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Calendar of Events
September 25
United Cerebral Palsy 2nd Annual
Computer and Electronic Recycling Event.
Event lasts from 9am-5:30pm and will be
held at the Sherburne County Fairgrounds
located in Elk River. Cost to dispose of your
unwanted electronics is $.55/lb
October 6
Becker Boy Scout Pack 92 Cardboard and
Newspaper Recycling Collection. Jubilee
Foods in Becker. 9am-1pm
October 13th
How to use a global positioning system
(GPS) receiver. Sherburne History Center,
8:30-4:00. Please call Tana Haugen-Brown
at 1-800-433-5236 for more information.
October 15th-19th
City of Elk River Fall Clean-Up Week. Must
reside within the city limits of Elk River.
Vouchers are required and can be picked
up at Elk River City Hall.
November 3
Becker Boy Scout Pack 92 Cardboard and
Newspaper Recycling Collection. Jubilee
Foods in Becker. 9am-1pm
November 10th and 11th
Princeton Girl Scouts Troop 578 Cardboard
and Newspaper Recycling Collection
Event. Pamida parking lot in Princeton.
Bins will be available all day on the 10th
and 11th.
November 15
America Recycles Day
December 1
Becker Boy Scout Pack 92 Cardboard and
Newspaper Recycling Collection. Jubilee
Foods in Becker. 9am-1pm
Spring 2008
City and Township Cleanup Days
Summer 2008
Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Events

Solid Waste Ordinance Violations

Each year Sherburne County receives
hundreds of calls regarding junk vehicles,
garbage, waste tires, and appliances being
stored outside on their neighbors property.
For those of you who may be unaware of the
Sherburne County Solid Waste Management
Ordinance, below are common violations
occurring in Sherburne County.
Section 6: Solid Waste Accumulation
Owners and managers of every property
shall be responsible for maintaining all
open areas free of improperly stored solid
waste accumulation.
Section 6A: Burning

The burning of solid waste or garbage is
prohibited. Only the burning of natural
vegetative materials shall be allowed.
Natural Vegetative materials include trees,
brush, leaves, dry grass clippings, and
untreated or unpainted wood that contains
no glues or resins.
Section 18: Waste Tire Management
No more than ten (10) waste tires may
be stored within the boundaries of any
residential lot.
Section 19: White Goods (Appliances)
No more than two (2) white goods may
be stored outside within the boundaries of

any residential lot. It is illegal to dispose of
white goods on any property.
Section 23: Junked Vehicles and
Machinery
All land owners shall be allowed to store no
more than two (2) unlicensed motor vehicles
outside on his or her property. If a property
has more than two (2) unlicensed motor
vehicles, they must be stored in an enclosed
structure, such as a shed or garage.
If you know of properties where an
ordinance violation is occurring, please
do not hesitate contacting the Sherburne
County Zoning Ofﬁce at 1-800-438-0578.

What are SCORE Grants?

waste stream and develop proper disposal
options for them
5.) Inform and educate all sectors of the
public about proper solid waste management
procedures
6.) Provide technical assistance to public and
private entities to ensure proper solid waste
management
7.) Provide educational, technical, and
ﬁnancial assistance for little prevention
8.) Process mixed municipal solid waste
generated in the county at a resource recovery
facility located in Minnesota.
Sherburne County approved and awarded
thirteen (13) SCORE Grants for the 2007 year.
Four (4) grants were awarded to public entities,
while nine (9) grants were awarded to private
entities. Below, please see the applicants and a
description of their project.
* City of Zimmerman received a grant to
subsidize their waste oil, oil ﬁlter, and antifreeze recycling center.
* City of Becker received a grant to purchase
and install post-consumer recycled park
benches and garbage receptacles for placement
along the Xcel Energy Great River Woodlawn
Trail.
* Sherburne County Parks Department
received a grant to purchase and install postconsumer recycled park benches and garbage
receptacles at Sherburne County parks.
* Sherburne County Municipal Recycling
Board received a grant to subsidize cost
involved with grinding, loading, and hauling
of yard waste at the four (4) public compost
facilities located throughout Sherburne
County.

* CLIMB Theatre received a grant to provide
educational theatre performances at Sherburne
County Elementary Schools, grades 4-6.
* Princeton Girl Scout Troop 578 received
a grant to subsidize costs of providing a
newspaper and cardboard recycling collection
drive held every other month.
* United Cerebral Palsy of Central Minnesota
received a grant to provide an electronic waste
recycling event.
* Becker Boy Scouts Pack 92 received a grant
to subsidize costs of providing a newspaper
and cardboard recycling drive held in four
Sherburne County communities.
* Peoples Magic received a grant to provide
educational theatre performances at Sherburne
County Elementary Schools, grade 3.
* Tricia and the Toonies received a grant to
provide educational theatre performances at
Sherburne County Elementary Schools, grades
K-2.
* Sherburne History Center received a grant
to purchase and install post-consumer recycled
benches and littler receptacles for the trails
around the Sherburne History Center.
* Zimmerman Boy Scouts Pack 99 received
a grant to subsidize costs of providing battery
and cardboard recycling events.
* Boys & Girls Club of Elk River/Zimmerman
received a grant to subsidize costs associated
with recycling programs and waste abatement
activities.
If you have any questions or would like to
apply for a 2008 SCORE Grant, please do
not hesitate contacting John Exner of the
Sherburne County Zoning Department at 763241-2947.

