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Household Hazardous Waste Collection

2010 EVENTS
SCHEDULE
DATE

TIME

Location

June 28th

3pm – 6pm

Fire Hall, Clear Lake

August 30th & 31st

3pm – 6pm (both days)

Fairgrounds, Elk River

September 1st

3pm – 6pm

KJ's, Orrock

Leftover household products that
contain certain corrosive, toxic,
or reactive ingredients are considered to be “Household Hazardous
Waste” or “HHW”. Products, such
as paints, cleaners, oils, batteries, and
pesticides, which contain potentially
hazardous ingredients, require special care when you dispose of them.
Improper disposal of HHW may
include pouring them down the
drain, on the ground, into storm
sewers, or in some cases putting them

out with the trash. The dangers of
such disposal methods might not be
immediately obvious, but improper
disposal of these wastes can pollute
the environment and pose a threat to
human health.
Certain types of HHW have the
potential to cause physical injury
to sanitation workers, contaminate
septic tanks or wastewater treatment systems if poured down drains
or toilets, and present hazards to
children and pets if left unattended

around the house.
Bring your unwanted or unused
HHW to a Sherburne County
Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Event. Three (3) collection events still remain this summer
in Sherburne County which are free
for county residents.
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Sherburne County Zoning Department to present at Palmer Township Hall
The Sherburne County Planning & use plan, and general building and zonZoning staff will be presenting infor- ing information. Anyone interested in
mation to local residents at the Palmer learning more about your local Planning
Township Hall on Monday June 14th at and Zoning office and what services they
6:30 p.m. on the services that their office offer are welcome to attend.
provides and the issues they regularly
The Palmer Township Hall is located
manage. A variety of topics will be cov- at 4180 105th Avenue, Clear Lake, MN.
ered including the new proposed flood- For additional information, please conplain maps, septic system rules, solid tact the Sherburne County Planning &
waste management, shoreland issues, Zoning Department at 763-241-2900.
updates to the Comprehensive Land

Smoke alarm is just one part of
emergency escape plan
A smoke alarm is just part
of an emergency escape safety

plan. Everyone in the residence
should know what a smoke
alarm sounds like and practice
what to do when the alarm is
activated, especially if a fire
occurs in the middle of the
night and no lights are available
to aid escape.
When a fire occurs, time is
critical. Be sure to select a
safe place where everyone can
meet after escaping, such as a
mailbox or sidewalk. Never go
back into a burning building
for any reason.
Carbon monoxide alarms alert
residents of a toxic, odorless gas
Carbon monoxide (CO) is
a toxic, colorless, odorless gas
that is formed as a product of
the incomplete combustion of
carbon or carbon compound.
Poisoning is caused by inhalation of CO. There are many
symptoms for CO poisoning
including headache, nausea,
confusion and shortness of
breath. These can lead to convulsion, unconsciousness, coma
and death.
CO is produced by combustion engine exhaust, portable
propane heaters, improperly
operating furnaces or water
heaters, barbecues burning

This newsletter
is printed on
recycled paper.
Please recycle it again.

Great River Energy purchases
Elk River Resource Recovery Facility

Remodeling Your House?
Reuse or Recycle the Debris...
- John Exner, Environmental Specialist

