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Recycling Calendar of Events

Wetland Scavenger Hunt
Bring this checklist (with or without the kids) to your local wetland to hunt out its treasures:
___ Five different kinds of plants
(can you name them?)
___ A dragonﬂy
___ A damselﬂy
(do you know the difference?)

___ A turtle
___ Something blue
___ Something round
___ Something old

___ Water (you might have to dig)

___ Plant roots

___ Frogs or tadpoles

___ Hydric soil - a challenge item
(look up hydric soil here:
http://www.vtwaterquality.org/
wetlands/htm/wl_id-hydricsoil.htm)

___ Two different kids of birds
___ A salamander
___ Two macroinvertebrates (do you know
what macroinvertebrate means?
Try looking it up:
http://www.mnwhep.org/id28.html)
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Remember to use your eyes and your ears.
Be patient. Some of the critters may not be
awake when you’re hunting. Good luck,
explorer!

July 5
9am - 11am
Becker Boy Scouts Paper/
Cardboard Recycling
Jubilee Foods Parking Lot,
Becker
------------------------------------------------July 12-13
Princeton Girl Scouts Paper/
Cardboard Recycling
Pamida Parking Lot,
Princeton
(Bins available all weekend)
------------------------------------------------July 17-20
Sherburne County Fair, Elk
River
------------------------------------------------July 29
2pm - 6pm
Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Event
KJ’s Refugee Bar & Grill,
Orrock
------------------------------------------------August 2
9am - 11am
Becker Boy Scouts Paper/
Cardboard Recycling
Jubilee Foods
Parking Lot, Becker
-------------------------------------------------

September 6
9am -11am
Becker Boy Scouts Paper/
Cardboard Recycling
Jubilee Foods Parking Lot,
Becker
------------------------------------------------September 13-14
Princeton Girl Scouts Paper/
Cardboard Recycling
Pamida Parking Lot,
Princeton
(Bins available all weekend)
------------------------------------------------September 15-17 2pm - 6pm
Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Event
Sherburne Cty Fairgrounds,
Elk River
------------------------------------------------October 4
9am 11am
Becker Boy Scouts Paper/
Cardboard Recycling
Jubilee Foods Parking Lot,
Becker
------------------------------------------------October 10-11
UCP Electronic Recycling
Collection Event
Sherburne Cty Fairgrounds
(15 cents/lb) (50 cents/lb for
businesses)
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Final Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events for 2008
Whether somebody is moving into a new home or
moving out, dealing with old paint cans, cleaning
products, lawn and garden pesticides, and other
types of hazardous waste can pose a problem. For
Sherburne County residents, there is a solution. The
county’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Program offers a permanent drop-off facility and
several temporary drop-off collection events for all
Sherburne County residents.
On July 29th and September 15th-17th, Sherburne
County residents can get rid of their household
hazardous waste by delivering their unwanted
household hazardous waste to temporary collection
sites in Orrock and Elk River.
Household Hazardous Waste includes unwanted

household products, labeled “ﬂammable,”, “toxic,”
“corrosive,” or “reactive.” The most common
household hazardous waste products include:
* Cleaning products such as drain openers, oven
cleaners, polish, and spot removers.
* Automotive products such as motor oil, gasoline,
brake and transmission ﬂuids, antifreeze, oil ﬁlters,
auto batteries, polishes, and wax.
* Pesticides such as weed killers, insecticides, and
fertilizers.
* Paint and paint products such as thinners, paint
removers, stains and varnishes, aerosol cans, epoxies,
and adhesives.
* Miscellaneous items such as driveway sealers,
rooﬁng tar, hobby and photo chemicals, and

ﬂuorescent bulbs (limit 10 bulbs per vehicle).
* Hazardous metals such as lead and mercury.
It is illegal to dispose of household hazardous waste
in the landﬁll, therefore it should not be thrown
out in the garbage. None of these items should be
poured down a drain.
A few basic guidelines for transporting your
household hazardous waste to the temporary
collection events or the permanent facility:
* Bring household hazardous wastes in their
original, labeled, and sealed containers. Do not mix
chemicals together, ever.
* For safety, transport household hazardous wastes
in the trunk area of a car or the backend of a truck.
* The Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Program does not accept ammunition,
explosives, or radioactive materials.

Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Dates, Times, and
Locations:

* July 29th from 2pm–6pm at KJ’s
Refuge Bar & Grill, located in Orrock.
* September 15th-17th from
2pm-6pm at the Sherburne County
Fairgrounds located in Elk River.
* Year Round—Tri-County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility located in
St. Cloud (601 20th Ave N, St. Cloud,
MN 56303) (1-800-450-6140)
Please contact the Sherburne County
Zoning Department at 1-800-4380578 or 763-241-2947 for further
information.