SCORE (Governor's Select Committee on
Recycling and the Environment) grants are
Minnesota State dollars allocated to Sherburne
County for distribution to entities undertaking
projects that support environmentally
responsible waste management. Submitted
applications are reviewed by the Sherburne
County Solid Waste Advisory Committee with
a recommendation to the Sherburne County
Board of Commissioners for a ﬁnal decision.
Applicants must carry out their approved
project and are reimbursed the awarded grant
amount.
State statute provides Sherburne County
with requirements for the distribution and
application of the funds. SCORE Grants may
be used for recycling programs, developing
markets for recycled products (purchasing
or producing), reducing the amount of waste
generated, and providing technical assistance
and education to public and private entities
on solid waste management, litter prevention,
and recycling.
While not all projects are approved, potential
applicants are encouraged to be creative and
assist in meeting the requirements set forth
in Minnesota State Statute Section 115A.557
Subd. 2.
1.) Reduce the amount of solid waste
generated.
2.) Recycle the maximum amount of solid
waste technically feasible
3.) Create and support markets for recycled
products
4.) Remove problem materials for the solid

SHERBURNE COUNTY AREA RECYCLING DIRECTORY
RECYCLING SITE

PHONE

Becker True Value

140893 Bank St.

Becker

(763) 261-4464

Mon.-Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 10-3

Fluorescent Lamps, Ballasts, HID Bulbs, Household Batteries

Central Appliance Recyclers

3107 Hwy. 10 SE

St. Cloud

(320) 252-3221

9 a.m.-5 p.m. M-F, 9 a.m.-noon Sat.

Appliances, Air Conditioners, Household Batteries & Electronics

City of Becker

Call for directions

Becker

(763) 261-4449

24 hours

Yard Waste, Branches and Trees less than 12" in diameter

City of Big Lake

Call for directions

Big Lake

(763) 263-2268

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day

Yard Waste, Christmas Trees, Branches less than 2" in diameter

City of Elk River

19000 Proctor Rd.

Elk River

(763) 635-1120

M-F 7 to 4:30

Used Oil, Filters, Antifreeze, Yard Waste

City of Zimmerman

25499 2nd St. E.

Zimmerman

(763) 856-4666

Fri. 3 to 7, Sat. 9 to 1

Used Oil, Filters, Yard Waste, Household Batteries

East Side Oil

621 SE Lincoln Ave.

St. Cloud

(320) 252-9711

24 Hours

Used Oil & Filters

Citywide

Elk River

(763) 441-2020

Call for recycling bin

Food & Beverage Cans, Glass & Plastic, Newspaper, Cardboard

22460 Hwy. 169 NW

EIk River

(763) 441-2464

7 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F, 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat.

Appliances, Tires, Auto Batteries, Unbagged Compost, Electronics

Indy Lube

522 Dodge Ave.

Elk River

(763) 241-1103

Mon.-Sat. 8-5

Used Oil & Filters (5 gallons or less)

Jerry’s Auto Salvage

20798 Hwy. 10

Big Lake

(763) 263-2600

M-F 8-5, Sat. 8-12

Complete or Parts of Autos, Batteries, Tires (at a cost),
Aluminum, Tin, Steel, Used Oil

11680 Hwy. 10 SE

Becker

(763) 261-2458

M, W, F, 8-4, Sat. 9 a.m. noon

Utility Poles and Trees

Python’s Recycling Center

550 4-1/2 St. NE

St.Cloud

(320) 253-2054

M-F 8:30-5, Sat. 8:30-2

Metals, Glass, Plastic, Cardboard, Magazines/Newsprint,
Books, Paper

B & E Recycling

16501 Hwy. 10

Elk River

(763) 441-7211

M-F 8:30-5, Sat. 8:30-1

Aluminum, Metals, Cardboard, Appliances, Fluorescent Bulbs,
Household Batteries, TVs, Computers, Electronics

Schmiege’s Salvage

25140 Hwy. 169

Zimmerman

(763) 856-2037

Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 8-noon

Complete or Parts of Autos, Batteries, Tires (at a cost),
Aluminum, Tin, Steel, Oils, Filters, Machinery

Tri County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility

601 N. 20th Ave.

St. Cloud

(800) 450-6140

Please call for info.

Paint, Solvents, Pesticides, Cleaning Chemicals

Vonco II

15000 140th Ave.

Becker Twp

(763) 262-8662

7 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

Tree Stumps, Grubbing and Root Balls, and Unbagged Composting

Product Recovery Inc.

