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recycling used oil is easy in sherburne county
There are 7 used oil collection sites located throughout Sherburne County. The sites are open 365 days per
year.
It is free to dispose of your used motor oil. Used
oil filters are $.50/filter and $1.00/gallon for used antifreeze.
Properly dispose your used motor oil the next time
you change oil and other fluids from your automobile.

and buying recycled oil means helping reduce the need
of foreign oil. The American Petroleum Institute
(A.P.I.) “starburst” identifies engine oils that meet the
most current requirements of the International Lubricant Standardization and Approval Committee. Rerefined motor oils with this seal are the same quality as
non-recycled motor oil. Ask for re-refined oil at your
next oil change!
(Source: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency)

Used motor oil is a valuable resource.
Oils doesn’t wear out, it just gets dirty. The used oil
you take to a collection site can be recycled into new
products, burned for heat or the production of asphalt,
or used in power plants to generate electricity.
Used motor oil can contain toxic substances.
Such as benzene, lead, zinc and cadmium. When
used motor oil is improperly disposed of (thrown away
in the garbage or dumped on the ground or down a
sewer system) these pollutants may reach our lakes, rivers or the groundwater.
Buy recycled: re-refined oil.
Used motor oil can be re-refined into lubricating oils
that meet the same certifications and specifications as
new or virgin motor oil. Recycling oil consumes less
energy than pumping and refining oil from the ground
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For additional information about this publication please contact the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Department at 763-765-4450 or 1-800-438-0578

Questions?
Please contact John Exner with the Sherburne County Zoning Office at 763-765-4466 or East Side Oil Company at 1-888-252-6983.
Locations....
• Becker Area
Located at Chad’s Auto Repair
13050 1st St, Becker
• Clear Lake Area
Located at Clear Lake Fire Hall
(empty lot NE of Fire Hall)
7684 1st Ave W, Clear Lake
• Elk River Area
Located at Elk River Public Works
19000 Proctor Rd, Elk River
(A key-card is required to enter this site.)

• Princeton Area
Located at Central Fleet Service
12575 313th Ave, Princeton
• St. Cloud Area
Located at East Side Oil Co.
625 Lincoln Ave SE, St. Cloud
• Santiago Area
Located behind Santiago Town Hall
16656 20th St SE, Santiago
• Zimmerman Area
Located at Johnson’s Hardware Hank
12860 Fremont Ave, Zimmerman

Wetland Regulations
Are you thinking about digging out the
pond/wetland on your property? Are you
considering filling in a path or driveway
near your wetland? All wetland impacts are

regulated through the Minnesota Wetland
Conservation Act. Please contact Zach
Guttormson with the Sherburne County
Zoning Dept at 763-765-4450 or 1-800-

438-0578 to discuss the regulations and
permit requirements relating to wetlands in
Sherburne County.

Permit Requirements in the Shoreland District
Do you live on a lake or river and would
like to complete a shoreland project this
summer? Whether it’s planting a vegetative
buffer, removing living or dead trees, install-

ing a beach sand blanket, or modifying the
stairs to the water – a Shoreland Alteration Permit may be required! Please contact Zach Guttormson with the Sherburne

County Zoning Dept to discuss regulations
and permitting requirements at 763-7654450 or 1-800-438-0578.

2016 Sherburne County Recycling & Disposal Guide
Recycling Facility Name

Used Oil Collection Sites

B & E Recycling Station
16501 Hwy 10

Chad’s Auto Repair
13050 1st Street

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Becker
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Central Appliance Recyclers Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts, Mercury, Fixtures
3107 Hwy 10
St. Cloud
800-430-3221		

Clear Lake Oil Recycling
Lot east of Fire Station

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Clear Lake
320-252-9711

24/7

Lake State Recycling

19188 Industrial Blvd, Ste B
Elk River
Metals, Electronics, Automotive Scraps, Appliances

Metro Appliance Recyclers
16403 60th St NE

Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts
Otsego
763-241-8787		

East Side Oil Company
621 Lincoln Ave SE

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
St. Cloud
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Pythons Recycling Center
550 4 1/2 St NE

Aluminum, Glass, Plastic, Paper, Cardboard
St. Cloud
320-253-2054		

Elk River Oil Recycling
19000 Proctor Ave

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze - Key Card Required
Elk River
320-252-9711
Sunrise to Sunset

