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Sherburne County
Flood Maps
Effective November 16, 2011 Sherburne County has new and improved flood maps.
If you live on or near a floodplain, you may have been following our progress through
this long and careful process.

March 10th, 2012..............................................................

City of Elk River
Energy Expo

April 14th, 2012.................................................................

University of MN
Extension Garden Expo

May 5th & 6th, 2012....................................................

MN Environmental Partnership
Living Green Expo

Spring 2012.......................................................................

Free Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Events

In the past five years, Sherburne County and our partners at the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Barr
Engineering, have surveyed landscapes, analyzed data, created maps, collected public
comments, and checked our work at every step. What became official on November
16th is the culmination of years of hard work, cooperation and meticulous attention
to detail.
How does this benefit you? Knowing the elevation to which flood levels are expected
to rise help us as a community build smarter. We can build above the most common
floods. Seeing the approximate floodplain boundaries on an interactive digital map
can help us stay out of the most commonly flooded areas. Better data can help banks
determine who must buy flood insurance, and who has the option to decline it.
To see the digital flood maps, direct your browser to the “Property Information/
Interactive Maps” quick link at www.co.sherburne.mn.us, or stop by the Sherburne
County Zoning Office. Remember, the digital maps are a best approximate flood
boundary based on the data we have available. If you are hoping to build, remodel or
insure, you may need to hire a surveyor.
If you have floodplain or flood map questions, contact Jen Oknich of the Sherburne
County Zoning Office at 763-765-4450.

City of Elk River Energy Expo 2012
The Energy Expo offers something for everyone! The 2012 Energy City Expo will be held on Saturday, March 10,
2012. Attend the expo and learn about products and services from energy-focused exhibitors, be entertained by
an energy themed carnival and various activities from Community Education, or search for the Expo Medallion!
Minnesota native, Mark Furtman, (nature photographer) will deliver the keynote speech at 10 a.m. in Zabee
Theater. For more information please contact the City of Elk River at 763-635-1000.

Area Recycling Guide
Facility Name	Address	City		
Phone		Hours				Materials Accepted for Recycling		
B & E Recycling Station 16501 Hwy 10 Elk River
763-441-7211
M-F 8:30-5, Sat 8:30-1
Appliances, Electronics, Aluminum, Metals, Batteries,
					
Fluorescent Bulbs, Cardboard					
Becker Compost Site
Call for Directions
Becker
763-261-4449
24/7
Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush					
Becker True Value Hardware 13350 1st St
Becker
763-261-4464
M-F 8-7, Sat 8-5, Sun 10-3 Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts, HID Bulbs, Household Batteries		
Big Lake Compost Site
Call for Directions
Big Lake
763-263-2268
9am-9pm daily
Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush					
BNG Services
31521 125 1/2 St
Princeton
763-389-7804
M-F 8-4, Sat 8-noon
Electronics, Appliances, Metals, Fluorescent Bulbs 			
Central Appliance Recyclers 3107 Hwy 10 SE
St. Cloud
320-252-3221
M-F 9-5, Sat 9-noon
Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs,
					
Mercury Devices, Fixtures						
Chad’s Auto Repair
13050 1st St
Becker
Contact East Side Oil
			
320-252-9711
24/7
Used Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze					
Clear Lake Oil Recycling
Lot East of Fire Hall Clear Lake Contact East Side Oil
			
320-252-9711
24/7
Used Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze					
East Side Oil Company
621 Lincoln Ave SE St. Cloud
320-252-9711
24/7
Used Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze					
Elk River Compost Site
19000 Proctor Ave
Elk River
763-635-1000
dawn to dusk daily
Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush					
Elk River Landfill
22460 Hwy 169
Elk River
763-441-2464
M-F 7-5, Sat 7-noon
Appliances, Electronics, Batteries, Tires, Yard Waste			
Elk River Oil Recycling
19000 Proctor Ave
Elk River
763-635-1000
M-F 8-4:30
Used Oil and Oil Filters						
Jerry’s Auto Salvage
20798 Hwy 10
Big Lake
763-263-2600
M-F 8-5, Sat 8-noon
Automotive Parts, Tires, Car Batteries, Metals, Used Oil		
Metro Appliance Recycling
16403 60th St NE
Otsego
763-241-8787
M-F 9-5,
				
