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The Need for Eyeglasses: 153 Million Reasons Lions Clubs Recycle for Sight
According to The World Health
Organization, 153 million people
have uncorrected refractive errors
(near-sightedness, far-sightedness or
astigmatism). Most of these vision
impairments are quickly diagnosed
and easy to treat with corrective
lenses.
Still, millions of people in developing
nations are pushed deeper into
poverty simply because they don’t
have glasses. They can’t learn, because
reading is difficult. They can’t work to
the best of their ability, because they

can’t see clearly.
It costs Lions less than $0.08 to
provide a pair of recycled eyeglasses
and change someone’s life.
For children, clear vision means
a
better
education,
healthier
development and a better quality
of life. For adults, it means greater
employment
opportunity
and
economic strength. For seniors it
means less dependence on others.
Lions Clubs collect millions of
eyeglasses each year to address the
need for glasses, making eyeglass

recycling one of our most popular
activities.
Here’s how you can donate glasses
and help. In Sherburne County there
are two locations where you can drop
off you old glasses: In Becker, deliver
your old eyewear to either the Becker
Community Center (entryway) or to
Insight Eye Care. In Elk River, the
Lions Club has a collection point at the
Star News, 506 Freeport Ave, Suite A
(near Dolphin Car Wash). There is no
charge to recycle your old eye glasses
or sun glasses.

2013 Sherburne County Recycling & Disposal Guide
Recycling Facility Name
B & E Recycling Station
16501 Hwy 10
Elk River
763-441-7211
M-F 8:30-5, Sat 8:30-1
					

Metals, Electronics, Appliances, Fluorescent Bulbs,
Cardboard, Batteries

BNG Services

Metals, Electronics, Appliances, Fluorescent Bulbs, Batteries

31521 125 1/2 St NW

Princeton

612-401-1004

M-F 8-4 or by appointment

Central Appliance Recyclers
3107 Hwy 10
St. Cloud
800-430-3221
M-F 9-5, Sat 9-Noon
					

Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts,
Mercury, Fixtures

Lake State Recycling

19188 Industrial Blvd, Ste B Elk River

763-241-4000

M-F 8-5

Metals, Electronics, Automotive Scraps, Appliances

Metro Appliance Recyclers

16403 60th St NE

Otsego

763-241-8787

M-Thurs 9-5, Fri 9-Noon

Appliances, Electronics, Fluorescent Bulbs, Ballasts

Pythons Recycling Center

550 4 1/2 St NE

St. Cloud

320-253-2054

M-F 8:30-5

Aluminum, Glass, Plastic, Paper, Cardboard

Solid Waste Facility Name
Elk River Landfill
22460 Hwy 169
Elk River
763-441-2464
M-F 7-4:30
					

Garbage, Furniture, Construction and Demoliton Debris,
Tires, Railroad Ties, Appliances, Electronics

Elk River Resource Processing Plant

10700 165th Ave NW

Elk River

763-445-5846

M-F 7-4, Sat 7-3

Garbage, Furniture, Mattresses, Box Springs, Tires, Propane Cylinders

Vonco II Landfill

15301 140th Ave SE

Becker

763-262-8662

M-F 7-5

Construction and Demolition Debris, Tree Stumps, Root Balls

Compost Sites
Becker Compost Site*

Call for Directions

Becker

763-261-4449

Sunrise to Sunset

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)

Big Lake Compost Site*

18041 198th Ave

Big Lake

763-263-2107

Sunrise to Sunset

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)

Elk River Compost Site*

19000 Proctor Ave

Elk River

763-635-1000

Sunrise to Sunset

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)

Zimmerman Compost Site*

Call for Directions

Zimmerman

763-856-4666

Sunrise to Sunset

Grass Clippings, Leaves, Brush (no logs or root balls)