SHERBURNE COUNTY AREA RECYCLING DIRECTORY
RECYCLING SITE

PHONE

Becker True Value

140893 Bank St.

Becker

(763) 261-4464

Mon.-Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 10-3

Fluorescent Lamps, Ballasts, HID Bulbs, Household Batteries

Central Appliance Recyclers

3107 Hwy. 10 SE

St. Cloud

(320) 252-3221

9 a.m.-5 p.m. M-F, 9 a.m.-noon Sat.

Appliances, Air Conditioners, Household Batteries & Electronics

City of Becker

Call for directions

Becker

(763) 261-4449

24 hours

Yard Waste, Branches and Trees less than 12" in diameter

City of Big Lake

Call for directions

Big Lake

(763) 263-2268

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day

Yard Waste, Christmas Trees, Branches less than 12" in diameter

City of Elk River

19000 Proctor Rd.

Elk River

(763) 635-1120

M-F 7 to 4:30

Used Oil, Filters, Antifreeze, Yard Waste

City of Zimmerman

25499 2nd St. E.

Zimmerman

(763) 856-4666

Fri. 3 to 7, Sat. 9 to 1

Used Oil, Filters, Yard Waste, Household Batteries

East Side Oil

621 SE Lincoln Ave.

St. Cloud

(320) 252-9711

24 Hours

Used Oil & Filters

Citywide

Elk River

(763) 441-2020

Call for recycling bin

Food & Beverage Cans, Glass & Plastic, Newspaper, Cardboard

22460 Hwy. 169 NW

EIk River

(763) 441-2464

7 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F, 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat.

Appliances, Tires, Auto Batteries, Unbagged Compost, Electronics

Rite-Away Oil

522 Dodge Ave.

Elk River

(763) 241-1103

Mon.-Sat. 8-5

Used Oil & Filters (5 gallons or less)

Jerry’s Auto Salvage

20798 Hwy. 10

Big Lake

(763) 263-2600

M-F 8-5, Sat. 8-12

Complete or Parts of Autos, Batteries, Tires (at a cost),
Aluminum, Tin, Steel, Used Oil

11680 Hwy. 10 SE

Becker

(763) 261-2458

M, W, F, 8-4, Sat. 9 a.m. noon

Utility Poles and Trees

Python’s Recycling Center

550 4-1/2 St. NE

St.Cloud

(320) 253-2054

M-F 8:30-5, Sat. 8:30-2

Metals, Glass, Plastic, Cardboard, Magazines/Newsprint,
Books, Paper

B & E Recycling

16501 Hwy. 10

Elk River

(763) 441-7211

M-F 8:30-5, Sat. 8:30-1

Aluminum, Metals, Cardboard, Appliances, Fluorescent Bulbs,
Household Batteries, TVs, Computers, Electronics

Schmiege’s Salvage

25140 Hwy. 169

Zimmerman

(763) 856-2037

Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 8-noon

Complete or Parts of Autos, Batteries, Tires (at a cost),
Aluminum, Tin, Steel, Oils, Filters, Machinery

Tri County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility

601 N. 20th Ave.

St. Cloud

(800) 450-6140

Please call for info.

Paint, Solvents, Pesticides, Cleaning Chemicals

Vonco II

15000 140th Ave.

Becker Twp

(763) 262-8662

7 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

Tree Stumps, Grubbing and Root Balls, and Unbagged Composting

Elk River Landﬁll

Product Recovery Inc.

This newsletter is printed on
recycled paper
Please recycle it again.

Special Thanks to these Contributors
Sherburne County Zoning, Sherburne County SWCD, Great River Energy
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For additional information about this publication
please contact the Sherburne County Zoning
and Solid Waste ofﬁce
at 763-241-2900 or 1-800-438-0578

2008 Sherburne County SCORE Grant Awards
SCORE (Governor’s Select Committee on Recycling
and the Environment) grants are Minnesota State
dollars allocated to Sherburne County for distribution
to entities undertaking projects that support
environmentally responsible waste management.
Submitted applications are reviewed by the
Sherburne County Solid Waste Advisory Committee
with a recommendation to the Sherburne County
Board of Commissioners for a ﬁnal decision.
Applicants must carry out their approved project and
are reimbursed the awarded grant amount.
State Statute provides Sherburne County with
requirements for the distribution and application of
the funds. SCORE Grants may be used for recycling
programs, developing markets for recycled products
(purchasing or producing), reducing the amount of
waste generated, and providing technical assistance
and education to public and private entities on solid
waste management, litter prevention, and recycling.
While not all projects are approved, potential
applicants are encouraged to be creative and assist in
meeting the requirements set forth in Minnesota State
Statute Section 115A.557 Subd. 2.
1.) Reduce the amount of solid waste generated.
2.) Recycle the maximum amount of solid waste
technically feasible
3.) create and support markets for recycled products
4.) remove problem materials for the solid waste
stream and develop proper disposal options for them
5.) Inform and educate all sectors of the public about
proper solid waste management procedures
6.) Provide technical assistance to public and private
entities to ensure proper solid waste management
7.) Provide educational, technical, and ﬁnancial
assistance for little prevention
8.) Process mixed municipal solid waste generated in

the county at a resource recovery facility located in
Minnesota.
Sherburne County approved and awarded nineteen
(19) SCORE Grants for the 2008 year. Eleven (11)
grants were awarded to public entities, while eight
(8) grants were awarded to private entities. Below,
please see the applicants and a description of their
project.