Sat by appointment
Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts			
Product Recovery, Inc.
11680 Hwy 10
Becker
763-261-2458
MWF 8-4, Sat 9-noon
Utility Poles and Trees						
Python’s Recycling Center
550 4 1/2 St NE
St. Cloud
320-253-2054
M-F 8:30-5, Sat 8:30-2
Aluminum, Metals, Glass, Plastic, Cardboard, Paper			
Santiago Twp Oil Recycling Behind Townhall
Santiago
Contact East Side Oil
			
320-252-9711
24/7
Used Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze				
Schmiege’s Salvage
25140 Hwy 169
Zimmerman 763-856-2037
M-F 9-5, Sat 8-noon
Automotive Parts, Tires, Car Batteries, Metals,
					
Used Oil, Machinery						
Tri County Household
601 20th Ave N
St. Cloud
800-450-6140
Hours Vary, Please Call Paints, Solvents, Cleaners, Gas, Mercury; Garden, Yard,
Hazardous Waste Facility					
& Pool Chemicals					
Vonco II Landfill
& Recycling Facility
15301 140th Ave SE Becker
763-262-8662
M-F 7-5
Tree Stumps, Grubbing & Root Balls, Demolition Debris
Zimmerman Compost Site
25449 2nd St E
Zimmerman 763-856-4666
24/7
Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush					
Zimmerman Oil Recycling
Hardware Hank Store Zimmerman Contact East Side Oil 320-252-9711
Fri 3-7, Sat 9-1 Used Oil and Oil Filters			

You can view the Sherburne County Recycling Guide online at: www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/
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Please recycle it again.

Tips for Weathering the
Winter Without Waste
• Consider using non-toxic de-icing substances such as clean clay cat litter, sand,
or fireplace/stove ash to prevent hazardous waste from chemicals.

The Recycling Association of Minnesota (RAM), in
partnership with the Clean Energy Resource Team
(CERTs), announces the third annual launch of
“Recycle Your Holidays™”, the one and only statewide holiday light recycling program. “Recycle
Your Holidays™” recycles every part of the light
strings. Even the little lights are recycled by project partner Green Lights Recycling, stated Ellen
Telander, Executive Director of RAM. “This year
our goal is to recycle 200,000 light strands and to
encourage more Minnesotans to make the change
to LED light strands.” Recycling your old, broken
light strands is easy. Simply bring your strands of
lights to any one of the collection points located in
the area. RAM will recycle all lights and cords free
of charge and RAM contracts with local vocational
centers to provide meaningful jobs and green job
training for individuals with disabilities. You may
recycle your unwanted holiday lights at any of the
following locations:
• Elk River City Hall
• Spectrum High School, Elk River
• Union Church, Elk River
• Grady’s ACE Hardware, Monticello
• Otsego City Hall
• Metro Appliance Recyclers, Otsego
• Princeton Public Utilities
• Townsquare Media, St. Cloud
• Tri-County HHW Facility
For further information please visit the Recycling
Association of Minnesota’s website,