Metals, Electronics, Appliances, Fluorescent Bulbs, Cardboard, Batteries
Elk River
763-441-7211		

763-241-4000

Randy’s Environmental Services Appliances, Electronics, Document Destruction.
5625 Quam Ave NE
St. Michael
763-972-3335

Solid Waste Facility Name
Elk River Landfill
22460 Hwy 169

Garbage, Furniture, Construction & Demoliton Debris, Tires, Railroad Ties, Appliances, Electronics
Elk River
763-441-2464		

Elk River Resource Processing Plant
Garbage, Furniture, Mattresses, Box Springs, Tires, Propane Cylinders
10700 165th Ave NW
Elk River
763-445-5846		
Vonco II Landfill
15301 140th Ave SE

Construction and Demolition Debris, Tree Stumps, Root Balls
Becker
763-262-8662		

Compost Sites
Becker Compost Site*
Call for Directions

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Becker
763-261-4449
Sunrise to Sunset

Big Lake Compost Site*
18041 198th Ave

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Big Lake
763-263-2107
Sunrise to Sunset

Elk River Compost Site*
19000 Proctor Ave

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Elk River
763-635-1000
Sunrise to Sunset

Zimmerman Compost Site* Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)
Call for Directions
Zimmerman
763-856-4666
Sunrise to Sunset
*Access cards required

Household Hazardous Wastes
Tri-County Hazardous Waste Facility
3601 5th Street S.
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Paints, Stains, Solvents, Cleaning Products, Fuels, Spa Chemicals,
Yard Chemicals, Mercury, Mothballs, Adhesives, Aerosols
Waite Park
800-450-6140
M 9-5, T-F 9-4, 3rd Sat 8-12

Santiago Township Oil Recycling Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Behind Santiago Townhall Santiago
320-252-9711

24/7

Central Fleet Service
12575 313th Ave

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Princeton
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Johnson’s Hardware Hank
12860 Fremont Ave

Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze
Zimmerman
320-252-9711

24/7 Used

Automotive salvage yards
HANS Foreign Auto Parts
22823 Elk Lake Rd NW

Cars & Car Parts
Elk River

763-441-0707

M-F 9-5

Jerry’s Auto Salvage
20798 Highway 10

Cars & Car Parts
Big Lake

763-263-2600

M-F 8-5

Rite Away Auto, Inc
17901 198th Ave NW

Cars & Car Parts
Big Lake

763-263-7373

M-F 8-5

Miscellaneous Items
Plymouth Foam
13900 Industry Ave

Clean Styrofoam (EPS) Only - Not accepted if the material
contains food wastes, liquids, paints or paper
Becker
763-261-4900
M-F 7-3

Product Recovery, Inc.
11680 Hwy 10 SE

Utility Poles
Becker

Sylva Company

Tree Recycling - Fees may be applicable for stumps and rootballs.
Call for pricing details. (Wood Chips and Logs Free)
Princeton
763-389-2748
M-F 8-4

900 Airport Road

763-261-2458

Call for Hours

For disposal or recycling of items not located on this list please call John Exner with the Sherburne County Zoning Office at 763-765-4466 						

You can view the Sherburne County Recycling Guide online at: www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/

This newsletter
is printed on
recycled paper.
Please recycle it again.

Have a Greener Holiday

Recycling
Residents of Sherburne County have a convenient option when it comes to recycling
your Christmas Tree after the holidays.
Simply bring your tree to one of the
public compost sites located nearest to you and unload it into the
designated area. Please remember to
remove all ornaments and lights prior
to recycling your tree.
Public compost sites are located in
Becker, Big Lake, Elk River and
Zimmerman.
Please visit www.
co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/compost.php for directions to each site.
The sites are open seven days a week
from sunrise to sunset.
Please be advised that anyone
wishing to use the compost sites
will need to pick up a free keycard to access these sites. Keycards are free to all Sherburne
County residents, including
those residents that live in townships. Key-cards may be picked
up at the Zimmerman City
Hall (Monday-Thursday)
the Big Lake City Hall,
Becker City Hall, Elk River
City Hall and Elk River
Maintenance
Facility
(Monday-Friday 8am4:30pm)
Please call John
Exner,
Sherburne
County
Zoning
Department, at
763-765-4466
if you have
any
questions.