This newsletter is printed on
recycled paper
Please recycle it again.
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Composting sites
replace fall leaf drop
Putting yard or tree waste in the garbage
is illegal in Minnesota, but caring for your
lawn and garden doesn’t have to produce
expensive waste. Turn clippings and leaves
into a free material to improve soil through
composting.
Sherburne
County
residents
are
encouraged to bring their unwanted yard
waste to one of the four compost sites
located throughout Sherburne County.
With the arrival of fall, many landowners
prepare their yards for the ﬁnal time of the
year. Leaf raking, mowing, and trimming
are all popular activities this time of the
year.
The four composting facilities are open
year-round and may be used by any resident
of the county. In addition, ﬁnished compost
and wood chip (brush) mulch are available
at no cost on a ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis
(residential use only). Residents wishing
to use the ﬁnished products must provide
their own method of transportation and
should plan on loading it themselves.
Sherburne County public compost sites
accept the following materials at no
cost: grass clippings, leaves, yard waste,
Christmas trees, and tree trimmings up to
4” in diameter (please place materials in
the appropriate pile).
City of Becker Compost Facility
Directions: From Hwy 10, take Sherburne
Avenue north to Central Avenue. Go east
(right) to 150th Avenue (right turn). Go
south on 150th Avenue to 122nd. Turn east
(left) on 122nd Street to 153rd Avenue. Go
south (right) on 153rd to the compost site
on the west side (right) side of the road.
Phone number (for questions): 763-2614449 or 763-241-2947
Hours of operation: 24 hours per day, 7
days per week
City of Big Lake Compost Facility
Directions: Take Hwy. 10 to County
Road 43. Go south on County Road 43 to
Humbolt Drive. Take a left onto Humbolt
Drive (new frontage road). Follow Humbolt
Drive to the Public Works site. The compost
site is behind the Public Works buildings.
There should be a sign stating “Yard Waste
Composting” to direct residents to the site.
Phone number (for questions): 763-2632268 or 763-241-2947
Hours of operation: 9am-9pm, 7 days per
week
City of Elk River Compost Facility
Directions: From Hwy 10, go north on
Proctor Avenue (County Road 1) to Proctor
Road (County Road 77). Turn left into the
City Street and Park Department site. Stay
on the left. Look for small signs.
Phone number (for questions): 763-6351120 or 763-241-2947
Hours of operation: dawn to dusk.
City of Zimmerman Compost Facility
Directions: Go south on Main Street from
Fremont Avenue (County Road 4). Just
past the City Park ball ﬁelds, a sign is
posted at the entrance that says “Leaf and
Brush Site.” Go south past the Park ’n Ride
lot and continue about a 1/4 mile (following
the signs).
Phone Number (for questions): 763-8564666 or 763-241-2947
Hours of Operation: 24 hours per day, 7
days per week.
To start your own composting pile in your
backyard, check out the following website:
www.reduce.org/compost
For more information about Sherburne
County compost facilities, contact John
Exner of the Sherburne County Zoning
Department at 763-241-2947.
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Electronics Recycling Event
Coming To Sherburne County

U

nited Cerebral Palsy of Central
Minnesota is proud to announce
their second annual Great
Computer Drop-Off at the Sherburne
County Fairgrounds on September
25, 2007 from 9:00am to 5:30 pm.
In an effort to keep hazardous
waste out of landﬁlls, ditches, and
lakes the United Cerebral Palsy
(UCP) of Central Minnesota sponsors
computer, television, and electronic
recycling events. Since September
of 2001, the UCP has collected
and properly recycled nearly a
half of million pounds of electronic
hazardous waste.
The State of Minnesota prohibits
the disposal of unwanted cathode
ray tubes (CRT's) commonly found
in computer and television monitors.

Bring your unwanted computers,
televisions, or other electronic items.
All e-waste will be weighed and a
fee of 55 cents per pound will be
charged. A portion of the disposal fee
is tax deductible. Cash, check, and
credit cards are accepted. If you are
a business and have a large load,
please call the UCP in advance to get
further information about weighing
the product. Certiﬁcates of disposal
are also provided upon request.
The UCP will be accepting the
following items for $.55 cents per
pound:
Computer hard drives, monitors,
mouse, keyboards, printers, faxes,
TV's, fax and copy machines, laptops,
and cell phone (free cell phone
disposal).

Supporting these events not only
helps keep our environment clean,
but it also supports programs and
services of United Cerebral Palsy
of Central Minnesota. All items are
properly disposed of and destroyed.
For more information regarding
these events, please contact the
Sherburne County Solid Waste
Department at 1-800-438-0578.

Tri-County Household Hazardous Waste Facility

S

herburne
County
residents
who were unable to attend a
Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Event held throughout
the county this summer still have
options!
Located in St. Cloud, residents
wishing to dispose of their unwanted
household hazardous wastes can
deliver their unwanted substances to
the Tri-County Household Hazardous
Waste Facility and Re-Use Center.
Many products in your home are
considered hazardous waste, such as:
paints, motor oil, anti-freeze, garden
pesticides, car batteries, adhesives,
aerosols, drain cleaners, ﬂuorescent
bulbs, paint thinners, shower, surface,
and glass cleaners, fuel, mercury
thermometers, pool/hot tub chemicals,
and many more everyday products.