• Winterize your vehicle by checking your air filter and fluid levels, checking tires
for tread wear and proper inflation, and checking the condition of your windshield
wipers. Ensuring your vehicle is ready for weather changes will reduce damage,
which prevents waste from broken parts, and will keep you safe on the road.
• If you have a wood-burning fireplace, save your ashes in a tin instead of throwing them away. Cold wood ashes can be mixed in your compost heap to create a
valuable soil amendment that provides nutrients to your garden.
• Use electric snow removal products rather than gasoline-powered ones. While
electric products consume energy, they do not emit greenhouse gases. As alternatives, use snow shovels, ice crackers, and brooms to clear snow from your sidewalk,
porch, or driveway.
• Before leaving for vacation, turn down your thermostat (or use a programmable
one) so that you don’t waste natural resources by generating unneeded heat. You
can also buy outdoor and indoor lights with timers so that lights don’t stay on all
night.
• Close the recycling loop. Many articles of clothing, such as jackets, scarves,
gloves, and boots, are now made from recycled materials. Most fleece products are
made from recycled plastic soda bottles, and certain clothing and shoe manufacturers use recycled cotton scraps and rubber tires to make their products.
• Winter storms can cause power outages. Prevent waste by keeping rechargeable batteries rather than disposable ones stored throughout your house with your
flashlights. If you do use disposable batteries, prevent hazardous waste by buying
batteries with low mercury content.
• “Recycle” old newspapers by making rolled paper logs for your fireplace. Roll
newspaper sheets around a broom stick until your log is the desired size, then soak
your log thoroughly in water. Dry the log overnight and use like ordinary wood.
Always follow proper safety precautions
when burning anything around your home.
Source: U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)

www.recycleminnesota.org

Christmas Tree Recycling

Sherburne County residents have the convenient option of recycling your
Christmas Tree free of charge at the public compost sites located throughout
the County. Simply bring your tree to the compost site located nearest to you
and unload it into the designated area.
Public compost sites are located in the Cities of Becker, Big Lake,
Elk River and Zimmerman. The sites are open seven days a week
from sunrise to sunset.
Please be advised that anyone wishing to use the Zimmerman site
will need to pick up a free key-card for entry. City of Zimmerman
and Sherburne County residents are eligible to receive one free
electronic key-card per household. Key-cards may be picked up
at the Zimmerman City Hall (Monday 7am – 6:30pm;
Tuesday-Thursday 7am – 5:30pm). Please be advised that
commercial users and non-county residents will be required
to purchase a key card in order to access the site.
Please call John Exner, Sherburne County Zoning Department,
at 763-765-4466 if you have any questions.
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Help Sherburne County name our park
Sherburne County is soliciting
names for their park located in Clear
Lake Township along the Mississippi
River. A park naming challenge is
underway to find a GREAT name
for the County’s newest park.
All names considered will be judged
by the Sherburne County Park

Commission for a recommendation
to the County Board. The final
determination will be at the discretion of the County Board.
Check the County’s website to view
an aerial photo of the park and for
information about the park plan.
Feel free to do your own research

and get creative.
Submit your ideas to Sherburne
County Planning & Zoning, 13880
Business Center Drive, Elk River,
MN 55330 or enter your proposed
name on the website. Include your
address, email, and phone information please. www.co.sherburne.mn.us

What’s Blooming In
Our Wetlands
and On Our Shores?
Meet Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) and Big
Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii)
Habitat: Both are native to Sherburne County, and may
occur in wet meadows (type 2 wetlands) and shorelines,
but do better in slightly drier conditions (especially little
bluestem). Little bluestem, big bluestem, Indiangrass
(Sorghastrum nutans) and switchgrass (Panicum virgatum)
are the four dominant tallgrass prairie plants. All of them
have beautiful fall displays.
Bloom: Little bluestem has purple flowers along three inch
stems. As the days grow shorter, the plant becomes maroon,
and sparkles with fluffy white seeds.
Bloom: In the fall, big bluestem has three-prong purple and
yellow flowers, shaped much like a turkey foot. The plant
turns colors with the seasons, spending the dormant months
in an array of blues, reds, yellows and purples.
Growth: Both are clump-forming grasses. Little bluestem
reproduces primarily from seeds. Big bluestem reproduces
primarily from rhizomes (roots), but also by seeds. Both
can be found at native plant nurseries.
Pollinators: Both are pollinated by the wind.
Browsers: Livestock, songbirds, butterflies and bison love
both bluestems.