BE ALARMED
BE PREPARED
Why are smoke alarms required?
Fire deaths occur in residential buildings more than in any
other building type. More than
half of all fire deaths in residential buildings occur while
the occupants are asleep and
unaware. Death usually results
from asphyxiation, long before
the fire reaches the occupants.
Smoke alarms installed in a
home give an early warning of
smoke and provide the occupants the critical few moments
needed to escape.
In general, the code requires
that smoke alarms be provided
on each floor of a dwelling and
in the corridor giving access
to bedrooms and in bedrooms.
Alarms in new construction
must receive their power from
the building wiring and have a
battery backup in the event of
electrical power loss. Alarms
must be wired directly into the
building wiring system and no
switches, plugs or mechanical disconnects are permitted
between the electric service
panel and the alarms.
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charcoal and portable or nonvented gas burning appliances.
State law requires CO detectors to be placed in new and
existing residential structures in
Minnesota. Location of detectors shall be within (10) feet of
each room used for sleeping
purposes.
CO alarms must be either
hardwired into the electrical
wiring, directly plugged into
an electrical outlet without a
switch, or battery powered.
The CO detector effective
dates are:
Jan. 1, 2007: All new residential buildings
Aug. 1, 2008: Existing singlefamily homes
Aug. 1, 2009: Multi-family
dwellings
The Department of Public
Safety, State Fire Marshall
Division lists the code requirements online at www.fire.state.
mn.us or call (651) 201-7200
for more information. You may
also contact Sherburne County
Building Inspectors at 1-800438-0578 for additional information.

You can view the Sherburne County Recycling Guide online at: www.co.sherburne.mn.us/zoning/sw/

Reusing and recycling of
Construction and Demolition
(C&D) materials is one component
of a larger practice called sustainable or green building construction/
deconstruction. The efficient use
of resources is a staple in the green
building construction process. This
means reducing, reusing, and recycling most if not all materials that
remain after a construction or renovation project. Green building construction practices can include salvaging dimensional lumber from the
project, using aggregates reclaimed
from crushed concrete or grinding
drywall scraps for use on site as a
soil amendment.
At the end of a building’s life,
demolition generates large amounts
of materials that can be reused or
recycled, principally wood, concrete,
and other types of masonry, and
drywall. Rather than demolish an
entire building, consider “decon-

structing” all or parts of the structure. Deconstruction is the orderly
dismantling of building materials
for reuse or recycling. In contrast
to demolition, where buildings are
knocked down and materials are
either landfilled or pulled for recycling, deconstruction involves carefully taking apart portions of buildings or removing their contents with
the primary goal being reuse. It can
be as simple as stripping out cabinetry, fixtures, and windows, or as
involved as manually taking apart
the building frame.
Through careful planning, reuse
and recycling of C&D materials can
actually be more economical than
paying for disposal.
For additional information,
please contact John Exner of the
Sherburne County Planning &
Zoning Department at 1-800-4380578.

Sherburne County to Replace Aging
Heating System through Stimulus Funding
Sherburne County has been awarded
$100,000 in stimulus funding to upgrade
the County Government Centers’ aging
heating system. After learning about
a competitive grant program that is
being administered by the Minnesota
Department of Commerce, Office of
Energy Security (OES), the Sherburne
County Zoning Staff applied for an
Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Block Grant (EECBG). The $100,000
award is the maximum amount of funding available for projects.
The purpose of this grant program is
to provide funding for Minnesota local

governments to: 1) Reduce Energy
Use; 2) Create or Retain Jobs; and, 3)
Reduce Emissions of Greenhouse Gases
(GHG). The County will be applying
this grant towards the replacement of
two (2) aging hot water boilers with two
(2) new high efficiency hot water boilers with operating efficiencies that can
approach 98%.
The $100,000 dollar grant along with
the higher operating efficiencies of the
new hot water boilers will provide for
increased savings and reduced GHG
emissions. By Dave Lucas, Solid Waste
Administrator.