*Access cards required 						

Used Oil Collection Sites
Chad’s Auto Repair

13050 1st Street

Becker

320-252-9711

24/7

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze

Clear Lake Oil Recycling

Lot east of Fire Station

Clear Lake

320-252-9711

24/7

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze

East Side Oil Company

621 Lincoln Ave SE

St. Cloud

320-252-9711

24/7

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze

Elk River Oil Recycling
- Key Card Required

19000 Proctor Ave

Elk River

320-252-9711

Sunrise to Sunset

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze

Santiago Township Oil Recycling

Behind Santiago Townhall Santiago

320-252-9711

24/7

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze

Central Fleet Service

12575 313th Ave

Princeton

320-252-9711

24/7

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze

Johnson’s Hardware Hank

12860 Fremont Ave

Zimmerman

320-252-9711

24/7

Used Motor Oil, Oil Filters, Antifreeze

Household Hazardous Wastes
Tri-County Hazardous Waste Facility 3601 5th Street S.
Waite Park
800-450-6140
				

M 9-5, T-F 9-4,
3rd Sat each month 8-12

Paints, Stains, Solvents, Cleaning Products, Fuels, Spa Chemicals,
Yard Chemicals, Mercury, Mothballs, Adhesives, Aerosols

Automotive salvage yards
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Backyard Composting

Through composting in your which means your vegeta- bage disposal and the extra • Sawdust
backyard, you can recycle bles will be greener, and your water it takes to flush it • Grass Clippings
fruit scraps, vegetable peel- plants will be brighter and down your drain.
• Rinsed Eggshells
ings, grass clippings and more vibrant.
• Composting is a great soil • Pine Needles
leaves into a wonderful soil • Reduce your garbage and amendment for sandy soil. • Garden Waste
amendment called humus. your garbage bill. Remove Reducing the need to pur- • Straw
Benefits, both environmental the organic material from chase chemical fertilizers
and economical, of compost- your garbage and you may be and potting soil.
To prevent odors and
ing include:
able to a have a smaller garkeep pests away from
• Enjoy Healthier Plants. bage can, which always costs What types of material your backyard compost
Compost can be spread on less in Minnesota.
can be composted:
bin, do not compost the
your lawn, as top dressing, or • Conserve water and save • Vegetable scraps
following:
placed around plants, bushes money.
Placing compost • Green plant trimmings
• Meat or Bones
and trees as a mulch to help around plants, bushes and • Fruit scraps
• Pet Waste
retain moisture and inhibit trees will help retain mois- • Old flowers
• Whole Eggs
weed growth.
ture so you won’t have to • Leaves
• Dairy Products
• Backyard composting water as much. Composting • Tea Bags
allows you to produce healthy your food waste means you • Coffee grounds and filters
soil overall for your plants, don’t have to use your gar- • Acorns
There are many examples on the internet that will show you how to build your own backyard composting bin. In addition, most home improvement stores
have pre-manufactured compost bins for sale. If you would like additional information please contact John Exner, Sherburne County Zoning, john.exner@
co.sherburne.mn.us.

Septage: What is it and where does it go?
Have you ever driven by an open field and noticed
the land application of septage, believing there was a
cause for great concern? In reality, it’s a safe practice
that can produce environmental and economic
benefits.
Septage is the material pumped from residential and
small business septic tanks. In Minnesota, septage is
either land-applied or transferred to a publicly owned
treatment facility, such as a municipal wastewater
treatment plant.
About 70% of Minnesota’s septage is land-applied.
In many parts of the state, municipal plants have
limitations on how wmuch septage they can accept.
Therefore, the practical solution for most septic
pumpers is to apply the septage to land.
Individual onsite septic systems usually consist of
a septic tank and a soil treatment area. The septic
tank is designed to collect the wastewater from the
home and separate the liquids from the solids – which
is the septage. The liquids go to the soil treatment
area (or drain field) where harmful bacteria and other

pathogens are destroyed and some nutrients removed.
When done properly, the soil treatment area and landapplication of septage returns cleaned, safe water to
the ground water.
Septic pumpers must follow guidelines developed by
the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) to protect public safety and water quality.
These guidelines include specific distances from
property lines, waterways, wells, surface waters and
residential or commercial sites. The septic pumper
must also document what crops are grown and how
they are managed, meet guidelines for how much and
how often septage is applied to each site, and keep
complete records. Lime must be added to destroy
harmful pathogens and help control odors.
The proper land-application of septage has many
advantages. Farmers are able to utilize a natural
fertilizer source, reducing the amount of commercial
fertilizers they use, such as nitrogen. Applying septage
locally and limiting travel distances helps control costs

Sherburne County 2013
Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Events

Events are FREE for all Sherburne County Residents (I.D. Required)
Residential Households do not need to pre-register.