F

These products are illegal to dispose
of in your everyday garbage. Be sure
to check the label before disposing of
any potentially hazardous substance.
The label contains warnings that the
product is corrosive, toxic, ignitable,
or reactive. If it does, the hazardous
product should be disposed of properly.
One method of proper disposal
includes delivering the hazardous
waste to the Tri-County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility. It does
not cost you anything to deliver your
unwanted hazardous wastes to this
facility. In addition, the Tri-County
Hazardous Waste Facility offers a
product exchange, free to residents
where re-usable items can be shared.
Directions to the Tri-County
Household
Hazardous
Waste
Facility:

601 20th Avenue North, St. Cloud,
MN 56303
Take Hwy 10 to St. Cloud. Exit onto
Hwy 23 West (Division St.). Take Hwy
23 West until you reach 9th Avenue.
Exit right onto 9th Ave. Follow 9th
Ave North until you reach Veterans
Drive. Take a left onto Veterans
Drive. Follow Veterans Drive until
you reach 20th Avenue. Take a left
onto 20th Avenue. Go two blocks and
the facility is located on your right.
Hours of Operation:
Tuesday 9am-5pm
Wednesday-Friday 9am-4pm
3rd Saturday of each month 8am12pm
Closed Sunday and Monday
Phone Number: 1-800-450-6140

2007 Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Events

our (4) Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Events were held
throughout Sherburne County this
past summer. A record number 1,346
households delivered their household
hazardous wastes to the events.
At the Becker event, held May
19th, there were 332 households
that participated. On July 10th, 152
households participated in Clear
Lake. 211 households participated in
Zimmerman on July 12th, and there
were 651 households who participated
in a three day collection event held in
Elk River August 7th-9th.
Sherburne County provides free
disposal of paints, cleaners, poisons,
rooﬁng tar, fuels, automotive chemicals,
sealers, garden chemicals, pool chemicals,
fluorescent
b u l b s ,
adhesives,
a e r o s o l s ,
s o l v e n t s ,
mothball, and
mercury. It is
encouraged
to remove old
or
unwanted

hazardous waste products from your
home and properly dispose of them
at Sherburne County Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Events.
Please note, it is illegal to dispose of
the unwanted products in your normal
garbage stream.
Many thanks go to the following
businesses who helped make these
events such a success this summer:
Veolia Environmental Services, Ace
Solid Waste, Allied Waste, E-Z Disposal,
Batteries Plus, East Side Oil Company,
Geyer Rental, General Rental, Food
Ecstasy, Rise and Shine Deli, Domino’s
Pizza, Pizza Man, My Dinner Party, City
of Zimmerman Public Works, City of
Becker Public Works, City of Clear Lake
Public Works, Carole Item (Sherburne
County Agricultural Society), Sherburne
County Sentence to Serve Crew and
Crew Leaders (Jerome Kleis, Steve
Hanson and David Veldhuizen), Stearns
County Mobile Collection Unit, and
the Sherburne County Public Works
Department.
Please watch for 2008 collection events
in upcoming issues of the Environmental
Educator.

New County Park
Acquired along
Mississippi River

S

herburne County is
excited to announce the
acquisition of 63 acres
of land along the Mississippi
River, as its newest Regional
Park. The site is located
in Clear Lake Township,
approximately
7
miles
southeast of St. Cloud. The
land was formerly owned by
the Gohman family, who had
been the owners since before
the 1900s. The land features a
1/4 mile of river frontage and
is located within the corridor
where the historic Military
Road and the Ox Cart Path
once followed. A Minnesota
DNR Regional Park Grant in
the amount of $300,000 was
awarded to Sherburne County
to help with the purchase of
the property. Among some of
the short term plans projected
for the park include providing
walking trails and conducting
some form of natural resource
assessment and restoration.
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America Recycles Day (ARD), held
every year on November 15, is a national
campaign to raise awareness about the
beneﬁts of recycling and buying products
made with recycled materials. Buying
recycled is the step that “closes the
recycling loop.” There are three parts to
the recycling process, each one essential
to making the system work: collection,
manufacturing, and buying. These three
components are so important that they
are represented by the three “chasing
arrows” of the recycling logo.
Collection- Don't Send Recyclables

Water Test Kits
State and local health authorities
recommend that private drinking water
supplies be tested annually for total
coliform bacteria and nitrate-nitrogen.
High levels of nitrate-nitrogen or the
presence of total coliform bacteria indicates
a contaminated well with water that is no
longer safe to drink.
Water test kits are available to Sherburne
County residents from the Zoning Ofﬁce
for a fee of $7.50. The kit includes a sample
collection bottle, and water sampling
instructions. Water samples are tested
for nitrates and total coliform bacteria
by Water Laboratories Inc., Elk River,
MN. Your sample may also be tested for
ﬂuoride for an additional $18.00. Results
are generally available within a week of
testing.
How do I test my well water?
1. Pick up a water test kit from the Zoning
Ofﬁce. Read and follow the water sampling
instructions.
2. Send or deliver the sample to Water
Laboratories, Inc., 333 East Main Street, P.
O. Box 388, Elk River, MN 55330.
3. Water Laboratories will deliver the test
results to Sherburne County Zoning.
4. The Zoning Ofﬁce will mail the test
results to the resident and will also be
available to discuss any necessary actions
for decontamination of the well.
What is total coliform bacteria?
Coliform bacteria are found naturally in
the intestines of warm-blooded animals
(including humans), soil, lake and river
water. Coliform bacteria are not normally
present in groundwater. Although total
coliform bacteria do not usually cause
disease themselves, their presence
indicates that surface contamination has
found its way into the well and disease
organisms may also be present. When total
coliform bacteria are found in well water,
the water should not be consumed without
boiling, and the well should be disinfected.
What is nitrate?
Nitrate(NO3), a common contaminant
found in many wells in Minnesota, is a
naturally occurring chemical made of
nitrogen and oxygen. Nitrate is found in
fertilizers and is also formed during the
decay of organic matter, such as sewage
and animal wastes. Too much nitrate in
drinking water can cause serious health
problems for young infants, pregnant
women and people with reduced stomach
acidity or certain blood disorders. The
maximum recommended level set by state
and federal guidelines for nitrate-nitrogen
is 10 mg/L. Water containing over 10 mg/L
should not be used in preparing formula for
infants. Water that is elevated in nitrates
should not be boiling when preparing
formula, as boiling the water actually
increases the nitrate level.
For more information or to order a water
test kit, please contact the Sherburne
County Zoning Department at 1-800-4380578 or 763-241-2900.
Please note, water test kits are not
available for mortgage purposes.
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To The Landﬁll.
In this phase, materials are separated
from the waste (garbage) stream and
are prepared to become raw materials.
Waste haulers in Sherburne County
are required, by Ordinance, to provide
curbside recycling services to all
residential, commercial, and industrial
customers in the County. At a minimum,
the following materials shall be collected
from the haulers: aluminum cans, steel,
newspaper, magazines, clear, brown, and
green glass, plastics, cardboard, and ofﬁce
paper.