On Wed., April 28, Great River
Energy finalized the purchase of the
Elk River Resource Recovery Facility,
which processes the municipal solid
waste (MSW) used to make refusederived fuel (RDF) for powering Great
River Energy’s Elk River Station
power plant. Great River Energy previously owned 15 percent of the processing facility. The other 85 percent
was owned by Resource Recovery
Technologies (RRT).
The power plant is a 35 MW facility with the capacity to convert energy from as much as 1,000 tons of
RDF each day. The acquisition of
the processing facility, along with the
continued operation of the power
plant, helps Great River Energy meet
the Minnesota Renewable Energy
Standard which requires the state’s
electric utilities to generate 25 percent
of their power with renewable energy
sources by the year 2025.
To better reflect the integrated nature
of these two facilities, the power plant
is now named the Elk River Energy
Recovery Station, and the processing
facility is now named the Elk River
Resource Processing Plant.
“Elk River Energy Recovery Station
is a valuable resource for Great River
Energy and the surrounding communities,” said Wayne Hanson, Great River
Energy director of Minnesota generation. “The processing facility is critical
to keeping the power plant operating,”
he said.
Under a 20-year joint venture agreement with Great River Energy, RRT
had been responsible for operating
and maintaining the processing facility. RRT also participated in a 20-year
processing agreement with adjacent
counties to supply MSW to the processing facility. However, both agree-

ments expired in August 2009.
As part of the acquisition, Great
River Energy also purchased from
RRT the Becker ash landfill, which has
received the ash from the Elk River
Energy Recovery Station for the past
20 years and only contains ash from
the plant. This 86-acre facility has sufficient space to receive the plant’s ash
for another 40 years.
Contracts with Anoka and Sherburne
County waste haulers to deliver MSW
to the Elk River Resource Processing
Plant have been finalized and regulatory permits and licenses are in place.
According to Hanson, support from
these two counties and the local haulers have been critical to the continued
operation of the power plant.
About Great River Energy
Great River Energy is a not-for-profit
cooperative which provides wholesale
electric service to 28 distribution cooperatives in Minnesota and Wisconsin.
Those member cooperatives distribute
electricity to more than 639,000 member consumers – or about 1.7 million
people. With $3 billion in assets, Great
River Energy is the second largest
electric power supplier in Minnesota
and one of the largest generation and
transmission (G&T) cooperatives in
the United States. Great River Energy’s
member cooperatives range from those
in the outer-ring suburbs of the Twin
Cities to the Arrowhead region of
Minnesota to the farmland of southwestern Minnesota. Great River
Energy’s largest distribution cooperative serves more than 120,000 memberconsumers; the smallest serves about
2,400. For more information, contact
Dave Lucas, Sherburne County Solid
Waste Administrator at (763) 2412900.
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Septic Systems Recycle Water

Sherburne County

Yard Waste 2010 SCORE Grants
Compost Locations

Putting yard or tree waste in the garbage is illegal
in Minnesota. It is also a violation of State Law to
place grass clipping, leaves, & other brush in wetlands. But caring for your lawn and garden doesn’t
have to produce expensive waste. Sherburne County
residents are encouraged to bring their unwanted
yard waste to one of the four public compost sites
located throughout Sherburne County.
The four composting sites are open year round
and may be used by all county residents. In addition, finished compost and wood chip (brush)
mulch are available on a first come-first serve basis
(residential use only). Residents wishing to use the
finished products must provide their own method
of transportation and should plan on loading it
themselves.
Sherburne County Public Compost Sites accept
the following materials at no cost: grass clippings,
leaves, yard waste, Christmas trees, and tree trimmings up to 4” in diameter (please place materials
in the appropriate pile).
City of Becker Compost Facility
Directions: From Hwy 10, take Sherburne Avenue
north to Central Avenue. Go east (right) to 150th
Avenue (right turn). Go south on 150th Avenue to
122nd. Turn east (left) on 122nd Street to 153rd
Avenue. Go south (right) on 153rd to the compost
site on the west side (right) side of the road.
Phone Number (for questions): 763-261-4449
Hours of Operation: 24 hours per day, 7 days
per week
City of Big Lake Compost Facility
Directions: Take Hwy 10 to County Road 43.
Go south on County Road 43 to Humbolt Drive.
Take a left onto Humbolt Drive (new frontage
road). Follow Humbolt Drive to the Public Works
site. The compost site is behind the Public Works
buildings. There should be a sign stating “Yard
Waste Composting” to direct residents to the site.
Phone Number (for questions): 763-263-2268
Hours of Operation: 9am-9pm, 7 days per week
City of Elk River Compost Facility
Directions: From Hwy 10, go north on Proctor
Avenue (County Road 1) to Proctor Road (County
Road 77). Turn left into the City of Street and
Park Department site. Stay on the left. Look for
small signs.
Phone Number (for questions): 763-635-1120
Hours of Operation: Dawn to Dusk
City of Zimmerman Compost Facility
Directions: Go south on Main Street from
Fremont Avenue (County Road 4). Just past the
City Park ball fields, a sign is posted at the entrance
that says “Leaf and Brush Site”. Go south past the
Park n’ Ride lot and continue about a ¼ mile (following the signs).
Phone Number (for questions): 763-856-4666
Hours of Operation: 24 hours per day, 7 days
per week
For more information about Sherburne County
Compost Facilities, please contact John Exner
of the Sherburne County Zoning Department at
1-800-438-0578.