HANS Foreign Auto Parts

22823 Elk Lake Rd NW

Elk River

763-441-0707

M-F 9-5

Cars & Car Parts

Jerry’s Auto Salvage

20798 Highway 10

Big Lake

763-263-2600

M-F 8-5

Cars & Car Parts

Date	Time	Location

Rite Away Auto, Inc

17901 198th Ave NW

Big Lake

763-263-7373

M-F 8-5

Cars & Car Parts

Schmiege’s Salvage Yard

25140 Highway 169

Zimmerman

763-219-2237

Call for Hours

Cars & Car Parts, Machinery, Tanks up to 1000 gal

June 26th
3–6pm
		

Miscellaneous Items
Plymouth Foam
13900 Industry Ave
Becker
763-261-4900
M-F 7-3
					

Clean Styrofoam (EPS) Only Not accepted if the material contains food wastes, liquids, paints or paper

Product Recovery, Inc.

Utility Poles

11680 Hwy 10 SE

Becker

763-261-2458

Call for Hours

Sylva Company
900 Airport Road
Princeton
763-389-2748
M-F 8-4
					

Tree Recycling - Fees may be applicable for stumps and rootballs.
Call for pricing details. (Wood Chips and Logs Free)

For disposal or recycling of items not located on this list please call John Exner with the Sherburne County Zoning Office at 763-765-4466 						

You can view the Sherburne County Recycling Guide online at: www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/

This newsletter
is printed on
recycled paper.
Please recycle it again.

Sherburne Co. Public Works
Building, Zimmerman

Sept. 10th&11th

		

3–6pm

(Enter Across From YMCA)

Sherburne County Fairgrounds

Sept. 24th

3–6pm

KJ's Refuge Bar & Grill, Orrock

Agricultural Pesticides
Pre-registered farmers may bring their unwanted agricultural pesticides to
these collection events for free disposal. For transportation planning purposes, pre-registration is required by calling John Exner at 763-765-4466 to
inventory the amount of agricultural pesticides being delivered for disposal.

for pumpers and homeowners. As fuel prices rise, the
cost of septage disposal rises. According to Minnesota
state codes, all rural property owners must have their
septic tanks evaluated a minimum of every three
years, and pumped if needed. It is the homeowner’s
responsibility to ensure their septic system is working
properly as it recycles used water and replaces it in
the ground water.
For more information, visit the University of
Minnesota Extension website at http://septic.umn.edu
or contact the Sherburne County Planning & Zoning
Department at 1-800-438-057 or online at zoning@
co.sherburne.mn.us. You may also view Section 18.4
of the Sherburne County Solid Waste Management
Ordinance, which regulates the land application of
septage, at www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/ord.
php.
This article was written by Valerie Prax of the
University of Minnesota Extension
Thank you to the University of Minnesota for
allowing us to reprint this article.
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Products accepted
For FREE Include

Products NOT
Accepted Include

Adhesives,
Aerosols,
Automotive Batteries
(no household
batteries please)
Cleaners,
Fuels,
Fluorescent Bulbs
(up to 10 per household),
Garden Chemicals,
Mercury Containing Items,
Mothballs, Paints,
Poisons, Pool Chemicals,
Sealers, Solvents

Business/
Commercial Wastes,
Household Garbage,
Demolition Debris,
Electronics,
Appliances,
Tires,
Motor Oil,
Filters,
Anti-Freeze,
Furniture,
Medicines

Questions? Contact John Exner with the Sherburne County Zoning Dept. at 763-765-4466 or

john.exner@co.sherburne.mn.us
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tems release nutrients and pathogens (bacteria and viruses) that can be picked up
by stormwater and discharged into nearby
waterbodies. Pathogens can cause public
health problems and environmental concerns.
 Inspect your system every 3 years and
pump your tank as necessary.
 Don’t dispose of household hazardous
waste in sinks or toilets.
Pet Waste
Pet waste can be a major source of bacteria
and excess nutrients in local waters.
 When walking your pet, remember
to pick up the waste and dispose of it
properly. Flushing pet waste is the best
disposal method. Leaving pet waste
on the ground increases public health
risks by allowing harmful bacteria and
nutrients to wash into the storm drain
and eventually into local waterbodies.

