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Is your lawn chemically dependent?
Household Hazardous
Waste Collection

Aug. 30th & 31st
3pm – 6pm (each day)
Sherburne County
Fairgrounds, Elk River

Household Hazardous
Waste Collection

September 1st, 3pm – 6pm
KJ’s Refuge Bar & Grill,
Orrock

United Cerebral Palsy
Fall Electronic Waste
Collection Event
($0.50/lb)

Sept. 14th, 9am – 6pm
Crossroads Center,
St. Cloud

Elk River
Watershed Cleanup

Oct. 16th, 9am – 11am
Participants must preregister by contacting the
Sherburne SWCD at 763241-1170 x3
City of Elk River
Fall Clean Up Event

Oct. 18th – 22nd
Participants must pre-register at Elk River City Hall

Pesticides are designed
to kill weeds, insects,
rodents,
and
mold.
Unfortunately,
these
chemicals can be dangerous to animals, water
quality and people, especially children. There are
several easy steps you can
take to maintain a healthy
lawn and reduce the need
for herbicides.
a) Always plant grass
varieties that are adapted
to our area and are appropriate for the way you use
your lawn.
b) Leave your grass clippings
on the lawn. Grass clippings can
provide the equivalent of about one
application of fertilizer per year.
c) Use a sharp mower blade
when cutting your lawn to make it
less susceptible to disease.
d) During periods of more than
a week or two of dry weather, water
infrequently, but thoroughly (use
about one inch of water a week).
Avoid watering during strong sun
and heat to minimize losses to
evaporation. The best time to water
is early in the day, before 10 a.m.
e) Find out what kind of fertilizer, if any, your soil needs by
testing your soil. The University
of Minnesota Soil Testing Lab

(612-625-3101) charges $15.
f) Use zero phosphorus fertilizers (the middle number on a
bag should be zero). Phosphorus
causes unhealthy levels of weed and
algae growth in lakes, streams and
wetlands.
g) Control weeds. September is
the best time of year to treat dandelions, plantain, creeping Charlie,
and other perennial broad leaf
weeds. Remember the best weed
control is a healthy, dense lawn. If
the weed invasion seems to be getting worse, find out why the grass
is not competitive enough to crowd
weeds out. Controlling weeds may
be as simple as adjusting your other
lawn care practices. Where there

are only a limited number
of weeds present, consider
removing them by hand
rather than using an herbicide.
h) The best time to
reseed bare spots is early
spring or around the middle of August. If deicing salt from sidewalks
or roads has caused dead
areas, consider reseeding
with a more salt-tolerant
variety.
i) Aerate your lawn if
soil is compacted or there
is significant thatch build-up. You
can do this by using a lawn aerator
available from most rental stores.
Use the type that removes small
cores of soil from the ground and
places them on the lawn surface.
Leave the cores to decompose naturally.
These lawn care tips will help
you keep your lawn healthy and
less susceptible to disease and weed
invasion, meaning you will have less
need for herbicides and maybe even
less fertilizer.
For more information, please
contact Jen Oknich of the
Sherburne County Planning &
Zoning Department, at 763-2412900 or 1-800-438-0578.
Source: MPCA

America Recycles Day is Nov. 15
America Recycles Day is the only nationally recognized day dedicated to encouraging
Americans to recycle and buy recycled products. The purpose of America Recycles Day
is to continue to promote the social, environmental, and economic benefits of recycling
and encourage people to join the movement
toward creating a better environment.
Through America Recycles Day, the

National Recycling Coalition supports local
communities and raises awareness by educating citizens about the benefits of recycling.
The Recycling Association of Minnesota
www.recycleminnesota.org is the state organizer of this campaign. Residents can find
events, calculate their recycling impact, and
take a pledge to recycle more at: www.nrcrecycle.org

AREA RECYCLING GUIDE
FACILITY NAME

CITY

PHONE

MATERIALS ACCEPTED

B & E Recycling Station

Elk River

763-441-7211

Appliances, Electronics, Aluminum, Metals, Batteries, Fluorescent Bulbs, Cardboard

BNG Services, Inc.