SCORE (Governor’s Select
Committee on Recycling and
the
Environment)
Grants
are Minnesota State dollars
allocated to Sherburne County
for distribution to entities
undertaking
projects
that
support
environmentally
responsible waste management.
Submitted applications are reviewed
by the Sherburne County Solid
Waste Advisory Committee with a
recommendation to the Sherburne
County Board of Commissioners
for a final decision. Applicants
must carry out their approved
project and are reimbursed the
awarded grant amount.
Minnesota
State
Statute
115A.557 provides Sherburne
County with requirements for the
distribution and application of
the funds. SCORE Grants may
be used for recycling programs,
developing markets for recycled
products (purchasing or producing), reducing the amount of waste
generated, and providing technical
assistance and education to public

and private entities on solid waste
management, litter prevention,
and recycling.
Sherburne County approved and
awarded six (6) SCORE Grants
for the 2010 year. Three (3) grants
were awarded to public entities,
and three (3) grants were awarded
to private entities. Below, please
see the applicants and a description of their project.
The City of Becker Parks &
Recreation Department received
a grant to purchase picnic tables,
benches and litter receptacles all
made from 100% post-consumer
recycled plastic. The items will
be placed throughout the City of
Becker Park system.
The Municipal Recycling Board
received a grant for contracted
grinding, loading & hauling of
yard waste at the four (4) public
compost sites located in Sherburne
County.
The
Sherburne
County
Extension Office received a
grant to purchase demonstration
compost bins for use at the three

(3) community garden locations
located in Sherburne County.
The grant will also cover costs
for
educational
outreach
classes focusing on vegetative
composting at the community
garden locations.
CLIMB
Theatre
received
a grant to perform educational
performances featuring solid waste
and recycling topics for 3rd-6th
graders at elementary schools
located in Sherburne County.
Princeton Girl Scout Troop 578
received a grant to help off-set
costs associated with their monthly
paper/cardboard recycling events
held throughout the year.
Becker Boy Scouts Troop 92
received a grant to help off-set
costs associated with their monthly
paper/cardboard recycling events
held throughout the year.
If you have any questions or
require additional information,
please contact John Exner of the
Sherburne County Planning &
Zoning Department at 763-2412947.

Join the Sustainability
M o v e m e n t ! – Pa r t Tw o
Join
the
Sustainability
Movement! – Part Two
There are four principles of
sustainability.
Each principle
of sustainability will be featured
in an upcoming issue of the
Environmental Educator.
The four principles are:
• Limit what we take from the
earth: Find substitutes for mined
metals/minerals and burning fossil
fuels. (See the 2010 Spring Edition
of the Environmental Educator)
• Avoid Toxic Substances We
Make – Find Substitutes for
Hazardous Pesticides, Plastics &
Chemicals
• Care for What we Do to the
Earth – Protect Biodiversity, Ecosystems and Natural Resources
• Meet Fundamental Human
Needs – Encourage Health, Wellbeing, and Community
This article will focus on the second principle – Avoiding the Toxic
Substances We Make.
The less exposure living creatures have to toxic substances, the
better. What you can do:
• Use pesticides conservatively. Pesticides are toxic chemicals.
They kill unwanted bugs, rodents,
weeds, etc, but there are pesticidefree alternatives, like baits and
traps.
According to the USDA Testing
of Domestic Vegetables and
Fruits, foods that have the least
amount of pesticide contamination include: onions, sweet corn,
asparagus, sweet peas, cabbage,
eggplant, broccoli, tomatoes,
sweet potatoes, avocados, pineapples, mangoes, kiwi, papayas,
watermelon and grapefruit. Some