Manufacturing- Using Recycled
Materials Instead Of Virgin Raw
Materials.
Recovering the materials is just the ﬁrst
step. Companies that want the materials
and are able to remanufacture them
into new consumer
products can
avoid purchasing raw materials. Did you
know? Recycling one ton of paper can save
anywhere from 17-31 trees, and recycling
glass uses 40 percent less energy than
making glass from all new materials.
Buying- 'Close The Loop' By Buying
Products With Recycled Content
In order to make recycling economically
viable, there must be a market for recycled
products. If people buy recycled products,
companies will be encouraged to make
them, and the whole system works. You
can look in your home or ofﬁce and ﬁnd
plenty of recycled products. For example,
many tissue
products are made from

recycled paper. Cellulose insulation in
your attic probably came from recycled
newsprint. Most cereal boxes are made
from 100% recycled paperboard with a
minimum of 35% post-consumer ﬁber.
Many name brands use post-consumer
recycled content plastic in their bottles.
Virtually every steel product—such as
a soup can—has recycled steel in it. But
you don't ever think about your cereal
box, shampoo bottle, or soup can as poor
quality products.
So this November 15th, start recycling,
continue recycling, and think about
recycling!
For more information on America
Recycles Day visit the following websites:
Recycling Association of Minnesota
(www.recycleminnesota.org)
Energy Information Administration
(http://www.eia.doe.gov)
America
Recycles
Day
(www.
americarecyclesday.org)

Freezing problems and septic systems,
why might an onsite system freeze?
According to many onsite professionals, a
winter of cold temperatures and little snow
cover can cause freezing of onsite systems.
Even in a normal Minnesota winter, freezing
can occasionally be a problem. Identifying
and correcting a potential freezing problem
is far easier than dealing with a frozen
system. Here are a few common causes of
onsite system freeze-ups.
• Lack of Snow Cover:
Snow serves as an insulating blanket
over the septic tank(s) and soil treatment
area (trenches, drainﬁeld or mound). Snow
helps keep the heat of the sewage and the
geothermal heat from deep soil layers. Lack
of snow allows frost to go deeper into the
ground, potentially freezing the system.
• Compacted Snow:
Compacted snow will not insulate as well
as uncompacted snow. Driving any type of
equipment over the system compacts snow
and sends the frost down deeper. Automobiles,
snowmobiles, ATV’s, foot trafﬁc, and livestock
should stay off the system all year long but
especially in the winter. Anytime trafﬁc over
a sewer pipe, septic tank, or soil treatment
area is anticipated, insulated pipe should be
used.
• Compacted Soils:
Areas that have compacted soils such as
driveways, paths or livestock enclosures
tend to freeze deeper, affecting septic system
components that may be in the area.
• Lack of Plant Cover:
This often occurs in new systems installed
late in the year where a vegetative cover
could not be established before winter. The
vegetative cover insulates the system and
helps hold snow.
• Irregular Use of System:
When homes or cabins are unoccupied for
long weekends or extended periods of time,
no sewage is entering the system to maintain
sufﬁcient temperatures to avoid freezing.
This can also occur when very low volumes
of sewage are being generated. In cases
when only one or two people are living in a
home, they may use only a small percentage
of the designed ﬂow for the system. This
low usage may not be sufﬁcient to keep the
system from freezing. Frequent use, warmer
water temperatures and greater water use
are all important in cold temperature stress
situations.
• Leaking Plumbing Fixtures and
Furnace Drips:
When a ﬁxture such as a toilet or showerhead
leaks, it sends a small trickle of water to the
system. The slow moving and thin ﬁlm of
water form caused by trickle ﬂow can freeze
within the pipe and eventually cause the
pipe to freeze solid. Appliances such as high
efﬁciency furnaces and humidiﬁers can also
cause water to freeze in the pipes due to the
small amount they discharge.
• Pipes Not Draining Properly:
A common cause of freeze-ups are sewer
pipes and pump lines that are not installed
with proper fall (change of elevation), or pipes
that settle or sag after installation. Any time
a dip or low spot occurs in a pipe, sewage can
collect and freeze. Pump lines can develop a
dip right next to or above the septic tank as
a result of backﬁlled soil settling from the
excavation during the tank installation. All
sewage needs to drain out of the pipe from
a pump line.
• Cold Air Entering the System:
Open, broken and uncapped riser or