The holiday season is a
time for celebration and for
getting together with family and friends. But we all
know that, in the midst of
all the celebrating, sometimes it's hard to remember
the impact the season can
have on our natural resources. Here are some tips for
conserving these resources
while celebrating the joys of
the season!
Approximately 33 million
live Christmas trees are
sold in North America every
year. After the holidays, look
for ways to recycle your tree.
Check with your garbage
hauler and find out if they
collect and mulch trees. In
addtion, each of the four
public compost sites located
within the County accept
Christmas trees.
Have a create-your-owndecorations party! Invite
family and friends to create
and use holiday decorations
such as ornaments made
from old greeting cards
or cookie dough, garlands
made from strung popcorn
or cranberries, wreaths
made from artificial greens
and flowers, and potpourri
made from kitchen spices such as cinnamon and
cloves.
Turn off or unplug holiday
lights during the day. Doing
so will not only save energy,
but will also help your lights
last longer.
Thousands of paper and
plastic shopping bags end
up in landfills every year.
Reduce the number of bags

thrown out by bringing
reusable cloth bags for holiday gift shopping. Tell store
clerks you don't need a bag
for small or oversized purchases.
Donate the older toys that
your children no longer use
to charities. Also check with
local libraries. A number of
public libraries have extended their children's section
to include a lending collection of toys, games, puzzles,
musical instruments, and
such.
About 40 percent of all
battery sales occur during
the holiday season. Buy
rechargeable batteries to
accompany your electronic
gifts, and consider giving
a battery charger as well.
Rechargeable
batteries
reduce the amount of potentially harmful materials
thrown away, and can save
money in the long run.
When giving flowers as
gifts, consider buying longlasting silk flowers, potted plants, or live bushes,
shrubs, or trees that can
be planted in the spring as

gifts.
Bake cookies or other
goodies for your friends and
love ones and package them
in reusable and/or recyclable containers as gifts.
Homemade goodies show
how much you care and help
you avoid packaging waste.
If you host a party, set
the table with cloth napkins
and reusable dishes, glasses, and silverware. Consider
renting more formal tableware that you might not
use very often. Also save
and reuse party hats, decorations, and favors.
After parties, fill your dishwasher to capacity before
running it. You will run
fewer cycles, which saves
energy.
Wash and reuse empty
glass and plastic jars, milk
jugs, coffee cans, dairy tubs,
and other similar containers that would otherwise
get thrown away. These containers can be used to store
leftovers as well as buttons,
nails, or other loose items.
source:
www.epa.gov/
wastes/
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It’s a Winter Protection for

Young trees that have smooth, thin
bark are vulnerable to damaging
effects of winter when planted in an
open landscape like a yard or
campus. Left unprotected, the
likely result will be an unsightly frost crack that will create
a wound and initiate internal
decay that will remain with the
tree forever, compromising its
structural integrity. The resulting injury starts out subtly, but
over time becomes wider and
more obvious. The only remedy
is prevention.
If you have newly planted trees
in your landscape, such as maple
or linden, now is the time to prevent this irreversible damage.
The best part is that it is simple!
Two of the best options include

Newly Planted Trees
inexpensive “tree wrap”, (available at most hardware and home
improvement stores) or white
vented tree tubes (also widely
available). The tubes are more
of an investment but also are
re-usable!
Avoid black or dark colored
wrap or tubes. Light colors are
preferred to reflect the sun off
the tree and prevent heating of
the cells under the bark.
In the spring, simply remove
the protection to allow the bark
of the tree to weather and toughen up. Protection is no longer
necessary when the bark develops furrows and rough texture.
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Agricultural Plastic Collection Program coming
to Minnesota Locations in February of 2017

Great News! Minnesota Farmers in
several locations will soon be able to
recycle their used Ag and grain bags,
most silage bunker covers and bale
wrap at NO COST.
Depending on location and plastic use, Revolution Plastics has
announced that they will spot and
empty a dumpster on farms or dairies at no cost to the farmer starting in February 2017. The program
is limited to the collection of the
approved plastics below:
AG PLASTICS: Used irrigation tape
and tubing, greenhouse, hoophouse,
fumigation and other cover films
SILAGE PLASTICS: Used bale
wrap, ag/grain bags, most bunker
covers and oxygen barrier film.