Princeton

763-389-7804

Appliances, Electronics, Aluminum, Metals, Cardboard, Fluorescent Bulbs, Tires

Central Appliance
Recyclers

St. Cloud

320-252-3221

Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts, Mercury Devices, Fixtures

Elk River Landfi ll

Elk River

763-441-2464

Appliances, Electronics, Tires, Yard Wastes

Jerry’s Auto Salvage

Big Lake

763-263-2600

Automotive Parts, Tires, Car Batteries, Metals

Metro Appliance Recyclers

Otsego

763-241-8787

Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts

Product Recovery, Inc.

Becker

763-241-2458

Utility Poles

Pythons Recycling Center

St. Cloud

320-253-2054

Aluminum, Metals, Glass, Plastic, Cardboard, Paper

Schmiege’s Salvage

Zimmerman

763-856-2037

Automotive Parts, Tires, Car Batteries, Metals, Machinery

Tri-County Hazardous
Waste Facility

St. Cloud

800-450-6140

Household Hazardous Waste

Vonco II Landfi ll

Becker

763-262-8662

Tree Stumps, Grubbing, Root Balls, and Demolition Wastes

Local Hardware/
Most Hardware/Home Stores recycle fluorescent bulbs. Check with your local store.
Home Stores
You can view the Sherburne County Recycling Guide online at: www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/
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2010 HAZARDOUS WASTE EVENTS

For additional information about this publication please contact the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Department at 763-241-2900 or 1-800-438-0578

FINAL

This newsletter
is printed on
recycled paper.
Please recycle it again.

If You Have Household Hazardous Waste

If You Have Business or Farm Pesticides

The final Sherburne County Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Events are right around the corner.
Residents are encouraged to dispose of their unwanted household hazardous wastes at these convenient
and free collection events. Items such as paints,
paint thinners, motor oils, mercury, solvents, corrosives, and fuels are common items that many
residents have around their homes. In addition,
up to ten (10) burnt out fluorescent bulbs will
also be accepted free of charge.

The Sherburne County Zoning Department in partnership with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture is
offering county farmers and businesses an opportunity
to dispose of their unwanted waste pesticides, insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, and rodenticides at several
upcoming collection events.
August 31st from 3 p.m. - 6 p.m at the Sherburne
County Fairgrounds, 13372 Business Center Drive,
Elk River, MN
September 1st from 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. at KJ’s
Refuge Bar & Grill, 26211 184th Street, Orrock,
MN

The final events of the season will be held at
the following locations:
August 30th & 31st from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
the Sherburne County Fairgrounds, 13372 Business
Center Drive, Elk River, MN.
September 1st from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at KJ’s Refuge
Bar & Grill, 26211 184th Street, Orrock, MN.

For transportation planning purposes, preregistration is required by calling John Exner
of the Sherburne County Zoning Department
at 763-241-2947 to inventory the type and amount of
waste pesticides being brought to this event.

For a complete list of accepted items, please visit the Sherburne County Planning & Zoning website,
www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/hhw.php or contact John Exner, Environmental Specialist, at 763-241-2900 or 1-800-438-0578.

PROTECT YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM FROM FREEZING
Do not do the following
to your septic:
• Use a garbage disposal.
These items usually double
the amount of solids added
to the tank!
• Flush non bio-degradable
products into your system.
• Dump solvents, oils, paints,
thinners, disinfectants, pesticides or poisons down the
drain which can disrupt the
treatment process and contaminate the groundwater
• Dig in your drainfield or
build anything over it
• Drive over your drainfield
or compact the soil in any
way
• Do not plant trees or shrubbery in the absorption field
area, because the roots can
get into the lines and plug
them. Grass is the only thing
that should be planted on or
near a drainfield.
• Do not cover the absorption
field with hard surfaces, such
as concrete or asphalt. • Do
divert surface runoff water
from roofs, patios, driveways,
and other areas away from
the absorption field.