Stormwater runoff occurs when precipitation
from rain or snowmelt flows over the ground.
Impervious surfaces like driveways, sidewalks, and streets prevent stormwater runoff from naturally soaking into the ground.
Why is stormwater runoff a problem?
Stormwater can pick up debris, chemicals,
dirt, and other pollutants and flow into a
storm sewer system or directly to a lake,
stream, river, wetland, or coastal water.
Anything that enters a storm sewer system
is discharged untreated into the waterbodies
we use for swimming, fishing and providing
drinking water
The effects of pollution
 Polluted stormwater runoff can have
many adverse effects on plants, fish,
animals and people.
 Sediment can cloud the water and make
it difficult or impossible for aquatic
plants to grown. Sediment also can
destroy aquatic habitats.
 Excess nutrients can cause algae
blooms. When algae die, they sink to
the bottom and decompose in a process
that removes oxygen from the water.
Fish and other aquatic organisms can’t
exist in water with low dissolved oxygen
levels.
 Bacteria and other pathogens can wash
into swimming areas and create health
hazards, often making beach closures
necessary.
 Debris - plastic bags, six-pack rings,
bottles, and cigarette butts - washed
into waterbodies can choke, suffocate,
or disable aquatic life like ducks, fish,
turtles, and birds.
 Household hazardous wastes like
insecticides, pesticides, paint, solvents,



used motor oil, and other auto fluids
can poison aquatic life. Land animals
and people can become sick from eating
diseased fish and shellfish or ingesting
polluted water.
Polluted stormwater often affects
drinking water sources. This, in turn,
can affect human health and increase
drinking water treatment costs.

Stormwater Pollution Solutions
Residential
Recycle or properly dispose of household
products that contain chemicals, such as
insecticides, pesticides, paint, solvents, and
used motor oil and other auto fluids. Don’t
pour them onto the ground or into storm
drains.
Lawn Care
Excess fertilizers and pesticides applied
to lawns and gardens wash off and pollute
streams. In addition, yard clippings and
leaves can wash into storm drains and
contribute nutrients and organic matter to
streams.
 Don’t overwater your lawn. Consider
using a soaker hose instead of a
sprinkler.
 Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly.
When use is necessary, use these
chemicals in the recommended amounts.
Use organic mulch or safer pest control
methods whenever possible.
 Compost or mulch yard waste. Don’t
leave it in the street or sweep it into
storm drains or streams.
 Cover piles of dirt or mulch being used
in landscaping projects.
Septic Systems
Leaking and poorly maintained septic sys-

Construction
Erosion controls that aren’t maintained can
cause excessive amounts of sediment and
debris to be carried into the stormwater system. Construction vehicles can leak fuel, oil,
and other harmful fluids that can be picked
up by stormwater and deposited into local
waterbodies.
 Divert stormwater away from disturbed
or exposed areas of the construction site.
 Install silt fences, vehicle mud removal
areas, vegetative cover, and other
sediment and erosion controls and
properly maintain them, especially after
rainstorms.
 Prevent soil erosion by minimizing
disturbed areas during construction
projects, and seed and mulch bare areas
as soon as possible.
Agriculture
Lack of vegetation on streambanks can lead
to erosion. Overgrazed pastures can also
contribute excessive amounts of sediment
to local waterbodies. Excess fertilizers and
pesticides can poison aquatic animals and
lead to destructive algae blooms. Livestock
in streams can contaminate waterways with
bacteria, making them unsafe for human
contact.
 Keep livestock away from streambanks
and provide them a water source away
from waterbodies.
 Store and apply manure away from
waterbodies and in accordance with a
nutrient management plan.
 Vegetate riparian areas along
waterways.
 Rotate animal grazing to prevent soil
erosion in fields.
 Apply fertilizers and pesticides
according to label instructions to save
money and minimize pollution.
Source US EPA http://water.epa.gov/
action/weatherchannel/stormwater.cfm