Schizachyrium scoparium photo courtesy
of Saxon Holt Photography

Height: As their names imply, little bluestem is shorter than
big bluestem. Little bluestem grows two or three feet tall. Big bluestem grows three to eight feet tall.
Planting natives is a great way to beautify your property, provide habitat for wildlife, prevent erosion, protect
water quality, and cut down on mowing. If you’re considering altering your wetland or shoreland, please
remember a permit may be required from Sherburne County Zoning. Contact Jen Oknich at 1-800-438-0578
for more information.

Cell Phones for Soldiers Inc. is asking residents all across the
country to help troops call home by donating gently-used cellular
phones. With ongoing deployments to combat areas and elsewhere, as many as 369,000 troops are serving in the United States
Military overseas. By donating gently-used cellular phones to
Cell Phones for Soldiers, residents can provide troops with that
precious connection to loved ones back home.
Cell Phones for Soldiers has provided more than 114 million
minutes of free talk time to service men and women stationed
around the world. Funds raised from the recycling of cellular phones are used to purchase pre-paid international calling
cards. On average, Cell Phones for Soldiers distributes 12,000
calling cards each week to bases around the world, care package
programs, deployment ceremonies and VA hospitals. Donated
phones are sent to Michigan based ReCellular for recycling. For
every donated phone valued at just $5, Cell Phones for Soldiers is
able to provide two and a half hours of free talk time to deployed
troops.
For more information about Cell Phones for Soldiers and to
obtain a free pre-paid shipping label please visit their website at
www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com

Sherburne
Water Plan
Advisory
Committee

What Should You Do If Your
Onsite Septic System Freezes?

Applicants
are
being
sought for a citizen at-large
member for the Sherburne
Water
Plan
Advisory
Committee to be appointed
by the Sherburne County
Board of Commissioners.
The Committee is an
advisory committee to the
Commissioners, and oversees
the
Sherburne
County
Local Water Management
Plan. Preference will be
given to candidates whose
background,
education
or experience is in one
or more of the following
areas: agriculture, natural
resources, and/or education.
The candidates must reside
in Sherburne County. Term
length is 3 years.

If your septic system is frozen, your first step is to call an onsite sewage treatment professional. Unless the cause of freezing is corrected the system will
refreeze next winter. If you have a pump and hear water constantly running in a pump tank (a possible indication of a frozen system) shut off your pump
and call an onsite sewage professional. This will likely be a pumper or an installer who can help determine the cause of the problem and offer solutions.
The University of Minnesota Onsite Program web site is one place to go to locate a professional - http://septic.umn.edu . Many pumpers and installers
have devices called steamers and high-pressure jetters to try to unfreeze system piping. Other methods used to help fix a freezing problem include adding
heat tape and tank heaters. Cameras can be sent down the pipes to determine where
the freezing is occurring and if repairs are needed. If the soil treatment system is
full of ice, or there is evidence of leaking, there is no need to thaw the lines leading
to the treatment area, as it cannot accept liquid until the area is thawed in spring.

An
application
for
appointment is available at
www.sherbuneswcd.org
or
at the Sherburne SWCD
office. Submit applications
via email to: tdeterman@
sherburneswcd.org,
fax
(763) 241-1161, or mail to
Sherburne SWCD, 14855
Hwy 10, Elk River, MN 55330.
Applications will be accepted
until the position is filled.
If you have any questions
contact Tiffany Determan,
Watershed Coordinator, at
(763) 241-1170 ext. 3.

Donate Used
DVDs to Veterans

Do you have used DVDs at home that you
no longer watch? If so, consider donating
them to DVDs4Vets. Drop off movies or
television shows at your local VA facility,
or mail them to DVDs4Vets, a national
organization that distributes them where
needed. Please visit www.dvds4vets.org
to learn more about where you can mail
your used DVDs. DVDs4Vets’ mission is
to provide veterans who for any reasons
cannot obtain DVDs on their own. Please
note, they are unable to accept VHS tapes.