fruits and vegetables with a possible higher risk of exposure to
pesticides include: peach, apple,
bell pepper, celery, nectarine, cherries, kale, lettuce, imported grapes,
carrot and pear. If possible, rinse
or wash these foods before consuming.
Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) is a
type of plastic that releases toxic
chemicals. It can be found in
products made with soft PVC.
Shower curtains and some toys
are examples of products that may
be made with soft PVC.
• Use non-toxic cleaning products to clean your home. They
are easy and inexpensive to make.
They are made from everyday items
that you have around your home
like baking soda and vinegar. For
recipes to make on your own visit:
http://www.prhe.ucsf.edu/prhe/
tmlinks.html#cleaningproducts.
• Use natural, non-chlorine
cleaning products that are concentrated. Avoid using anti-bacterial
soaps and air fresheners.
• Bring your own reusable water
bottle with you when you go somewhere. Avoid water bottles that
you use once and then throw out.
Reuse the plastic bags you get at
stores for your garbage bags.
Better yet, bring
your own cloth
bags to the grocery
store to re-use over
and over again.
• Have your well
water tested. The
Sherburne County
Zoning Department
has testing kits for
$20. The kits will
allow you to test
for nitrate and fecal

coliform. Contact the Zoning
Department for additional information.
• Have your home tested for
radon. Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas. It is colorless,
odorless and tasteless. Testing for
radon s the only way to find out
how much radon is in your home.
MN Dept of Health estimates
that one-third (1/3) of Minnesota
homes have radon levels above
the EPA’s recommended action
level. The risk of lung cancer
increases with higher long-term
average radon levels. For more
information contact the Sherburne
County Public Health Dept.
Paints, glues and flooring materials may release toxic chemicals.
Use low VOC and water based
materials, when available.
If you have any questions about
the information in this article
please contact the Sherburne
County Zoning Department at
763-241-2900 – Lynn Waytashek,
Assistant Zoning Administrator
Information for this article was
taken from a brochure from the
University of California, San
Francisco entitled “Toxic Matters.”

What is a septic system and how do they
recycle water?
Very simply put, all your wastewater
from your home goes into a treatment tank
or tanks. The solids (sludge) settle to the
bottom, and the floaters (scum) stay on top
with water in between the layers. Bacteria
go to work eating this material, reducing the
volume. But bacteria can do only so much
and as new sewage is continually added,
the result is an accumulation of sludge and
scum.
The water layer goes out the other end
of the treatment tank to the absorption area by gravity where it
percolates back into the ground.
There is a baffle at the
end of the tank/tanks
to keep the floaters in
the treatment tank. If
you have an elevated
mound or pressure
bed the water goes to
a dosing tank/chamber
where the water is then pumped up into the
mound or pressure bed.
The treatment tank and absorption
area is sized for the house based on the
number of bedrooms. If the system is properly installed, it should be functional for
many years, as long as the system is maintained properly. Most failures are caused by
improper use and neglect of maintenance.
Below are Do’s and Don’ts
for a septic system:
The Do’s:
Pump out the treatment tank on a regular
basis. The time interval will depend on the
number of people living in the home and
how many “Don’ts” you do. Start with a 2-3
year interval for three people living in the
home and ask the person doing the pumping
how much sludge and scum there is in the
tank. You can then adjust the time between
pump outs accordingly.
Space out your water usage. Don’t do
all of your laundry in one day. Try to do a
couple of loads a day so the system is not
hydraulically overloaded all at once.
Try to use “septic friendly” cleaning products & reduce your use of antibacterial
soaps ( they kill the good bacteria needed
for the tanks to function properly)
The Don’ts:
Don’t use more water than necessary. For
every drop that goes into the treatment tank,
a drop goes into your absorption field. This
water always has some solid matter in it
and this is what causes the absorption field
to clog. The absorption field was built to