used oil, filters,
anti-freeze
Recycling Sites available 24/7
Please recycle used motor oil, filters and anti-freeze at one of the seven collection sites established throughout the county. Each site is self-service and available to the public seven days a
week. These sites only accept these three items. The used motor oil, filter & anti-freeze recycling
sites are located at locations listed to the right.
If you have any questions about the Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events or the Oil
Recycling Sites please contact John Exner with the Sherburne County Zoning Department at 763765-4466 or john.exner@co.sherburne.mn.us.

The importance of an abundant and clean water
supply can not be argued. Minnesota is blessed
with an abundance of high quality water resources
but ensuring that the State’s waters are clean
requires awareness and efforts from everyone. Two
of the leading factors of impaired water quality are
stormwater runoff and illicit discharges. This article
will briefly describe those two factors and the steps
Sherburne County Planning and Zoning is taking to
protect our waters from being polluted.
Stormwater runoff is one way pollutants can
entering the State’s waters. Whenever rain or
melting snow runs through yards and down streets
it carries debris which can transport pollutants into
the state’s waters. The main pollutants caused by
stormwater runoff are: sediments (dirt, that fills in
lakes and streams and caries other pollutants into
our waters), nutrients (small quantities of fertilizers
create an overabundance of algae), microorganisms
(fecal bacteria caused by untreated animal and
human waste) and toxics (pesticides, salt, and heavy
metals). This type of pollution enters the state’s
waters many ways and many times it is not visible.
Illicit discharges that enter into ditches, streams
and lakes are another way pollutants can enter the
State’s waters. Some examples of illicit discharge
include: chemical spills, failing septic systems,
illegal dumping of solid waste, and improper storage
or disposal of solid waste. Efforts to eliminate
pollutants from stormwater runoff and illicit
discharge are headed by the Sherburne County
Planning and Zoning Department. Those efforts
range from free public hazardous waste collection
events to regulating ordinances.
The Sherburne County Planning and Zoning
Department requires septic systems be evaluated
by a certified septic inspector when properties are
transferred or if a land use permit is requested and
the septic system is over 10 years old. This effort is
undertaken to ensure septic system are functioning
properly and not causing pollutants to enter the
ground water. The Sherburne County Solid Waste
Department enforces ordinances prohibiting illegal
dumping and improper storage of solid waste on
private properties. The Solid Waste Department
also facilitates several free hazardous waste cleanup
events annually. These events are held to provide
County residents an opportunity to property dispose
of paints, lawn chemicals, fuel, fertilizers, solvents
and miscellaneous chemicals free of charge.
Controlling stormwater runoff and illicit discharges
from conveying pollutants into the State’s waters is
challenging, because sources of pollution can come
almost anywhere. Sherburne County Planning and
Zoning Departs will continue their efforts to control
pollutants from entering the State’s waters. But it
also requires awareness from the County’s residents
and businesses to be aware how they manage their
properties and potential pollutants that may be
sitting around.
For more information about this article please
contact the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning
Department at 1-800-438-0578 or online at zoning@
co.sherburne.mn.us.

Central Fleet Supply
12575 313th Ave, Princeton
(container located on NE side of parking lot)
Chad’s Auto Repair
13050 1st St Becker
(container located in front of store)
Clear Lake Oil Recycling
Clear Lake
(container located in the empty lot NE of the fire hall)
East Side Oil Company
621 Lincoln Ave SE St. Cloud
Elk River Oil Recycling
19000 Proctor Ave Elk River
(located inside the compost area, free access key card required to enter site)
Johnson’s Hardware Hank
12860 Fremont Ave Zimmerman
(located on west side of parking lot)
Santiago Town Hall
16943 20th St SE Santiago
(located behind Town Hall)

The Sherburne County Non-Permitted Site
Cleanup Program is a cost share program
intended to help residential property
owners who have old buried garbage dumps
on their property afford the costs to clean
up their land with program funds that can
be used for removal, disposal and contractor
costs. This program creates an affordable

opportunity for residential property owners
to clean up waste sites that are, or have
the potential for, contaminating soils or
groundwater and may be in violation of the
Sherburne County Solid Waste Ordinance. In
addition, the program provides an incentive
to improve the natural aesthetics and value
of a land parcel.

