19425 Evans St NW
Elk River MN 55330
Walmart Supercenter
Elk River
18185 Zane St. NW
Elk River MN 55330

Coborn's Big Lake
711 Rose Dr
Big Lake MN 55309
Coborn's Clearwater
705 County Rd 75
Clearwater MN 55320
Walmart Supercenter
Princeton
300 21st Ave
Princeton MN 55371

Cub Foods
Elk River
19216 Freeport Ave
Elk River MN 55330

Recycling electronics conserves natural resources and reduces air and water pollution.
E-waste (electronics waste) consists of old cell phones, televisions, computer towers,
laptops, and printers and if improperly disposed of, can release toxic heavy metals and
corrosive chemicals into the environment. For instance, Cathode Ray Tubes in older
televisions, video cameras, and computer monitors can leach things like lead and
barium into the soil and groundwater which can endanger not only local communities,
but wildlife as well. Furthermore, burning E-waste can release hydrocarbons and
other toxins into the air.
Recycling this E-waste can recover precious metal and even save energy. Many
stores offer haul away recycling options when you buy a new electronic device.
When shopping for your new purchase be sure to inquire on their recycling option for
your current device that you are looking to replace. Places like Best Buy and Staples
offer in-store and event recycling options and you can search for recycling options
through the electronic device or company. There are also options for disposal within
the County that accept electronics: B & E Recycling Station, Lake State Recycling,
Metro Appliance Recyclers, and Central Appliance Recyclers.
There are many other options and this list is not intended to be an inclusive list of all
recycling sites, nor does the County recommend anyone site over the other. This list
is solely for the purpose of providing some possible outlets for Sherburne County
residents desiring to recycle/dispose unwanted E-Waste.
If you have any other questions about recycling your e-waste please feel free to
contact either Gabrielle Holman at 763-765-4457 or Erika Beyer at 763-765-4465.
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FAQ: Septic Systems

CITY OF ELK RIVER

2018
Items that will be accepted:
Fall Clean Up Day
FallSaturday,
Clean
October 20, 2018 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
up day City of Elk River

City of Elk River Maintenance Facility 19000 Proctor Avenue, Elk River, MN 55330

Requirements pertaining to septic systems in Sherburne County are outlined in the Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance (Section 17.5) and Minnesota
Chapters 7080-7083, which are available on our website. Please consult the Zoning Ordinance and MN Rules Chapters 7080-7083 for further information
on requirements and regulations or contact the Planning and Zoning Department with any questions or comments. We look forward to working with you.

1

How do I get a permit to install a septic system?
Contact a state-licensed septic system designer to determine the appropriate system type, size, and location for your property. A designer
will provide you with a design that works best for your property. You will need to
hire an installer and then submit the design for approval by the Zoning Office along
with the appropriate fee. A fee schedule is available in the Zoning Office and on
the County’s website at www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning. In addition, a list of
licensed septic professionals is available online at www.pca.state.mn.us/water/
ssts-search.

2

What do I need to do after I obtain a permit?
Unless the homeowner is installing the system, the responsibility generally shifts to the septic system installer. It is required that the installer
contact the Zoning Office for inspections at least 24 hours ahead of time. Some
systems may have multiple inspections. Once the final inspection is approved, a
certificate of installation will be issued.

3

Do I need a permit to replace my pump?
A permit is not needed in Sherburne County for septic system maintenance such as pump replacement, manhole lid replacement, pipe repair,
and filter cleaning/replacement. If you are unsure, please call the Zoning Office and
we will gladly answer your questions.

4

What is a compliance inspection?
A compliance inspection is used to determine if a septic system meets
local and state requirements. The inspection must be conducted by a
state-licensed inspector. The inspector looks at the septic tank(s) to determine
if they are watertight. The inspector reviews the drainfield to ensure it has the
minimum required vertical separation between the bottom of the drainfield and the
periodically saturated soil or bedrock. Additionally, the inspector checks to see if
the system is functioning properly overall. If the inspection passes, a certificate of
compliance is issued.

5

When do I need a compliance inspection?
Most property transfers that include a home in Sherburne County requires the septic system to be newer than five (5) years or a passing
septic compliance inspection completed on the system within the past three (3)
years. In addition, any building permit request, other than maintenance permits
(i.e re-roof, re-side, furnace), requires that the septic system on the property is
newer than ten (10) years or a passing compliance inspection completed on the
system in the past ten (10) years.