Cold temperatures and a lack of snowfall can
cause some septic systems to freeze during the winter
months. Homeowners take precautions to avoid having your septic system freeze up this winter. There
are many things you can do to reduce the chances of
your system freezing. It’s not necessary to do all of
these, pick and choose based on your home:
• Stop mowing the grass over the drainfield in
early fall. Let it grow stronger to trap more snow.
• Add a layer of mulch (8-12 inches) over the
pipes, tank, and soil treatment area to provide insulation. A mulch of loose hay or straw works well,
as do leaves. The key is to keep it loose to form air
pockets, which act as the insulators. This is particularly important if your system is new, and vegetative
cover has not been well established
• Use normal amounts of water; the warmer the better. Spread out your laundry schedule to one warm/hot load per day, year
around.
• Don’t leave water running all the
time to prevent freezing. A slow trickle
could freeze, while a steady stream
could overload the system with
water.
• Don’t add antifreeze to the
system.
• If you plan to be gone for
more than a day or two, plan
accordingly. Have someone
visit and use water regularly.
If you are going to be gone for

an extended period (weeks or months), pumping the
tank before leaving may be the best option.
• Reroute the drip water from your furnace. This
slow drip can freeze in the pipes. Route this clean
water into the sump or a bucket.
• Fix any leaky plumbing. The small trickles of
water going into the system can freeze as thin ice
layers within pipes, and will eventually close them.
• Keep all vehicles (including ATV’s and snowmobiles) and high-traffic people activities off the
system, all year long.
• Make sure all risers, inspection pipes and manholes have tight covers. Adding insulation is a good
idea. Check for any cracks in the covers in the fall.
• Keep an eye on your system. If any seeping
or ponding occurs, contact an onsite sewage
professional.
• If your system has frozen, contact a professional sewage pumper or
installer.
For more information, please
contact Joe St. Dennis or Steve
Aleshire of the Sherburne
County Planning & Zoning
Department at 763-241-2900
or 1-800-438-0578.
Source: University of
Minnesota Extension Service
Onsite Sewage Treatment
Program
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Used Oil Collection Sites Located Throughout Sherburne County
Do you have five gallon
buckets full of used motor oil
sitting in your garage? Are
you looking to dispose of your
used motor oil? If so, you are
in luck! There are now six
used motor oil collection sites
located throughout Sherburne
County.
Bring your unwanted
motor oil, antifreeze, and
used oil filters to one of the
six collection sites conveniently located throughout the
County (Please note the hours
of operation for each site).
Motor oil, transmission fluid,
and hydraulic oil is free to
dispose of, anti-freeze is $1.00/

gallon, and filters are $0.50/
each.
• Chad’s Auto Repair located
at 13050 1st Street in Becker.
You may dispose of your used
oil, filters, and antifreeze 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
• City of Clear Lake, paved
lot located just east of the
Fire Hall. You may dispose
of your used oil, filters and
antifreeze 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.
• East Side Oil Company
located at 621 Lincoln Avenue
SE in St. Cloud. You may
dispose of your used oil, filters
and antifreeze 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.

• Santiago Township located behind Santiago’s new
Township Hall. You may dispose of your used oil, filters
and antifreeze 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.
• City of Elk River Public
Works Facility located at
19000 Proctor Road. You
may dispose of your used oil,
filters, and antifreeze 7 days a
week from dusk until dawn.
• Hardware Hank (store
parking lot) located at
12860 Fremont Avenue in
Zimmerman. You may dispose of your used oil, filters,
and anti-freeze 24 hours a day,
7 days a week

Yard Waste Compost Site Permit Program
The Sherburne County Municipal
Recycling Board which includes the cities of Becker, Big Lake, Elk River, and
Zimmerman oversees the operations of the
four public compost sites located in their
respective cities.
To help offset costs of maintaining these
compost sites, the cities of Elk River and
Zimmerman have started a new pilot program requiring users to obtain a compost
site permit.
The cost is $10 for a residential permit
and $100 for a commercial permit which
will be valid for the balance of 2010. The
permit is a window sticker that must be displayed on the window of the vehicle entering the compost drop-off sites. Permits can
be purchased at the Cities of Elk River and
Zimmerman during their regular business
hours. An application for a permit can
also be obtained via the City of Elk River
website which is www.ci.elk-river.mn.us .