inspection pipes and manhole covers allow
cold air into the system and can cause the
system to freeze.
• Water Logged System:
If a system was hydraulically failing (e.g.
water coming to surface or seeping out the
side of a mound) it is a prime candidate to
freeze. This efﬂuent will freeze and prevent
further efﬂuent from entering the soil.
• What Should You Do If Your Onsite
System Freezes?
If your septic system is frozen, your ﬁrst
step is to call an onsite professional. Unless
the cause of freezing is corrected the system
will refreeze next winter. If you have a pump
and hear water constantly running in a
pump tank (a possible indication of a frozen
system) shut off your pump and call an onsite
professional. This will likely be a pumper
or an installer who can help determine the
cause of the problem and offer solutions. The
University of Minnesota Onsite Program web
site is one place to go to locate a professional
- http://septic.umn.edu. Many pumpers and
installers have devices called steamers and
high-pressure jetters to try to unfreeze
system piping. Other methods used to help ﬁx
a freezing problem include adding heat tape
and tank heaters. Cameras can be sent down
the pipes to determine where the freezing is
occurring and if repairs are needed. If the
soil treatment system is full of ice, or there is
evidence of leaking, there is no need to thaw
the line leading to the treatment area, as it
cannot accept liquid until the area is thawed
in spring.
If it is not feasible to correct the problem
or equipment is not available in your area,
the only other option is to use the septic
tank(s) in the system as a holding tank until
the system thaws naturally. You will need
to contact a pumper who will empty out the
tanks when they are full on a regular basis
.This can be very costly, especially with
normal volumes of water use (50 to 75 gallons
per person per day). Reduce water use by
limiting the number of toilet ﬂushes, taking
short showers, using the dishwasher at full
capacity, limiting running water to get hot
or cold and doing laundry at a laundromat.
It is smart to ﬁnd the cause of the freezing
problem so that it can be addressed in the
spring, preventing future freeze-ups.
Then preventative measures can be added to
the system such as adding insulation around
the tank and pipes or adding additional
cover.
There are many misconceptions about how
to deal with a frozen onsite system.
• Do NOT add antifreeze, salt or a septic
system additive into the system.
• Do NOT pump sewage onto the ground
surface.
• Do NOT start a ﬁre over the system to
attempt to thaw it out.
• Do NOT run water continually to try to
unfreeze system.
• What Can You Do to Prevent Your
Onsite System From Freezing in the
Future?
Depending on your system, location, and
water use, you may never have a freezing
problem. However, there are several steps
that you can take if you are concerned about
your onsite system freezing. Here are some
precautions if you have had a past problem
or are concerned about having a future
problem. It is not necessary to do all of these,
but you may pick and choose based on your

situation:
1) Place a layer of mulch (8-12 inches) over
the pipes, tank and soil treatment system to
provide extra insulation. This mulch could be
straw, leaves, hay or any other loose material
that will not compact and stay in place. This
is particularly important if you have had a
new system installed late in the year and no
vegetative cover has been established.
2) Let the grass in your lawn get a little
longer in the late summer/fall over the tank
and soil treatment area. This will provide
extra insulation and help hold any snow that
may fall.
3) Use water; the warmer the better if you
feel the system is starting to freeze. The
Onsite Sewage Treatment Program is usually
an advocate of water conservation, but if
freezing is a concern, increasing low use to
a normal water use can help the system.
This includes spreading out your laundry
schedule to possibly doing one warm/hot
load per day, using your dishwasher and
maybe even taking a hot bath. DO NOT
leave water running all the time, as this will
hydraulically overload the system.
4) If you know you are going to be gone for
an extended period, plan accordingly. This
could include having someone use sufﬁcient
quantities of water in the home regularly or
pumping out your tank before leaving. If you
live in an area with a high water table, you
should only pump out the tank if the tank
was designed for high water table conditions.
If a tank is left full for several winter months,
the sewage will get very cold in shallow tanks
and can even freeze. If you then return home
before temperatures start to rise, the efﬂuent
leaving the tank will be cold. By starting with
an empty tank, you can then start fresh with
warm efﬂuent. If you use a cabin on a limited
basis during the winter months, this may be
a good idea as well.
5) Fix any leaky plumbing ﬁxtures or
appliances in your home. This will help
prevent freezing problems and help your
system work better year round.
6) If you have appliances that generate very
low ﬂows such as high efﬁciency furnaces,
you can put a heat tape in the pipe, and
while on vacation have someone come by and
run warm water for a while. Alternately, you
could install a small condensate pump that
holds and discharges 2 gallons per cycle.
7) Keep all types of vehicles and high trafﬁc
people activities off of the system. This is a
good rule to follow year round.
8) Make sure all risers; inspections pipes
and manholes have covers on them. Sealing
them and adding insulation is a good idea.
Insulation may be added during construction
particularly if the top of the septic tank is
within 2 feet or the surface.
9) Keep an eye on your system. If any
seeping or ponding occurs contact an onsite
professional to help determine the cause and
remedy.
10) Add more insulation to your system. This
could include replacing pipe with insulated
pipe, adding styrofoam over septic tanks or
adding more soil cover.
Please see the Minnesota Extension Service
website at: http://septic.umn.edu/ for more
information about proper operation of septic
systems. You can also contact the Minnesota
Extension Service by calling (800) 322-8642.
Written by Sara Christopherson and Ken
Olson, Minnesota Extension Service