If it is not feasible to correct the problem or equipment is not available in your
area, the only other option is to use the septic tank(s) in the system as a holding
tank until the system thaws naturally. You will need to contact a pumper who
will empty out the tanks when they are full on a regular basis .This can be very
costly, especially with normal volumes of water use (50 to 75 gallons per person
per day). Reduce water use by limiting the number of toilet flushes, taking
short showers, using the dishwasher at full capacity, limiting running water to
get hot or cold and doing laundry at a laundromat. It is smart to find the cause
of the freezing problem so that it can be addressed in the spring, preventing
future freeze-ups. Then preventative measures can be added to the system such
as adding insulation around the tank and pipes or adding additional cover.
• There are many misconceptions about how to deal with a frozen onsite system
• Do NOT add antifreeze, salt or a septic system additive into the system.
• Do NOT pump sewage onto the ground surface.
• Do NOT start a fire over the system to attempt to thaw it out.
• Do NOT run water continually to try to unfreeze system.
What Can You Do to Prevent Your Onsite System From Freezing in the Future
Depending on your system, location, and water use, you may never have a
freezing problem. However, there are several steps that you can take if you are
concerned about your onsite system freezing. Here are some precautions if you
have had a past problem or are concerned about having a future problem. It is not
necessary to do all of these, but you may pick and choose based on your situation:
1. Place a layer of mulch (8-12 inches) over the pipes, tank and soil treatment system to provide extra insulation. This mulch could be straw, leaves,
hay or any other loose material that will not compact and stay in place. This is particularly important if you have had a new system installed late
in the year and no vegetative cover has been established. If your system is currently frozen ignore this step, as it will delay thawing come spring.
2. Let the grass in your lawn get a little longer in the late summer/fall over the tank and soil treatment area. This will provide extra insulation and
help hold any snow that may fall.
3. Use water; the warmer the better if you feel the system is starting to freeze. The Onsite Sewage Treatment Program is usually an advocate of
water conservation, but if freezing is a concern, increasing low use to a normal water use can help the system. This includes spreading out your
laundry schedule to possibly doing one warm/hot load per day, using your dishwasher and maybe even taking a hot bath. DO NOT leave water
running all the time, as this will hydraulically overload the system.
4. If you know you are going to be gone for an extended period, plan accordingly. This could include having someone use sufficient quantities of
water in the home regularly or pumping out your tank before leaving. If you live in an area with a high water table, you should only pump out
the tank if the tank was designed for high water table conditions . If a tank is left full for several winter months, the sewage will get very cold in
shallow tanks and can even freeze. If you then return home before temperatures start to rise, the effluent leaving the tank will be cold. By starting
with an empty tank, you can then start fresh with warm effluent. If you use a cabin on a limited basis during the winter months, this may be a
good idea as well.
5. Fix any leaky plumbing fixtures or appliances in your home. This will help prevent freezing problems and help your system work better year
round.
6. If you have appliances that generate very low flows such as high efficiency furnaces, you can put a heat tape in the pipe, and while on vacation
have someone come by and run warm water for a while. Alternately, you could install a small condensate pump that holds and discharges 2 gallons per cycle.
7. Keep all types of vehicles and high traffic people activities off of the system. This is a good rule to follow year round.
8. Make sure all risers; inspections pipes and manholes have covers on them. Sealing them and adding insulation is a good idea. Insulation may be
added during construction particularly if the top of the septic tank is within 2 feet or the surface.
9. Keep an eye on your system. If any seeping or ponding occurs contact an onsite professional to help determine the cause and remedy.
10. Add more insulation to your system. This could include replacing pipe with insulated pipe, adding styrofoam over septic tanks or adding more
soil cover.
Source: University of Minnesota Onsite Sewage Treatment Program