The City of Zimmerman is currently working on posting the application to their
website which is www.zimmermangovoffice.
com .
Something that happens quite frequently
at these public compost sites is the illegal
dumping of household garbage or construction/demolition debris. This can be a time
consuming and costly expense to cities. If
you see any illegal dumping at these sites,
please call the respective city.
For directions to each public compost site,
please visit the Sherburne County Zoning
Departments website at: www.co.sherburne.
mn.us/zoning/sw/compost.php .
Please contact either the Cities of Elk
River at 763-635-1120 or Zimmerman
at 763-856-4666 for further information.
You may also contact John Exner of the
Sherburne County Zoning Department at
763-241-2900 or 1-800-438-0578.

28 years of Testing
Sherburne County Lakes

Did you know that changes in a lake’s
water quality can affect property values? If
your water quality is high, so is your property value. Maintaining or improving water
quality is a high priority for the Sherburne
County Zoning Department.
In 1982, Sherburne County Zoning contracted with St. Cloud State University to
monitor the water quality in nine lakes.
Briggs, Julia, Rush, Big Elk, Long, Round,
Pickerel, Eagle and Little Elk Lakes have
been sampled for 28 years to determine
long-term trends.
In 2007 and 2008, thanks in part to
a Clean Water Legacy Act Grant from
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency,
Sherburne County Zoning expanded
its lake monitoring program. Adding
Thompson, Camp, Sandy, East Hunter,
West Hunter, Cantlin, Diann, Ann, and
Fremont Lakes doubled our monitoring
program. Monitoring Eagle, Little Elk,
Pickerel and Round Lakes more frequently
further expanded our program.
All eighteen lakes are tested for nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus), bacteria
(E. coli), clarity (chlorophyll-a, appearance,
and Secchi disk depth), and physical characteristics (temperature, dissolved oxygen,
specific conductivity and pH).
All data is submitted to the Minnesota

Q: How can I reduce

Back to School waste?

In just a few days children will be heading back to the classroom, which means
they, along with their parents, will be creating their back to school supplies list. They
will need the standard items such as backpacks, notebooks, pens, pencils, and lunch
boxes, most of which are now made from recycled materials.
Back to school shopping is a perfect time to green your routine by purchasing
recycled or recyclable products, or reusing products you already have. By turning
your back to school shopping into an eco-friendly adventure you will make a significant environmental difference.
By purchasing eco-friendly, recycled-content products you are closing the recycling
loop. Your purchases will also set an example for your children. Here are a few ecofriendly tips to help your family prepare for the upcoming school year:
Bring along reusable shopping bags for the items you purchase.
Recycled product manufacturers often display the universal recycling logo.
Make a goal of purchasing products with a minimum of 30 percent post-consumer
recycled material such as plastic and paper.
Purchase school supplies wrapped with minimal packaging, or buy products that
come in bulk sizes.
Purchase vegetable or plant based dyes, soybean oil based crayons and water based
paints and poster paints for craft projects.
Purchase rechargeable batteries for electronic devices.
Purchase notebooks and paper supplies made of post-consumer recycled paper
and ones with cardboard versus plastic covers.
Did you know that 14 billion environmentally unfriendly pencils are produced and
discarded each year? Have you ever thought about what goes into creating back-toschool pencils? Trees need to be cut down to supply the wood to create the pencil and
then graphite is inserted inside of it so you can write with it. Unfortunately, much
of the wood the pencil is made with is wasted on sharpening or it is tossed into the
trash because the pencil becomes too short to write with. When shopping for school
supplies this year, instead of choosing the standard wood pencil, switch to recycledcontent pens and pencils. It’s a small purchase that can make a big difference. Here
are a few more tips to consider:
Select mechanical pencils as an alternative to standard wooded pencils. They are
refillable and 100 percent of the lead is used.
If you prefer wooden pencils, consider those made from recycled cedar, denim,
or outdated currency. Or those pencils certified by the Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC).
Purchase refillable pens, non-toxic markers, highlighters, and computer printer
cartridges.
Purchase pens made with recycled plastic such as CD cases and disposable plastic
cups.
Purchase 100 percent natural rubber erasers.
Many children enjoy a packed lunch and it can be an eco-conscious meal that saves
money. In addition, packed lunches can make good use of reusable, recycled products. Here are a few tips for an eco-friendly lunch:
Pack a no-waste lunch in a reusable lunch box or bag.
Use reusable containers instead of food storage bags or plastic wrap for sandwiches and snacks.
Use a reusable metal water bottle or thermos instead of drink boxes and disposable plastic water bottles.