Minnesota's New Electronic Waste Law
On May 8, 2007, Governor Pawlenty
signed a new law for the collection and
recycling of video display devices (VDD)
sold to households/consumers: Video
display devices include all televisions,
laptop computers or computer monitors
that are sold to households. Displays
must be larger than 9 inches measured
diagonally.
Manufacturers of video display devices
(VDD) will register and pay a fee to the
state, and collect and recycle VDD from
households/consumers in Minnesota.
The ﬁrst year of the program began
July 1, 2007.
Under the law, there are roles and
responsibilities for manufacturers,
retailers, collectors, and recyclers of
video display devices.
Manufacturers: Under the law, a
“manufacturer” makes products for
sale under its brand, or has others
make products under its brand.
Manufacturers of video display devices
that wish to sell or have their products
sold to households/consumers in
Minnesota must register with the state
by September 1, 2007, and pay a fee.
* $5,000: Manufacturers of 100 or more
video display devices sold in Minnesota
each year.
* $1,250: Manufacturers of less
than 100 video display devices sold in
Minnesota each year.

Manufacturers must meet annual
targets for collection and recycling of
“covered electronic devices,” based on
their sales of “video display devices” to
households/consumers in Minnesota:
* Year one (July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008):
60% (by weight) of sales of video display
devices in Minnesota to households/
consumers in this time period.
* Year two and beyond: 80% (by
weight) of sales of video display devices
in Minnesota to households/consumers
for the July 1 - June 30 time period.
To meet these recycling targets,
manufacturers are subject to certain
conditions:
* Collected devices must come from
households/consumers, not business or
institutional sources.
* Manufacturers will need to track, for
audit purposes, the source of materials
recycled.
* Collected devices may be any
brand, not necessarily those of the
manufacturer.
* The law does not specify collection
methods. Manufacturers can enter
contracts with collectors or recyclers of
electronic wastes and work with them
to provide credits for materials they are
collecting. The program will have a list
of registered collectors and recyclers.
* In meeting the targets, manufacturers
can count the weight of recycled 'covered

COMING SOON: Fall clean-up and mattress recycling
The City of Elk River is proud to announce that a mattress recycling pilot
project will be held in conjunction with the Fall Clean Up event for city
residents from October 15 - 19, 2007. The mattress recycling event will be
open to ALL Sherburne County residents. However, non-resident rates will
apply for any items other than mattresses and box springs. A voucher will be
necessary to dispose of the mattresses/box springs. Vouchers can be picked
up at the City Hall from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. beginning October 8th, but
the materials must be delivered during Clean Up Week ONLY.
All mattresses/box springs must be dry in order to be recycled. Goodwill
Industries of Duluth dismantles the mattresses/box springs and recycles the
materials. At this time, they have not found an end user for the recycled
cotton, but otherwise, they have been recycling all the steel, wood, and foam.
Mattresses are considered a problem material for landﬁlls due to the fact
that they do not compact like other wastes and will sometimes get caught
up in the treads of the landﬁll equipment.
For more information on the mattress recycling event, please call Nicki
Blake-Bradley at 763-635-1073. Business waste (mattresses/box springs)
will not be accepted at this time.

The dry summer conditions experienced this year
and the past few years have caused widespread oak
Drought problems, with many oaks completely dieing back.
Stress or Trees suffering from drought stress are often attacked
Oak Wilt by two-lined chestnut borers, which can cause
symptoms much like oak wilt. Both can cause rapid
leaf drop and/or browning from the top of the tree
but a closer evaluation can sometimes indicate the real cause. Chestnut
borers attack trees that are often stressed from depleted root reserves or
damaged root systems. Adults will exit the tree in May and June leaving a
D-shaped exit hole. Larvae of the borers will create meandering galleries
just under the bark, severing the water and nutrient conducting tissues
and girdling the tree. Affected trees will often be in random, scattered
areas. In addition, the leaves from a tree suffering a chestnut borer attack
will turn uniformly brown. Oak wilt is a vascular disease affecting the
water conducting system. Once infected with oak wilt, the tree will die
from top down, with most of the leaves usually falling off. Oak wilt can
spread through interconnected root systems causing diseased pockets to
grow in size, moving sometimes 20 to 30 feet per year.
Properly diagnosing the cause can provide the landowner with a better
plan for addressing the problem and preventing further dieback. Factoring
in species diversity, stand density, and recent root disturbances can also
affect management plans. For further information, please call Sherburne
County Forester at 1-800-438-0578.

electronic devices.' This includes
computers and peripherals, printers,
facsimile machines, DVD players,
and video cassette recorders sold to
households/consumers, in addition to
video display devices.
Retailers: Retailers sell, rent, or
lease new video display devices to a
household in Minnesota through sales
outlets, catalogs, or the Internet. Sellers
of video display devices will only be
able to sell products to households in
Minnesota from manufacturers that
are registered with the state. Under the
Minnesota law, retailers pay no fees and
do not need to register with the state.
Retailers are required to report to each
registered manufacturer their annual
sales of that manufacturer’s household/
consumer video display devices; the
ﬁrst report must be delivered August 1,
2008.
Collectors of video display devices:
"Collectors" are public or private entities
that receive covered electronic devices
from Minnesota households. Collectors
must register (free) with the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) by
August 1 of each year. Beginning August
1, 2008, collectors must annually report
to the MPCA, providing the weight of
covered electronic devices collected for
recycling from Minnesota households/
consumers.