6

How can my system be failing?
Often times we hear of systems “working” or that homeowners have
never had a problem with the system despite the fact that an MPCA
licensed inspector just failed it. A septic system is not only considered failing if it
is discharging sewage to the ground surface or backing up into a dwelling, but it
can also be failing if the bottom of the drainfield has less than the required vertical separation distance to the water table or any other restricting layer. MN Rules
7080.1500, Subp. 4, further explains compliance criteria.

8

Is septic maintenance required?
Maintenance of your septic system will depend on the type of system
serving your residence. At a minimum, you should have your tanks assessed or pumped every three years.

9

What can I do to prevent my septic system from freezing?
Although there is no one solution that will work for every situation, there
are many things that can be done to help prevent septic systems from
freezing. Here are a few ideas to start with. There are many more available on the
University of Minnesota website (www.septic.umn.edu). Do not mow the grass
over the top of the drainfield in the fall.
Also in the fall, spread 8-12 inches of loose leaves, hay, or straw on top of the
drainfield, tank(s), and the pipes going to and from the tank(s). If you are going to
be out of town for more than 2 days, have a friend or neighbor stop over periodically and use an appliance such as a dishwasher to inject warmth into the system.
Snow is a good insulator. Keep animals, children, and equipment off of the system to protect the snow cover.

***Complete form before you arrive***
Address: ____________________________________________________
Item Type

Do you have an old vehicle battery that you need to get rid of but are
not sure where to bring it? Did you know that 99% of the materials in
your used vehicle battery can be recycled? This means that most of your
auto parts stores and local retailers will take your car battery from you for
free and some may even offer a small credit in their store. Other vehicle
batteries that can be recycled include truck, boat, lawn tractor, motorcycle,
ATV, snowmobile batteries and more. To safely transport old batteries,
place the battery in a cardboard box with some newspaper to soak up any
leaks that may occur, and make sure the battery stays upright. Wear gloves
while handling old batteries for protection. You can search for a recycling
location near you by going to www.recyclingmybattery.com. Please be
aware that this is only for lead acid vehicle batteries.

FREE Items

Auto Batteries
Batteries (Household i.e. AAA, C, 9-volt, etc.)
Fluorescent Bulbs and Tubes
Holiday/Christmas Light Strings (no lighted décor or trees)
Handheld Electronics (cell phones, PDA’s, etc.)
Scrap Metal (bikes, grills, engines, lawn mower, etc.)

SMALL ELECTRONIC BATTERIES
TYPES OF BATTERIES ACCEPTED
ALKALINE, BUTTON, CARBON ZINC, LITHIUM, NICKEL-CADMIUM
CAR BATTERIES NOT ACCEPTED

Citizens of Sherburne County have convenient options for recycling their
used household batteries. Blue bin Drop-off sites are available throughout
the County and are listed below.
Batteries can be hazardous to the environment because of the amount of
mercury, lead, cadmium, or silver they contain. Consumers should be

aware of the types of batteries they purchase and should use rechargeable
batteries whenever possible. Please feel free to contact Gabrielle Holman
if you have any questions 763-765-4457.

BECKER AREA

BECKER COMMUNITY CENTER
M-F 5:30am-9pm; Sat. 8am-8pm
Sun. Noon-6pm
BECKER TRUE VALUE HARDWARE
Monday-Sunday 7am-8pm

BIG LAKE AREA
BIG LAKE CITY HALL
M-F 8am-4:30pm
Coborns 24 hrs. a day

CLEAR LAKE AREA

BP STATION
outside of store, anytime
CLEAR LAKE CITY HALL
M-Thurs 8am-4:30pm

ST. CLOUD AREA
CENTRAL APPLIANCE RECYCLERS
located behind UPS off Hwy 10
M-F 9-5, Sat. 9-Noon

ELK RIVER AREA

SHERBURNE COUNTY GOVT CENTER
Anytime
ELK RIVER CITY HALL
M-F 8am-4:30pm
B&E RECYCLING STATION
M-F 8:30am-5, Sat. 8:30am-1pm
HOME DEPOT
M-Sat. 6am-10pm, Sun. 8am-8pm
CUB FOODS
outside of store, anytime
COBORNS
24 hrs. a day
LAKE STATE RECYCLING

ZIMMERMAN AREA

ZIMMERMAN CITY HALL
Mon. 7am-6:30pm
Tue.-Thurs. 7am-5:30pm
Friday-Closed
JOHNSON HARDWARE HANK
M-F 8am-7pm,
Sat. 8am-6pm, Sunday 9am-5pm
LIVONIA TOWNHALL
M-Thursday 8am-3:30,
Closed on Friday

