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EASY WAYS TO CUT YOUR ENERGY BILL
DO YOU HAVE “STICKER SHOCK” FROM YOUR LAST FUEL BILL?
DO YOU FEEL HELPLESS AND AT THE MERCY OF WINTER AND YOUR UTILITIES?
Take heart, there are some simple things you
can do to reduce your energy use and feel in
control again.
First things first, let’s do some maintenance.
You do routine maintenance on your cars, why
not your furnace? Have a mechanical contractor
inspect and tune up your furnace, gas fireplace,
water heater and any other gas fired appliance
annually. Replace your furnace filter at least
once a month.
Next, remember that houses don’t breathe.
People breathe, houses LEAK. Yours is leaking
warm air so seal it up. If you feel a cold draft at
your wall plug ins you can get foam gaskets that
fit behind the cover plates. Drafts at windows
should be weather stripped. If your windows
were designed with storm windows, put them on.
You can get clear plastic film that is made to go on
the inside of windows for the winter (Make sure
you do not seal shut bedroom escape and rescue
windows). A lot of heat escapes through leaks
around pipes, wiring, recessed lights and fans
into your attic. If you can access your attic you
can caulk or spray foam at these penetrations.
Recessed lights should have an insulated box
around them. A Styrofoam cooler will work for
this. Do not put insulation in direct contact with
your can lights. While you are up there make
sure any bath fan ducts are insulated. Check
the rim joist at the top of your basement walls. Is
it insulated? Can you see light anywhere? The
best way to seal this area is to have an insulation
contractor install spray foam.
Now that you’ve tightened things up, let’s look
at how you operate your systems. First, do you
have carbon monoxide detectors in your home?
It’s the law, and it may save your life. Also, now
that you have sealed up leaks, you may need to

provide a source of combustion air for your gas
fired appliances if you do not already have that.
If you have areas of the house that are colder
or hotter than others you can do some things to
control that. Seal your duct work. Use approved
mastic or tape at the seams (Regular duct tape
won’t stay on, ask your local hardware dealer
for the good stuff). You can adjust your registers
for more or less flow to various rooms. Do you
have a programmable thermostat? You should.
According to the MN Department of Commerce
Office of Energy Security you can save two percent
of your fuel bill if you adjust your thermostat one
degree (down in winter, up in summer) for 16
hours per day.
Let’s look at your water use. If you can access
them, insulate your hot water pipes, especially
the first few feet at the water heater. Check your
shower head. A standard shower head can use
up to 5.5 gallons of water per minute. Depending
on your hot/cold mix, a 10 minute shower could
use 55 gallons of hot water! A new low flow head
can deliver a high pressure spray at 2 gallons per
minute. You should also turn down your water
heater. 120 degrees is plenty warm. Wash your
clothes in warm or cold water. Most fabrics will
clean just as well in cooler water.
There are many more ways to reduce your
energy bills. You can insulate your basement
walls and attic and install new appliances. There
may be rebates and/or tax credits available for
some measures. You should check with your
utility company or appliance supplier for specifics
.To learn more ways you can save energy and
money you can contact the Minnesota Office of
Energy Security at: https://mn.gov/commerce/
home-energy/ or 1-800-657-3710.
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FALL CLEAN UP DAY SATURDAY
OCTOBER 14, 2017
8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

CITY OF ELK RIVER LOCATION:
ELK RIVER MAINTENANCE FACILITY
19000 PROCTOR AVE., ELK RIVER
New this year, the City of Elk
River will be hosting a FALL
Clean Up Day, an event open to
all Sherburne County Residents
(bring proof of residency). Bring
unwanted items to be recycled
and disposed of properly.
Please donate usable items to
local charities. Fill out the form
on this page and bring it along
with your items. Eligibility
Requirements for items
to be accepted:

RECYCLING FACILITY NAME

USED OIL COLLECTION SITES

B & E Recycling Station

Chad’s Auto Repair
13050 1st Street

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Becker
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Central Appliance Recyclers Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts, Mercury, Fixtures
3107 Hwy 10
St. Cloud
800-430-3221

Clear Lake Oil Recycling
Lot east of Fire Station

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Clear Lake
320-252-9711

24/7

Lake State Recycling
Metals, Electronics, Automotive Scraps, Appliances
19188 Industrial Blvd, Ste B Elk River
763-241-4000

East Side Oil Company
621 Lincoln Ave SE

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
St. Cloud
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Metro Appliance Recyclers
16403 60th St NE

Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts
Otsego
763-241-8787

Pythons Recycling Center
550 4 1/2 St NE

Aluminum, Glass, Plastic, Paper, Cardboard
St. Cloud
320-253-2054

Elk River Oil Recycling
19000 Proctor Ave

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze - Key Card Required
Elk River
320-252-9711
Sunrise to Sunset

Metals, Electronics, Appliances, Fluorescent Bulbs, Cardboard, Batteries
Elk River
763-441-7211

Randy’s Environmental Services Appliances, Electronics, Document Destruction.
5625 Quam Ave NE
St. Michael
763-972-3335

SOLID WASTE FACILITY NAME
Elk River Landfill
22460 Hwy 169

Garbage, Furniture, Construction & Demoliton Debris, Tires, Railroad Ties, Appliances, Electronics
Elk River
763-441-2464

Elk River Resource Processing Plant Garbage, Furniture, Mattresses, Box Springs, Tires, Propane Cylinders
10700 165th Ave NW
Elk River
763-445-5846
Vonco II Landfill
15301 140th Ave SE

Construction and Demolition Debris, Tree Stumps, Root Balls
Becker
763-262-8662

COMPOST SITES
Becker Compost Site*
Call for Directions

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Becker
763-261-4449
Sunrise to Sunset

Big Lake Compost Site*
18041 198th Ave

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Big Lake
763-263-2107
Sunrise to Sunset

Elk River Compost Site*
19000 Proctor Ave

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Elk River
763-635-1000
Sunrise to Sunset

Zimmerman Compost Site* Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Call for Directions
Zimmerman
763-856-4666
Sunrise to Sunset
*Access cards required

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTES
Tri-County Hazardous Waste Facility
3601 5th Street S.

Paints, Stains, Solvents, Cleaning Products, Fuels, Spa Chemicals,
Yard Chemicals, Mercury, Mothballs, Adhesives, Aerosols
Waite Park
800-450-6140
M 9-5, T-F 9-4, 3rd Sat 8-12

Santiago Township Oil Recycling Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Behind Santiago Townhall Santiago
320-252-9711

24/7

Central Fleet Service
12575 313th Ave

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Princeton
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Johnson’s Hardware Hank
12860 Fremont Ave

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Zimmerman
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

AUTOMOTIVE SALVAGE YARDS
HANS Foreign Auto Parts
22823 Elk Lake Rd NW

Cars & Car Parts
Elk River

763-441-0707

M-F 9-5

Jerry’s Auto Salvage
20798 Highway 10

Cars & Car Parts
Big Lake

763-263-2600

M-F 8-5

Rite Away Auto, Inc
17901 198th Ave NW

Cars & Car Parts
Big Lake

763-263-7373

M-F 8-5

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
Plymouth Foam
13900 Industry Ave

Clean Styrofoam (EPS) Only - Not accepted if the material
contains food wastes, liquids, paints or paper
Becker
763-261-4900
M-F 7-3

Product Recovery, Inc.
11680 Hwy 10 SE

Utility Poles
Becker

Sylva Company

Tree Recycling - Fees may be applicable for stumps and rootballs.
Call for pricing details. (Wood Chips and Logs Free)
Princeton
763-389-2748
M-F 8-4

900 Airport Road

This newsletter
is printed on
recycled paper.
Please recycle it again.

For additional information about this publication please contact the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Department at 763-765-4450 or 1-800-438-0578

2017 SHERBURNE COUNTY RECYCLING & DISPOSAL GUIDE
16501 Hwy 10

A Sherburne County Publication • 13880 Business Center Drive, Elk River, MN 55330

763-261-2458

Call for Hours

For disposal or recycling of items not located on this list please call Sherburne County Zoning Office at 763-765-4450
					

You can view the Sherburne County Recycling Guide online at: www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/

• Tires must be free of rims
•Mixed Junk does not include
electronics, appliances, tires, or
other charged- for items
•Liquids and Fluids must be drained
•Load your vehicle with electronics,
lights, and textiles available for
removal first
•Load your vehicle with tires,
appliances, junk, mattresses, and
furniture to be removed last
•Plan to unload your own items but
volunteers are available to assist you
•Items not listed on the form must
be approved by the Environmental
Division prior to delivery
•Your form will be reviewed by gate
staff.
Your total is subject to change

Materials not eligible
or accepted:

•Curbside recyclables
•Construction
•Demolition Debris
•Oil

***Complete form before you arrive***
Address: ____________________________________________________
Item Type

Amount

Appliance (microwave, water heater, stove, fridge, A/C, etc.)
Televisions (12”-34”)
Electronics
Televisions (34”+)
VCRs, stereos, printer, small and medium electronics, etc.
Computer System (laptop, tower, monitor, keyboard, etc.)
Furniture (sofas, chairs, tables, dressers, carpet, etc.)
Mattress/Box Spring
Mixed Junk (one pick-up/car/trailer load per household)
Propane Tanks (1# tank $10; 20# tank $20; 100# tank $50)
Passenger
Tires ($2 add’l charge per tire if rims aren’t removed)
Tractor
Semi-Truck

FREE Items

Auto Batteries
Batteries (Household i.e. AAA, C, 9-volt, etc.)
Fluorescent Bulbs and Tubes
Holiday/Christmas Light Strings (no lighted décor or trees)
Handheld Electronics (cell phones, PDA’s, etc.)
Scrap Metal (bikes, grills, engines, lawn mower, etc.)

•Oil Containers (can take to Compost Site)
•Pesticides/Herbicides/Insecticides
•Paint/Stains/Solvents
•Hazardous
•Medical Waste Commercial/

Business accounts
Payment:
Cash
or
checks
only (made out to the City of Elk
River). Prices are subject to change
without notice. Please have cash

X Cost Unit
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

$5.00
$10.00
$30.00
$2.00
$5.00
$10.00
$10.00
$30.00
$
$3.00
$15.00
$8.00

Free
Free
Free
Free
Free
Free

Each
Each
Each
Each
System
Each
Each
Per Load
Each
Each
Each
Each

Total
Each
Each
Each
Each
Each
Each

Total $
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

or check ready before you arrive
(leave amount blank on check).
Contact the Environmental Division
@
763.635.1000
or
abednar@
elkrivermn.gov

2017 FALL GRASS CLIPPINGS
& LEAF DROP-OFF EVENT
Sherburne County is sponsoring a Grass Clipping and Leaf Drop-Off Event
Oct. 7th & 8th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Jan’s Christmas Trees located at 12519 37th St SE, Clear Lake, MN
Residents may deliver grass clippings, thatch, leaves, plants and
flowers free of charge. Please note that wood, brush, logs and
garbage will NOT be accepted. In addition to this event, the cities of
Becker, Elk River, Big Lake and Zimmerman have permanent yard
waste compost sites available to ALL County residents free of charge
(access card key required to enter sites).

Leaf Drop Site

★
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Fall is Tree Watering Season!
As the growing season draws nearer to a close and
there is an undeniable flavor of all in the air – it is
the perfect time to get our trees ready for winter.
As the leaves start changing, the trees are getting
ready for a long winter’s rest. According to the MN
Climatology Working Group, precipitation for our
region April 1 through August 15 was 80 – 100%
of normal. This is far better than previous years
that have left our trees stressed before they rest!
Of course we can’t predict what fall precipitation
will be, but we can prepare our trees based on the
current conditions just by knowing a few basics
about effective tree watering.

trees about one inch of water per week. Another way
to think about it is to water the top 12 inches of the
entire root zone, or at least within the dripline. You
can purchase tree watering bags, coil a soaker hose
or go the old fashioned way with a hose or a bucket.
Any delivery method works as long as the watering
is to a minimum depth of 12”.

Depending on your system, location, and water
use, you may never have a freezing problem with
your septic system. However, there are several steps
that you can take if you are concerned about your
onsite system freezing. Here are some precautions
if you have had a past problem or are concerned
about having a future problem. It is not necessary
to do all of these, but you may pick and choose based
on your situation:

Now that we are into autumn, it is the ideal time
to get set up for watering that will protect your
deciduous and evergreen trees from winter injury
and enable them to come back strong in the spring.
As with everything there is a “wrong” way to water
in the fall. Watering during early fall will actual
Lack of sufficient water is the leading cause for do harm to your trees by preventing them from
weakened immunity and reduced vigor in trees; both hardening off. It also creates a potential for new
lead to opportunistic insects and pathogens that growth to sprout that would not be winter hardy.
manifest themselves in visible problems that raise a
red flags for homeowners and park managers.
Fall watering is best initiated when the leaves
drop and the trees have hardened off; and continued
A common misconception is that lawn irrigation until the ground freezes. This watering is important
is also tree irrigation. It would be convenient for deciduous trees, but critical for evergreen species.
and simple if this were true. Unfortunately it is Evergreen species, as the name implies, keep their
completely false. Lawn watering is short, shallow green foliage throughout the frozen months. Even
and frequent. This type of watering encourages though they are nearly dormant, they are actually
trees to develop shallow root systems that are not still releasing moisture through their needles and
drought tolerant. Also most of the water put on are much more susceptible to “winter burn”, which
through lawn irrigation is used up by the turf and unfortunately can result in unsightly damage.
very little actually gets into the tree.
So, to put it simply: When your leaves are falling
To effectively water your trees, think long, deep start a watering regimen until the ground freezes;
and infrequent. During periods without adequate ensure your trees receive 1 inch of water every week
rainfall it is a good idea to give your established and are prepared for winter survival.