The collected plastic will be consolidated and trucked to the company
facilities in Arkansas for recycling.
Delta Plastics is one of the largest
recyclers of heavily soiled and contaminated plastic in the U.S. With a
specialized fleet of collection vehicles,
they recover, clean and process more
than 150 million pounds of material each year. Since 1998, the company has diverted 1 billion pounds
of waste material from landfills, and
they continue to expand capacity to
efficiently handle growing demand.
Revolution Plastics, a sister company to Delta Plastics has now
launched a program to clean up used
silage plastic and recycle the material in their facilities located here in

the USA. The mission is to provide
high-value sustainable solutions to
their customers through innovative
closed loop recycling systems that
preserve our environment for future
generations.
Sign up to participate in this free
collection program is simple. Farmers
and other Ag producers need only to
sign up through this linked website.
https://www.revolutionplastics.com/
index.php
They do not need to sign up with
the counties or other local organizations, only with Revolution Plastics
Company itself.
While Revolution Plastics has
announced plans to start collection here in Minnesota, the effort is

Renewable Energy Sources Located in Sherburne County
Waste-to-Energy plants, such as Elk
River Energy Recovery Station, convert “refuse derived fuel” from mixed
municipal solid waste (garbage) into
energy. Using waste to generate electricity provided an efficient disposal
method for garbage.
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) is considered a “biomass” fuel, similar
to plant matter and animal waste.
Municipal solid waste is a replenishable resource and using it to generate electricity helps conserve natural
resources such as oil, coal, and natural gas.
Elk River Energy Recovery Station’s
three generators produce up to 35
megawatts of electricity from up to
1,000 tons of processed solid waste,
also know as RDF.
The power plant began commercial
operation in 1950, utilizing coal and
oil. In 1963, it was converted to a
nuclear power plant, before being
changed back to operate on coal and
oil in 1968. The plant was then con-

The
Sherburne
County
Master Gardeners would like
to invite you to attend the 13th
Annual Learn & Grow Garden
Expo on Saturday, March 25th
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. at Big Lake
High School. Registration
costs $30, which includes a
variety of informative speakers, Panera Lunch, "make and
take it" sessions, educational
displays, and over 25 vendors.
Registration information will
be available at the U of MN
Extension Office in Sherburne
County (763) 765-3075, online
at
http://z.umn.edu/sherburnemg, or on Facebook @
SherburneMasterGardeners!

verted in 1989 to operate on RDF.
The Elk River Energy Recovery
Station is able to consume as much
as 1,000 tons per day of RDF. Using
solid waste as an energy source
reduces up to 300,000 tons of garbage
annually from entering landfills.
As a waste-to-energy power plant,
the Elk River Energy Recovery
Station meets the definition of biomass energy in Minnesota. The
renewable energy classification recognizes that the Elk River Energy
Recovery Station is environmentally
safe and beneficial to the residents of
Minnesota by converting waste materials into electrical energy.
The Elk River Energy Recovery
Station is owned and operated by
Great River Energy (GRE). In addition, GRE owns and operates the
Elk River Resource Processing Plant
where municipal solid waste is processed in RDF.
In addition to the Elk River Energy
Recovery Station, another waste-to-

energy power plant is located in
Sherburne County. The Elk River
Landfill is home to a landfill gas to
electric plant which currently supplies the energy needs for about
1,500 homes in the City of Elk River.
As waste from the landfill decomposes, methane gas is produced. Elk
River Landfill collects the methane
gas by placing a series of extraction
wells and collection pipes into the
waste. The methane gas collected is
used to fuel specially modified engine
generators to produce electricity. Elk
River Municipal Utilities distributes
the electricity to its customers.
The Methane-To-Electricity Facility
is a 5,100 square foot, state of the
art power plant that contains four
800-killowatt Caterpillar generators
with the ability to generate approximately 20 million kilowatt hours per
year. The Elk River Landfill is owned
and operated by Waste Management.

dependent on farm sign-ups. When enough
farms have signed up - about 250- depending up total quantities of plastics generated, the Revolution Bag Company will begin
collections on participating farms.