If you would like more information,
including eligibility requirements and the
cost share formula, please view the program
application at www.co.sherburne.mn.us/
zoning/sw/programs.php or contact John
Exner with the Sherburne County Zoning
Department at 763-765-4466 or john.
exner@co.sherburne.mn.us.

Four yard waste compost sites are located
within Sherburne County. All residents
of Sherburne County may use any of the
four sites free of charge. Please see below
for important details if you plan to use the
compost sites this summer.
Access Key Cards Now Required
All four compost sites are gated and will
require a key card to enter the site.  Pick up
your free key cards at one of the following
locations (please note, these are not the
compost site locations):
• Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Ave,
Becker (open M-F, 8am-4:30pm)
• Big Lake City Hall, 160 Lake St N, Big
Lake (M-F, 8am-4:30pm)
• Elk River City Hall, 13065 Orono Pkwy
(M-F, 8am-4:30pm)
• Elk River Maintenance Facility, 19000
Proctor Ave, Elk River (M-F, 8am-4:30pm)
• Zimmerman City Hall, 12980 Fremont
Ave, Zimmerman (Monday 7am-6:30pm,
Tuesday-Thursday 7am-5:30pm, Closed on
Fridays)
Card keys are continually valid, you will

not need to obtain a new card key each year.
One key card will be issued per household.
Remember to bring a photo ID (valid
driver’s license) for residency verification.

to use these sites are required to purchase
a $50 access pass valid for the calendar
year only. Commercial users are required
to purchase a $200 access pass valid for the
calendar year only (Accepted Items only –
see above). No vehicles over 19,500 GVW
will be allowed at any of the compost sites.

Public Yard Waste Compost Sites in Sherburne County

Accepted Items
(sites are now monitored via closed circuit
television)
• Grass Clippings • Leaves
Sod • Thatch • Brush
• Branches (4” in diameter or less)

Items NOT Accepted
• Stumps • Rocks • Concrete
• Plastic or Trash • Branches
(4” in diameter or greater)
• Bags (empty and dispose of bags in
dumpster or take home to reuse)
• Wood/Brush/Branches from anywhere in
Hennepin or Ramsey Counties (due to the
Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine)

Commercial User or Non-Sherburne
County Resident
Non-Sherburne County residents wishing

Lost Your Pass?
If you lose your access key card, you can
return to any of the City Hall’s and receive a
new access card for $5. Bring your photo ID
such as a valid driver’s license.

Compost Site Locations/Questions
Driving directions to each of the
compost site are available online at www.
co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/compost.
php (scroll down the webpage down until
you see a map). Please contact John Exner
with the Sherburne County Zoning office at
763-765-4466 or john.exner@co.sherburne.
mn.us if you have any questions or request
additional information.

Sherburne County awards five SCORE Grants
In 1989, the Minnesota
Legislature
adopted
comprehensive waste reduction
and recycling legislation based
on
the
recommendations
of the Governor’s Select
Committee on Recycling and
the Environment (SCORE).
SCORE is part of Minnesota’s
Waste Management Act and
provides counties with a
funding source to develop waste
reduction, recycling and solid
waste management programs.
Ambitious goals for recycling
and waste reduction were set
for Minnesota counties and
have typically been met, if not
exceeded.
Minnesota State Statute
115A.557 provides Sherburne
County with requirements
for the distribution and
application of the funds.
SCORE Grants may be used for
recycling programs, developing
markets for recycled products
(purchasing or producing),
reducing the amount of waste
generated,
and
providing
technical
assistance
and
education
to
public
and
private entities on solid waste
management, litter prevention,
and recycling.