in your home. This will help prevent freezing
problems and help your system work better year
round.

❻

If you have appliances that generate very low
flows such as high efficiency furnaces, you can put
a heat tape in the pipe, and while on vacation have
someone come by and run warm water for a while.
Alternately, you could install a small condensate
pump that holds and discharges 2 gallons per cycle.

❶

Place a layer of mulch (8-12 inches) over the
pipes, tank and soil treatment system to provide
extra insulation. This mulch could be straw,
leaves, hay or any other loose material that will
not compact and stay in place. This is particularly
important if you have had a new system installed
late in the year and no vegetative cover has been
established.

❷

Let the grass in your lawn get a little longer
in the late summer/fall over the tank and soil
treatment area. This will provide extra insulation
and help hold any snow that may fall.

❸

Use water; the warmer the better if you feel
the system is starting to freeze. The Onsite Sewage
Treatment Program is usually an advocate of water
conservation, but if freezing is a concern, increasing
low use to a normal water use can help the system.
This includes spreading out your laundry schedule
to possibly doing one warm/hot load per day, using
your dishwasher and maybe even taking a hot bath.
DO NOT leave water running all the time, as this
will hydraulically overload the system.

❼

Keep all types of vehicles and high traffic
people activities off of the system. This is a good
rule to follow year round.

❹

If you know you are going to be gone for
an extended period, plan accordingly. This could
include having someone use sufficient quantities of
water in the home regularly or pumping out your
tank before leaving. If you live in an area with a
high water table, you should only pump out the
tank if the tank was designed for high water table
conditions . If a tank is left full for several winter
months, the sewage will get very cold in shallow
tanks and can even freeze. If you then return home
before temperatures start to rise, the effluent
leaving the tank will be cold. By starting with an
empty tank, you can then start fresh with warm
effluent. If you use a cabin on a limited basis during
the winter months, this may be a good idea as well.

❺ Fix any leaky plumbing fixtures or appliances

❽

Make sure all risers; inspections pipes and
manholes have covers on them. Sealing them and
adding insulation is a good idea. Insulation may be
added during construction particularly if the top of
the septic tank is within 2 feet or the surface.

❾

Keep an eye on your system. If any seeping
or ponding occurs contact an onsite professional to
help determine the cause and remedy.

➓

Add more insulation to your system. This
could include replacing pipe with insulated pipe,
adding styrofoam over septic tanks or adding more
soil cover.
For more information please contact the
Sherburne County Zoning Department at 1-800438-0578.


Source: Univeristy of MN Extension

THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR WETLANDS
Minnesota, Florida, Louisiana and
Texas have the most wetland acreage
of the 48 lower states. According
to the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), the state of
Minnesota has more than 15,000 lakes,
63,000 miles of rivers and streams,
23,000 miles of drainage ditches and
channelized watercourses and more
than 10 million acres of wetlands. In
order for an area to be considered a
wetland, it must have a water table at
or near the soil surface or be covered by
shallow water. Wetlands have their own
ecosystem. They provide natural flood
and erosion control, filter pollutants,
provide habitat for fish and wildlife,
provide recreational opportunities, and
have scenic and economic value.
At one time, one-third of Minnesota’s
land was wetlands. However, between
the late 1800’s and early 1900’s,
wetlands were drained for agricultural
development, which caused less than
half of Minnesota’s wetlands to remain.
Wetlands are found throughout the

the MN DNR there are 54,493 acres of
wetland in Sherburne County.

Quick tips for around the house this FALL…

Projects that impact wetlands are
reviewed by the Sherburne County
Zoning Office, such as: excavating,
draining and filling wetlands. Copies of
the initial application are sent to other
agencies that have jurisdiction over
wetlands in Minnesota for additional
review - DNR, Board of Soil and Water
Resources, Army Corps of Engineers,
and Sherburne County Soil & Water
Conservation District.