handle a certain amount of water per day.
Extra water will cause hydraulic overload
and solids from the treatment tank reduces
the capacity.
Don’t use several large water appliances
at the same time. When a large volume of
water enters the treatment tank, as from a
bathtub or washer, it can cause a wave that
stirs up the sludge, scum and water and
sends even more solids out to the absorption field.
Don’t put anything down the drain that can
be disposed of in some other place. You’ll
have to use your common sense here.
The list includes the
following common
items; thick toilet
paper, facial tissues, paper towels, disposable
diapers, feminine
hygiene products,
cigarette butts, kitty
litter, motor oil, antifreeze, paint, solvents
and thinners, lawn and garden chemicals,
unused prescriptions and other drugs, cleaning products, food scraps (sorry, no garbage
disposals), cooking oils, fats, greases, etc.
Don’t use products that are suppose to
add bacteria to the treatment tank. In normal operation, your tank has all the bacteria
it needs.
Many people never pump their tank and
the result is that it fills up with sludge
and scum, leaving little room for water.
Wastewater will now travel quickly through
the treatment tank without allowing the
sludge and scum to separate, allowing large
quantities of sludge and scum to be carried
into the absorption field causing its inevitable failure. If you are careful about what
you put down the drain and have the treatment tank pumped on a regular basis, your
system should last for many, many years.
One last point to remember is that a septic
system recycles water. Your well supplies
water to your home for your use. When it
goes down the drain, it eventually winds up
back in the aquifer or a stream for someone
else to use. If everything is working right,
the recycled water is as good as when you
got it. This may sound gross but water
recycling has been going on throughout the
history of our planet. The water we have
today is the same water the dinosaurs had
millions of years ago.
If you would like more information on
septic systems, please contact the Sherburne
County Planning & Zoning Department at
1-800-438-0578.
Steve Aleshire, Building Inspector
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Burn barrels are unhealthy,
unnecessary, unneighborly and
illegal in Sherburne County
When traveling in the rural areas
of Sherburne County, it is not
uncommon to observe these brown/
rust-colored barrels in back or front
yards of homes. Besides the barrels
being an eye sore and the dreadful smoke stinking up the place, it
is a proven fact that they are a key
contributor to poor air quality and
the release of pollutants into the
atmosphere.
A question you might think to
yourself when seeing these burn barrels still in operation today is why?
Well, here are just few reasons why
people still think its okay to burn
garbage:
• We have always burned garbage.
• My neighbor does it.
• That’s what mom and dad always
have done.
• It’s cheaper than paying for garbage service.
• Lack of knowledge and education.
Here are some very good reasons not
to BURN GARBAGE:
• Toxic gases that contain dioxins, carbon monoxide, furans, sulfur oxides, arsenic, styrene, mercury,
barium, PCBs, particulates, lead,
hydrochloric acid, cadmium, formaldehyde, and benzenes are created
and released into the atmosphere.
• These gases are known to be carcinogenic.
• Pollutants created
from burn barrels
travel through the
air and land on
plants, which
are eaten by
animals that
humans eat.
• Dioxins
are collected
and stored
in animal
and human
fats.
•
More
than 13 million pounds
of pollutants
are emitted
each year from
approximately