Pollution Control Agency for storage in a
national database, and analyzed by their
Professional Judgment Team. The team
reviews water quality data every other year
to determine which lakes and river stretches
are impaired (not clean enough to meet
state minimum standards). If a water body
is determined to be impaired, Sherburne
County Zoning may apply for clean up
grants. There are six lakes in Sherburne
County that appear on the impaired waters
list.
If you or your lake association would like
the results of Sherburne County Zoning’s
water quality testing, more information on
our lake monitoring program, or an explanation of lake trends, please contact Lynn
Waytashek, Assistant Zoning Administrator
at 763-241-2900 or 1-800-438-0578.

Students of all ages go through many pounds of paper during the school year.
Consider the following tips to reduce your paper dependence:
Buy recycled paper products that contain the highest percent of post-consumer
recycled paper content.
Put a small recycling bin in various areas of your home, especially the homework
area to recycle unwanted pieces of paper.
Print on both sides of paper whenever possible.
And finally, two more tips to begin an eco-friendly school year:
Always put your school supplies in a safe place or in your back pack each time
you have finished using them. This will reduce waste and prevent you from losing
something important or needing to repurchase the misplaced item.
If available, take the bus (public transportation), walk, or ride your bike to school.
For more information or tips on reducing your waste at school, home, or work
please contact John Exner of the Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Department
at 763-241-2900 or 1-800-438-0578.
Source: www.calrecycle.ca.gov

Elk River Watershed Cleanup
On Saturday October 16th
the Third Annual Elk River
Watershed Cleanup is scheduled
to take place.
The cleanup will begin at
9 a.m. and run until 11 a.m.
Volunteers will be able to choose
a meeting place and cleanup location upon registration. Cleanup
sites will be located along the
river ranging from the northern portion of the Elk River in
Sherburne County to the lower

portions of the Elk River in the
City of Elk River. All volunteers
will meet at their assigned location for a light breakfast and a
quick safety meeting.
As a thank-you, all volunteers
will receive a reusable grocery
bag.
This event is open to everyone;
although children under 18 must
be accompanied by an adult.
Participants must pre-register for
this event by October 1st.

The first 20 volunteers to
RSVP will receive $10.00 off
a Mississippi River canoe trip
from Clear Waters Outfitting
Company
If you would like to register
or would like more information
please visit www.sherburnescd.
org or contact:
Sherburne
SWCD
at:
(763) 241-1170 ext. 3 or tdeterman@sherburneswcd.org

Join the Sustainability
Movement!
There are four principles of
sustainability. Each principle of
sustainability will be or has been
featured in the Environmental
Educator.

information on planting native
trees can be found on the MN
DNR website at www.dnr.state.
mn.us/trees_shrubs/index.html

The four principles are:
• Limit what we take from the
earth: Find substitutes for mined
metals/minerals and burning
fossil fuels. (Spring 2010)
• Avoid Toxic Substances
We Make – Find Substitutes
for Hazardous Pesticides,
Plastics
&
Chemicals.
(Summer 2010)
• Care for What We Do to
the Earth – Protect Biodiversity,
Eco-systems and Natural
Resources (Current Edition)
• Meet Fundamental Human
Needs – Encourage Health, Wellbeing and Community (Winter
2010)
This article will focus on the third
principle:

Care for What
We Do to the Earth.