Check your
home for
Radon

What is Stormwater Runoff?

Sherburne County’s Non-Permitted Site Clean-Up Program

On April 2nd, Sherburne
County awarded five SCORE
Grants for the 2013 year.
Below is a brief description of
each awarded grant:
Zimmerman/Princeton Girl
Scout Troop 578 received a
$6,300 grant to help off-set costs
associated with their monthly
paper/cardboard
recycling
events held throughout the
year at the Shopko Parking Lot
in Princeton. The Girls Scouts
collected and recycled nearly
40 tons of paper products
during their monthly collection
events held in 2012. The public
may drop off their paper and
cardboard products off for
recycling the second weekend
each month (bins are available
all day long). Please place
materials in the designated
bins.
Becker Boy Scouts Troop
92 received a $8,680 grant to
help off-set costs associated
with their monthly paper/
cardboard recycling events
held throughout the year at
the Food Pride Parking Lot
in Becker. The Boy Scouts
collected and recycled 90 tons
of paper products during their
monthly collection events held
in 2012. The public may drop

The Minnesota Department
of Health recommends that all
homes in Minnesota be tested for
radon. It’s the only way to know
if your home has an elevated
level of radon, which can cause
lung cancer. Radon is an odorless,
colorless, tasteless gas that occurs
naturally in Minnesota soils
and can enter homes primarily
through cracks and openings in
basement or foundation floors and
walls.
MDH estimates that one in
three existing Minnesota homes
have radon levels that pose a

their paper and cardboard
products off for recycling the
first Saturday of each month.
Please place materials in the
designated bins.
The Sherburne County 4-H
Clubs received a $1,600 grant to
implement a source separated
organics collection program
at their food stand during
the 2013 Sherburne County
Fair.
Food waste, napkins,
and biodegradable utensils
will be collected and delivered
to a compost facility instead
of a landfill. During the 2012
County Fair, the Sherburne
County 4-H Clubs collected 520
lbs of compostable materials
from the 4-H Food Stand alone.
The
Sherburne
County
Health & Human Service
Department received a $4,800
grant for a car seat recycling
program called REseat™. The
grant will subsidize the cost
to recycle car seats through
the Recycling Association of
Minnesota (RAM).
Due to
liability concerns, child car
seats should not be reused and
should be discarded after their
expiration date. The cost to
recycle is $10 per seat, however
this fee will be waived for
Sherburne County residents.

large health risk over many years
of exposure. Radon is the second
leading cause of lung cancer in
the United States and more than
21,000 deaths are attributed to
radon each year.
Radon exposure, however, is
largely preventable. First, test
your home to see if you have
elevated radon levels. Testing is
easy, inexpensive and only takes
3-5 days. In homes with levels
over 4.0 pCi/L, homeowners
should consider verification
testing and possibly installing
a mitigation system, which will

RAM dismantles the car seat
into three different recycling
components:
metal, plastic
and cloth straps, allowing
them to recycle 95% of the car
seats! For more information
about car seat recycling
please contact Mark Lees,
Sherburne County Health &
Human Services, at 763-7654114 or online at mark.lees@
co.sherburne.mn.us.
The Sherburne County Soil
& Water Conservation District
(SWCD) received a $400 grant
to help off-set recycling and
disposal costs during their
annual clean-up along the
Elk River and several of its
tributary rivers/streams.
If
you would like to participate in
this event, which is scheduled
for October 5th from 9am11:30 am, please contact the
Sherburne County SWCD at
763-241-1170, ext. 3.
If you have any question
regarding the 2013 SCORE
Grants, please contact John
Exner with the Sherburne
County Planning & Zoning
Department at 763-765-4466
or online at john.exner@
co.sherburne.mn.us.

remove radon from your home.
The final step is to encourage
friends, family, and coworkers to
test their own homes for radon.
Radon test kits can be
purchased at the Health and
Human Services Department
at the Sherburne County
Government Center or by
contacting Matt Jackson with
Sherburne County Health and
Human Services at 763-765-4115.
Short Term Radon kits are $5 and
Long Term Radon kits are $10.