20 million burn barrels. (1998 EPA
Estimates)
• Heavy metals such as mercury,
cadmium, chromium, arsenic, and
barium can enter into the soils by
dispersing the toxic ashes around
the yard.
• One burn barrel’s ash, smoke,
and concentration of pollutants
released into the air is equal to a 200
ton/day municipal incinerator with
stack filters, serving 20,000 people.
• It’s a violation of Sherburne
County’s Solid Waste Management
Ordinance. (Section 6.A)
• Garbage service is available
County Wide and there is really no
good reason to burn garbage any
longer.
Health Related Notes
Continual and prolonged affects
of burning garbage may increase
your chances of cancer, behavior
disorders, allergies, asthma, birth
defects, skin diseases, muscle dysfunction, impaired learning, hormone abnormalities, and damage
to heart, brain, liver, kidney, lung
immune and central nervous system.
Listed below are a few ideas you
can do with your old burn barrel:
• Store rainwater in it for watering
your garden and other plants.
• Turn it over and attach a sheet of
plywood to the bottom of the barrel
and use it for an outdoor table.
• Donate it to your local scrap
metal salvage yard (you might
even get a few dollars for
recycling the metal).
Please contact John
Exner of the Sherburne
County Planning &
Zoning Department
if you see someone
burning garbage. It is
unhealthy and against
the law in Sherburne
County.
References:
• BurnBarrel.org
• US Environmental
Protection Agency
• MN Department
of Health

Sherburne County Building Permits FAQ
Information within this article is
intended for residents that live and contractors that work in the following townships of Baldwin, Big Lake, Blue Hill,
Clear Lake, Haven, Livonia, Orrock,
Palmer and Santiago.
Please note, residents who live in the
cities of Elk River, Big Lake, Becker,
Clear Lake and Zimmerman and the
Township of Becker have their own
building departments and requirements.
If you live in these areas, you will need
to call your local jurisdiction.
Common Questions that County
Residents often have include: Do I need
a permit for my building project? When
do I need to obtain a permit? And,
Where do I go to get a permit?
Do I need a permit? Generally yes,
but in some cases there are projects
that are exempt from needing a permit. Below is an overview of projects
that need permits and projects that are
exempt.

A building permit is required for:
• A new structure
• Altering or enlarging a structure
• Finishing a basement
• Replacing or installing a gas fireplace, furnace, or water heater
• Replacing or installing any gas
appliance that requires a new gas line
• Re-roofing a building
• Re-siding a building
• Retaining walls over 4’ in height
• All retaining walls built within the
Shoreland Impact Zone
• In-ground swimming pools
• Above ground pools containing over
5,000 gallons of water
• Septic installation, repair or replacement
• Electrical ( State permitted); see
below for contact information

The following work is exempt
from a permit:
• One story detached accessory structures, provided the floor area does not
exceed 120 square feet
• Retaining walls that are not over 4’
feet in height measured from the bottom
of the footing to the top of wall.
• Water tanks/pools supported directly
upon grade if the capacity does not
exceed 5,000 gallons and the ratio of
height to diameter or width does not
exceed 2 to 1.
• Fences not over 6’ high
• Sidewalks and driveways not more
than 30” above adjacent grade and not
over any basement story below.
• Prefabricated swimming pools that
are less than 24” deep
• Swings and other playground equipment accessory to a one-family dwelling
• Same size replacement windows
• Window awnings supported by an
exterior wall
• Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, countertops and similar
finished work

When do I need to obtain a permit?
An owner or authorized agent who
intends to construct, enlarge, alter,
repair, move, demolish, or change the
occupancy of a building or structure,
or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair,
remove, convert, or replace any gas,
mechanical, electrical, plumbing system,
or other equipment, the installation of
which is regulated by the code; or cause
any such work to be done, shall first
make application to the building official
and obtain the required permit.
Where do I get a building permit?
Sherburne County
Government Center
13880 Business Center Drive
Elk River, MN 55330
If you are unsure if your project
requires a building permit or you have
general building questions, please contact the Sherburne County Planning &
Zoning Department at 1-800-438-0578.
For “Electrical” permits go to www.
electricity.state.mn.us
Steve Aleshire, Building Inspector