Amount

Appliance (microwave, water heater, stove, fridge, A/C, etc.)
Electronics
Televisions (12”-34”)
Televisions (34”+)
VCRs, stereos, printer, small and medium electronics, etc.
Computer System (laptop, monitor, tower, etc.)
Furniture (sofas, chairs, tables, dressers, carpet, etc.)
Mattress/Box Spring
Mixed Junk (one pick-up/car/trailer load per household)
Propane Tanks (1# tank $10; 20# tank $20; 100# tank $50)
Tires ($2 add’l charge per tire if rims aren’t removed) Passenger
Semi-Truck
Tractor

BATTERY RECYCLING
VEHICLE BATTERIES

• Appliances
• Batteries
• Televisions
• Electronics
• Furniture & Mattresses
• Propane Tanks
• Tires
• Scrap Metals and more!

Location: City of Elk River Maintenance Facility - 19000 Proctor Avenue, Elk River, MN 55330

Open to all Sherburne
County residents

7

How can I take better care of my septic system?
Homeowners can start by working with a septic system professional to
develop a management plan for their specific system. A management
plan can help the homeowner understand the importance of a regular pumping
schedule and how to establish the pumping schedule that is right for their specific system. A management plan can also help the homeowner understand the
importance of monitoring water use, repairing leaky fixtures, limiting the use of
antibacterial products and household cleaners, and knowing what types of products and medications are potentially detrimental to a septic system. For more detailed information regarding the use of your septic system and management plans,
please visit the University of Minnesota website (www.septic.umn.edu). There is
an Owner’s Guide available to purchase as well as many free resources. In the
end, it is important to remember that properly maintaining your septic system will
help optimize the lifespan and performance of the system which is both environmentally and financially beneficial.

SatURDAY, Oct. 20th, 2018
8 AM - 12 PM

X Cost Unit
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

$10.00
$10.00
$30.00
$5.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$30.00
$
$3.00
$8.00
$15.00

Free
Free
Free
Free
Free
Free

Each
Each
Each
Each
System
Each
Each
Per Load
Each
Each
Each
Each

Total
Each
Each
Each
Each
Each
Each

Total $
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

New this year, the City of Elk River will be hosting a FALL Clean Up Day, an event open to all
Sherburne County Residents (bring proof of residency).
Bring unwanted items to be recycled and disposed of properly. Please donate usable items to local
charities. Fill out the form on this page and bring it along with your items.

4

PRODUCTS ACCEPTED INCLUDE

7

PRODUCTS NOT ACCEPTED INCLUDE

• Tires must be free of rims
•Mixed Junk does not include electronics,
appliances, tires, or other charged- for items
•Liquids and Fluids must be drained
•Load your vehicle with electronics,
lights, and textiles available for removal first
•Load your vehicle with tires, appliances, junk, mattresses,
and furniture to be removed last

•Curbside recyclables
•Construction
•Demolition Debris
•Oil

•Plan to unload your own items but volunteers are
available to assist you
•Items not listed on the form must be approved by
the Environmental Division prior to delivery
•Your form will be reviewed by gate staff.
Your total is subject to change

•Oil Containers (can take to Compost Site)
•Pesticides/Herbicides/Insecticides
•Paint/Stains/Solvents
•Hazardous
•Medical Waste Commercial / Business accounts

Proper
Discharge

of Swimming Pools
and Hot Tubs
If you own a swimming pool here
are some important things you
should know about discharging
these systems properly without
disrupting water treatment
efficiency. If you need to drain
a swimming pool you should
stop all chlorination days in
advance to allow the chlorine
to dissipate. You can purchase
chlorine content test kits at local
pool equipment or hardware
stores. In most cases three to
four days is all you need to
allow for most of the chlorine to
dissipate. Once the water is free
of chlorine it is recommended
that it be discharged into a
vegetated ground surface like
your lawn and to allow the
water to absorb to encourage
infiltration.
Unpermitted
discharges to surface water
such as storm sewer, ditch, lake,
wetlands, sewage treatment
systems etc. are prohibited.
Along with swimming pools,
hot tubs are also in need of
discharge at times. If you need
to discharge your hot tub make
sure you allow for the chlorine
levels to lower before doing
so. Unlike pools, most hot tubs
are plumbed into the sewage
treatment system or municipal
sewer system. This is okay since
the volume of water is much
lower. If your system is not tied
into a sewage system, then like
the pool discharge, make sure
you allow the chlorine levels to
dissipate out of the water before
discharging on a vegetative
surface.