Recyclers/processors of video
display devices: Recyclers accept
covered
electronic
devices
from
households or collectors of these devices
in Minnesota. Recyclers dismantle the
devices for further processing or process
the devices into raw materials for use
in new products. Recyclers of covered
electronic devices must register (free)
with the state program by August 1 of
each year. Beginning August 1, 2008,
recyclers must annually report to the
state program, providing the weight of
covered electronic devices recycled from
Minnesota households/consumers.
Minnesota state government: The
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) is to oversee the program
implementation, annually review the
fee formula, and recommend changes to
the Legislature.
* The Department of Revenue will
collect fees and performance reports
from manufacturers.
* The Department of Administration
will ensure that bids on video display
devices are only taken from registered
manufacturers.
If you have any questions regarding
this new state law, please contact John
Exner of the Sherburne County Zoning
Department at 763-241-2947.
Sources: Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA)

The many forms
of wetlands
Do you have a wetland? Before digging or ﬁlling in that low spot, you may need
to determine if you're looking at a wetland. A wetland is an area where soil is wet
enough during the growing season to become hydric, and to support water-loving
plants. Each wetland is protected by Minnesota's Wetland Conservation Act, and/
or Minnesota's Protected Water Inventory. Following is a description of the eight
wetland types.
Type 1: Seasonally ﬂooded
These wetlands become apparent after heavy rains, spring snowmelt, and ﬂooding.
Seasonally ﬂooded wetlands, such as ﬂoodplain forests, are the most common wetland
type in the United States. Like the rest of the wetland types, they are very important
for holding and absorbing ﬂoodwaters, ﬁltering water, and recharging groundwater.
When not inundated by ﬂooding, the surfaces of these wetlands appear dry.
Type 2: Inland fresh meadows
These wetlands look dry most of the year, but they are normally wet within 12
inches of the soil surface. They are commonly covered in sedges, wildﬂowers, and
ferns. If invaded, they may be covered entirely by reed canary grass (an undesirable
invasive species). Oftentimes, these wetlands are cut for hay, or used as pasture.
Having very shallow, seasonally standing water makes them valuable to a large
variety of wildlife. Type 2 wetlands thaw ﬁrst in the spring, giving migrating ducks
a rejuvenating stop for food and rest. They also dry up during the year, keeping
salamanders and frogs safe from predatory ﬁsh, and providing forage and protective
cover to deer, butterﬂies, songbirds, and many other species. Type 2 wetlands are the
third most common wetland type in the United States.
Type 3: Inland shallow marshes
Type 4: Inland deep fresh marshes
Type 5: Inland open fresh water
Type 3, 4 and 5 wetlands are what most people imagine when thinking of wetlands,
but are among the least common wetland types in the United States. The soils of these
wetlands are waterlogged during most of the growing season, and may be covered
in several inches to several feet of water. Type 3 wetlands may be inundated with
six inches of water, and support cattails, arrowheads and rushes. Type 4 wetlands
may be inundated with three feet of water, and support water lilies, cattails, rushes,
wild rice and duckweeds. Type 5 wetlands, when inundated, hold less than six feet
of water, and are ringed by shallower wetland types. Water is generally less than
six feet deep in wetlands. When deeper than six feet, a wetland does not support a
high variety of hydrophytic vegetation, and is less useful to songbirds, salamanders,
butterﬂies and frogs.
Type 6: Shrub swamps
Shrub swamps provide a great deal of cover and forage for wildlife. Shrub swamp
soils are waterlogged, and may be covered with as much as six inches of water. Alders,
willow and dogwood are common residents of shrub swamps.
Type 7: Wooded swamps
Wooded swamps also provide cover for large and small wildlife species. Trees, such
as black ash, balsam, black spruce, cedar, and tamarack can grow in the swamp's
waterlogged soils. Wooded swamp trees can tolerate periodic inundation by as much
as one foot of water. These are the second most common wetland in the United
States.
Type 8: Bogs
Many people can identify a bog: the stunted black spruce and stunted tamaracks,
leatherleaf, cranberries, cottongrass, carnivorous plants, and sphagnum moss give
bogs their characteristic look. Many bogs were once lakes, before thousands of
years of decomposing plant matter (peat) slowly migrated across the surface of the
water. Before the lake bed ﬁlled completely, each plant ﬂoated precariously on its
predecessors.
Each wetland, regardless of type provides many services to people, and wildlife.
They hold ﬂoodwaters, recharge our groundwater supplies, clean our water, and
provide food and shelter for game, and non-game wildlife. The invaluable functions
and habitat of wetlands lead Americans and Minnesotans to request their protection.
Before conducting any work in a wetland, you should contact the Sherburne County
Zoning Ofﬁce (763-241-2900), or the Department of Natural Resources (320-2552976).