For more information about this project
contact:
Recycling Association of Minnesota
Brita Sailer
651-641-4560
brita@recycleminnesota.org

Household Hazardous Waste facility

Not sure what to do with left over paints, stains, adhesives, and other household chemicals?
Dispose of these items and many others for FREE at the Household Hazardous Waste Facility
located at 3601 5th Street South, Waite Park, MN 56387 (directions below).
The Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility accepts a wide variety of household products that are not allowed to be mixed with your household garbage.
Hours of Operation
Monday: 9am – 5pm Tuesday - Friday 9am – 4pm
3rd Saturday of each month from 8am – Noon
Sunday Closed
Product Exchange Room (Reuse Room)
Another benefit of visiting the HHW Facility is the Product Exchange Room. The Product
Exchange is stocked with products that someone else was not able to use and are free for those
who may need a little paint to touch up a room or cleaning supplies that are still in good shape.
These products are available to residents of the Tri-County area (Sherburne, Stearns, Benton) free
of charge. Most of the products have been opened, so containers most likely will only be partially full. The HHW Facility cannot guarantee that the product you are looking for will be
available, as it will depend on what has been brought in for
disposal prior to you arriving. Given the increasing costs
of such items when purchased in retail stores, a significant savings may be obtained by checking the Product
Exchange Facility for availability on a product before
making a store purchase.
Directions
From Mills Fleet Farm in Waite Park, go
south (away from Division St) on 28th Ave
S, turn right onto County Road 138, turn
left onto 34th Ave S, go to end of road
and turn right into the Household Hazardous Waste Facility.
Questions
Please contact John Exner of the

Office
The Sherburne County Master GardenersSherburne
wouldCounty
like toZoning
invite
youat to
763-765-4466
or
contact
the
Household
attend the 13th Annual Learn & Grow Garden Expo on Saturday,
Hazardous Waste Facility at 1-800-450March 25th 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. at Big Lake High
School. Registration costs
6140.
$30, which includes a variety of informative speakers, Panera Lunch,
"make and take it" sessions, educational displays, and over 25
vendors. Registration information will be available at the U of MN
Extension Office in Sherburne County (763) 765-3075, online
Products accepted Include
at http://z.umn.edu/sherburnemg, or on Facebook
Fuels
Paints
Adhesives
@SherburneMasterGardeners!
(Gasoline, Diesel, Etc.)
Poison
Aerosols
	
  
Fluorescent Bulbs
Pool/Spa
Automotive
(limit 10 bulbs per vehicle)
Chemicals
Chemicals
Garden
(NO MOTOR OIL – SEE
Roofing Tar
BELOW)
Chemicals
Sealers
Car Batteries
Mercury

4

Cleaners

7
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Checking Frozen Septic Systems

If an onsite septic system freezes
during a cold winter it is important
to know why and where the system
froze. This will help determine if
repairs, corrections or changes to the
system are necessary to make sure
it will operate properly in the future.
The steps needed will depend on the
type of system and where the freezing occurred. If the freezing problem
was simply because of cold temperatures and/or lack of snow cover to
insulate the system, it may just need
to be checked for problems and perhaps minor repairs or improvements
made.
However, some freezing problems
are the result of problems with the
design, installation or use of the
system that may require significant
repairs or changes to solve the problem. Other factors, such as excessively high or very low water use, can
also be a contributing factor to the
freezing problem.
There are four common locations where systems can freeze.
1. Pipe from house to tank
2. Septic tank and/or pump tank
3. Pipe to soil treatment area
4. Soil treatment area
It is important to determine where
and why the system froze so corrective actions can be taken to avoid
freezing in the future. A licensed
onsite professional should be able to
determine where the system froze
if it is not obvious. Homeowners
should also know where each component of the system is located to aid
in problem solving and proper maintenance. After a system has been
frozen and thawed each component
should be checked.
1. Pipe from house to tank
If the pipe between the house and
septic tank froze, two issues need
to be evaluated. First, make sure
there are no leaking fixtures, such as
toilets or faucets, or low wastewater
generating devices, such as a high
efficiency furnace, discharging into
the system. Secondly, make sure the
entire pipe has sufficient slope without any sags to assure water is draining into the septic tank (minimum of
1” drop in eight feet and a maximum
2” in eight feet). This slope must be
toward the tank.