• Plant a tree. According to
the USDA Forest Service; healthy,
mature trees may add an average of 10 percent to a property’s
value. Trees improve water quality by reducing runoff and erosion
and they allow more recharge of
the ground water supply. Wooded
areas help prevent the transport
of sediment and chemicals into
streams. Trees absorb carbon
dioxide and give off oxygen.
When located in a yard, mature
trees help to keep a house cool
and reduce air conditioning costs.
• Use trees native to your area.
It is necessary to duplicate their
natural growing environment as
closely as possible for the trees to
thrive. Trees native to Sherburne
County include Big tooth and
Quaking Aspen, Black Cherry,
Eastern Cottonwood, Hackberry,
Hickory, Linden (Basswood),
Maple (Silver, Red & Sugar),
Oaks, Black Walnut, Black
Spruce, White Spruce, Jack Pine
and Red (Norway) Pine. More

•
Compost
at
home.
According to the United States
Environmental
Protection
Agency (EPA), yard waste and
food scraps make up 26 percent
of the United States municipal
solid waste stream. That’s a lot
of waste to send to landfills when
it could become environmentally beneficial compost. Create a
compost area in your yard. The
following items can be placed in
the pile to decompose and create
compost: Animal manure (cow,
pig, sheep, chickens, no pet waste),
cardboard rolls, clean paper, coffee grounds and filters, cotton
rags, dryer lint, eggshells, fireplace ashes, fruits and vegetables,
grass clippings, hair and fur, hay
and straw, houseplants, leaves, nut
shells, sawdust, shredded newspaper, tea bags, wood chips and
yard trimmings. A compost bin
can be made from scrap lumber or chicken wire. The MN
Pollution Control Agency has a
good fact sheet with information about composting. Check
it out at: www.pca.state.mn.us/
publications/w-hhw1-21.pdf
• Reduce your use of paper.
Make all copies double sided. If

possible, have your billings, communications, payments, banking and records sent to you electronically. Try using 100% postconsumer chlorine-free recycled
paper, which is available at many
area retail stores.
• Install low flow faucets and
toilets. A low flow toilet uses
significantly less water than
a full flush toilet. Most low
flush toilets use 1.6 gallons
per flush as opposed to the
usual 3.6 gallons. It has been
estimated that low flow toilets can save a family of 4
more than 22,000 gallons of
water yearly.
• Protect/Enhance water
quality. There are many ideas
for protecting and enhancing
water quality. One idea can be
found at the Minnesota DNR
website: www.dnr.state.mn.us/
lakescaping/index.index.html.
The concept is lakescaping and
shoreland restoration to promote
buffer strips along a lake while
still allowing green grass areas.
Buffer strips restore native vegetation with deep root systems that
will better hold the soil against
wave action from the lake, promote butterflies and insects, and
filter out pollutants and overflow
that may reduce water quality.
• Rain gardens. Look into
the option of building a rain garden on your property. The following websites have excellent
articles and information about
placing a rain garden on your
property. If you live along shoreline you would need a Shoreland
Alteration Permit prior to doing
any vegetation removal or excavation for a rain garden. The websites are: www.dnr.state.mn.us/
volunteer/mayjun04/raingardents.
html and www.nextstep.state.
mn.us/res_detail.cfm?id=1449
If you have any questions
about the information in this
article please contact Lynn
Waytashek, Sherburne County
Assistant Zoning Administrator
at 763-241-2900 or 1-800-4380578.