1

3
4

Put raked leaves
Shred untreated wood and leaf wastes into
and other yard
chips and use them as mulch on garden beds
wastes in a
to prevent weed growth, retain moisture,
compost bin and keep
regulate soil temperature, and add nutrients back to
these materials out of
landfills. Don't forget the soil.
ool, dry fall days are a great time to paint both
to add any organic
the interior and exterior of your home. Properly
materials cleaned out
store any unused paint for future use, donate
of your gutters, too!
unused paint to neighbors or charities, or turn in
your used paint to a waste collection facility for
Don't over
recycling.
fertilize. A slowGrass clippings and shredded (or unshredded)
release organic
leaves make excellent mulch. Pile shredded
fertilizer applied once
leaves deep around your shrubbery, as well as
in the fall is sufficient
in and around any plants you want to overwinter in
for most lawns.
pots.

Any impacts to wetlands in
Sherburne County will require a permit
and with the number of regulating
authorities involved with wetlands, it is
recommended that landowners contact
the Zoning Office before beginning
any project. Before you fill, excavate
or drain a wetland, please contact the
Sherburne County Zoning Department
state but are concentrated primarily There are eight types of wetlands in at 763-765-4450 or 1-800-438-0578.
in the central, north-central, and Minnesota, some of which may rarely
References: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wetlands/index.html
northeastern portions of Minnesota. have standing water.
According to

2

5

6

When stocking
up on coldweather gear,
buy recycled-content
items such as fleece
clothing and blankets
made from recycled
soda bottles and
snow shovels made
from recycled plastic.
Buying recycledcontent products
"closes the loop"
and encourages
companies to make
more items with
recycled materials.

7

Replace old
insulation with
insulation made
from recycled paper,
glass, and other
recovered materials.

8

Check your heat
pump or furnace
and change the
filter or make repairs
if needed. Properly
maintaining your
furnace will conserve
fuel by keeping it
running efficiently and
preventing leaks.

9

Before rough winter
weather sets in,
remove screens from
windows and doors and put
up storm windows. Strong
winds, heavy rains, and
extreme cold can all damage
your screens and ordinary
windows and send them to
landfills before their time.

10

Check caulking
around windows
and do touch ups
to conserve energy and
natural resources.

Source: US EPA

Tri-County Household Hazardous Waste Facility
Residents of Sherburne, Benton and Stearns County will be able to dispose of unwanted hazardous products FREE of charge at the Tri-County Household Hazardous Waste Facility. The building includes a drive-through bay
for dropping off materials for disposal. This means residents won't have to go out into the elements when dropping off products; it also provides weather protection for workers and collected products.
Address: 3601 5th Street South, Waite Park, MN 56387 | Hours Year Round: Mon 8-5, Tues–Fri 8-4:30, and the 3rd Sat of each month from 8am-12pm | Phone: 320-255-6140 / 800-450-6140
Products that will be ACCEPTED:
Adhesives
Aerosols
Automotive Chemicals
Batteries
(Car, regular, rechargeable, etc.)
Child Car Seats
Christmas Lights
Cleaners
Epoxy

Fire Extinguishers
Fluorescent Bulbs
Fuels (gas, diesel, etc.)
Glues
Household Cleaners & Chemicals
Lawn & Garden Chemicals
Mercury
Mothballs
Paints

Paint Stripper
Poisons
Pool/Spa Chemicals
Propane Tanks
Roofing Tar
Sealers
Solvents
Stains
Wood Preservatives

Products
NOT ACCEPTED:
Appliances
Electronics
Explosives
Furniture
Household
Garbage
Medical Waste

Pharmaceutical
Waste
Tires
Unknowns
Motor Oil

SUPPLIES AT THE PRODUCT EXCHANGE
In an effort to divert hazardous waste from entering the environment, Tri-County Solid Waste Management
Commission manages a product exchange program. This program encourages reusing materials that come into
the Household Hazardous Waste facility. The shelves and counter offer a wide array of usable products. Products you may find are paint,
stain, cleaning supplies, aerosols, adhesives, pesticides and home improvement products. These products are available to residents of the
Tri-County area FREE of charge. Most of the products have been opened, so containers most likely will only be partially full. They cannot
guarantee that the product you are looking for will be available, as it will depend on what has been brought in for disposal prior to you
arriving. However, given the increasing costs of such items at retail stores, a significant savings may be obtained by checking the product
exchange facility for availability on a product before making a purchase.