Products not accepted Include
Household Garbage
Medical Waste
Motor Oil, Filters, Anti-Freeze
(See Below)
Pharmaceutical Waste
Tires
Unknown Items
NO DRUMS

If there is a pump in the system, it
should be inspected to make sure the
floats have not been damaged. The
pump should be checked to assure
it is pumping effluent and it will
turn off and on as necessary. It is
important that the pump is accessible at all times. This may require
the installation of a riser to bring the
access to the surface. Because bringing the manhole to the surface will
allow more heat loss from the tank,
it is a good idea to add Styrofoam
under the manhole cover or place
insulation (loose material such as
straw, hay or leaves) over the top of
the cover each fall.
3. Pipe to soil treatment area
The pipe from the tank to the soil
treatment area may have frozen for
the same reasons as the pipe from
the home (#1). If so, the same remedies would apply. In addition, if there
is a pump in the last tank, it is criti-

cal that when the pump shuts off, all
the effluent drains back into the tank
through a weep hole. A weep hole is
typically a ¼ hole in the lowest portion of the piping in the manhole.
This weep hole will drain water even
when the pump is on. Two common
problems in pump tanks are check
valves that do not allow effluent to
drain back and pumping systems
designed for drainback through the
pump. A licensed onsite professional
can determine if a check valve is in
place or if the effluent is draining
through the pump.
4. Soil treatment area
If the soil or mound was soggy or
wet before the winter, the system
needs a thorough evaluation by an
onsite professional to determine why
it is not operating properly. If sewage
comes to the surface while frozen in
the winter, this creates a health risk
to people or animals that can easily can come in contact with it. This
problem is serious and must be corrected. If ignored after the freezing
problem, sewage is likely to surface
in this area in the future. The solution may be as simple as bringing in
additional topsoil or a more extensive
reworking of this part of the system. Checking the distribution system should also be done. In gravity
situations drop or distribution boxes
should be checked and in pressure
applications the system should be
verified.
If a drip distribution system froze,
a licensed onsite professional trained
to maintain the system should troubleshoot the system to determine if
a problem exists. Common reasons
for drip systems freezing include
improper drainback and frozen air
relief valves.
For More Information:
Please visit the University of
Minnesota Onsite Sewage Treatment
Program’s website at: http://septic.
umn.edu/owners/index.htm for more
information about proper operation
of septic systems. You may also contact the University’s Onsite Sewage
Treatment Program staff at 612625-7243 or the Sherburne County
Zoning Office at 763-765-4450.
Source: University of Minnesota’s
Onsite Sewage Treatment Program

Non-permitted site clean-up program

Mothballs

Appliances
Asbestos Containing Items
Business Waste
Commercial Waste
Demolition Debris
Drywall Compound
Electronics
Explosives
Furniture

2. Septic tank and/or pump tank
When a septic tank freezes the
baffles need to be check to verify that
they are still in place and have not
been damaged. The tank(s) should
also be checked for cracks, although
this occurs very rarely. Styrofoam,
which is designed to be buried, can be
placed over the tank to insulate it by
removing the soil cover, placing 1-3
inches of Styrofoam and replacing
the soil cover. If the tank was pumped
out because of a freezing problem and
this pumping was not done through
the manhole (>20 inches in diameter)
then proper maintenance of the tank
was not performed. In this case the
tank should be pumped on its normal
2-3 year interval from the last date of
proper maintenance.

The Non-Permitted Residential
Site Cleanup Program was recently
amended by the County Board of
Commissioners. Changes were made
to better assist County residents that
may have old dump sites or illegal solid waste materials on their
property (that they themselves did
not contribute towards) to properly
cleanup and dispose of those materi-

als. One of the changes to this program was to increase the upper limit
of the cost share formula so that
larger and more costly sites may now
become affordable.
The Non-Permitted Residential Site
Cleanup Program is a cost share
program intended to help residential
property owners who have old dump
sites or illegal solid waste materials
on their property afford the cost of
cleanup on their land with program
funds that may be used for removal,
disposal, and contract costs.
The County Board of Commissioners
recognizes the importance of such
a program that encourages the
removal and proper disposal of solid
waste materials to further protect
our precious resources such as our
soils and groundwater. According
to the Anoka Sand Plain Regional
Hydrogeologic Assessment completed by the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources, a great majority of Sherburne County soils are

sandy and have a very high sensitivity to groundwater contamination.
This is true because sandy soils are
more permeable and have less resistance than other soil types such as
clay which are less permeable and
are tighter soils in nature that help
delay contaminates from reaching
the uppermost aquifer (water table),
which is considered to be high in
most areas of the County. Therefore,
old dump sites and solid waste materials pose a real threat to our soils
and groundwater.
Since this program was first adopted in 1995, it has provided numerous
property owners with an affordable
means to cleanup and properly dispose of old dump sites and solid
waste materials. If you have questions about this program, please contact our office at 763-765-4450. You
may also access this program via
the County web site at: http://www.
co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/programs.php#siteCleanup