* City of Big Lake received a grant to purchase
“green” picnic tables. The picnic tables will be
manufactured by using recycled milk jugs and
recycled packaging. The tables will be placed in city
parks.
* City of Big Lake received a grant to purchase
recycling containers for city parks. Each container
will be labeled plastic, aluminum, and waste.
* City of Big Lake and the Big Lake Lake Association
received a grant to purchase “No Waste” signs to be
placed next to storm sewers.
* City of Becker received a grant to purchase picnic
tables, benches and litter receptacles all made from
post-consumer recycled plastic. The items will be
placed at the Becker City Park.
* City of Clear Lake received a grant to purchase
mats, curb stops and benches all made from postconsumer recycled material.
* City of Elk River received a grant to implement a
pilot program for Source Separated Organics.
* City of Elk River received a grant to purchase one
(1) 2,000 gallon used oil tank to store used oil.
Collected oil will be used to power their used oil
ﬁred furnaces.
* Sherburne County Parks received a grant to
purchase and install park benches made from 100%
recycled plastics.
* Municipal Recycling Board received a grant for
contracted grinding, loading & hauling at the four

public compost sites located in Sherburne County.
* Clear Lake Township received a grant to purchase
park benches, picnic tables, and waste receptacles
made from recycled ﬂy ash.
* City of St. Cloud received a grant to help subsidize
the cost of purchasing a Trommel Screen to separate
yard waste from plastic bags.
* Central Appliance Recyclers received a grant to
subsidize costs associated with operating a regional
electronic waste collection event.
* WACOSA received a grant to help off-set startup
cost with the Recycling Association of Minnesota’s
“Message In Bottle” away-from-home recycling
program.
* East Side Oil Companies received a grant to
establish a permanent used oil collection location in
Santiago Township.
* United Cerebral Palsy of Central Minnesota
received a grant to help subsidize costs associated
with an Electronic Waste Collection Event.
* CLIMB Theatre received a grant to perform
educational performances regarding solid waste and
recycling at Sherburne County elementary schools.
* Zimmerman Girl Scout Troop 578 received a grant
to help off-set costs associated with their paper/
cardboard recycling events held throughout the year.
* Becker Boy Scouts Troop 92 received a grant
to help off-set costs associated with their paper/
cardboard recycling events held throughout the year.
* Sherburne History Center received a grant to
purchase “green” picnic tables and waste receptacles
made from recycled material. The tables will be
placed on the grounds of the Sherburne History
Center.
If you have any questions or would like to apply for a
2009 SCORE Grant, please do not hesitate contacting
John Exner of the Sherburne County Zoning
Department at 763-241-2947.
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Offers Compact Fluorescent Light Recycling

G

reat River Energy and the Center for Energy and Environment
Introduce Free Compact Fluorescent Light Recycling at all
Minnesota Menards Locations
First-of-its-kind Program Offers Convenient Recycling Option
Great River Energy and its 28 member cooperatives have joined with the Center for
Energy and Environment to offer CFL recycling at no charge. Residential customers
can drop off expired CFLs at the service desk of any of the 36 Menards home
improvement stores located in Minnesota.
Compact ﬂuorescent lights (CFL) reduce energy costs and last up to 10 times
longer than standard incandescent light bulbs, but due to the presence of a small
amount of mercury CFLs must be recycled. In Minnesota, it is illegal to throw CFLs
in the garbage. Until now there hasn’t been a free and convenient way to recycle
them.
“This is the ﬁrst recycling program of its kind in the state,” said Great River Energy

Environmental Compliance Coordinator Matt Herman, “We provide electrical
service to 28 member cooperatives across the state and partnering with Menards
gives our members a free and convenient recycling option from International Falls
to Rochester and Duluth to Moorhead.”
CFLs reduce energy costs by up to $30 per bulb over its lifetime and use 75
percent less energy than incandescent lights. They also last 10 times longer and
generate 70 percent less heat than standard incandescent bulbs.
Only compact ﬂorescent bulbs will be accepted. (Tubes or other mercurycontaining items will not be accepted.) If unacceptable materials are brought to
the store, Menards service desk team members will help to provide information on
proper disposal.
Menards Elk River 19521 Evans St NW • Elk River, MN 55330
Menards St. Cloud 251 10th Ave S• Waite Park, MN 56387

Sherburne County Compost Locations
Putting yard or tree waste in the garbage
is illegal in Minnesota, but caring for
your lawn and garden doesn’t have to
produce expensive waste. Turn clippings
and leaves into a free material to improve
soil through composting.
Sherburne
County
residents
are
encouraged to bring their unwanted yard
waste to one of the four compost sites
located throughout Sherburne County.
With the arrival of fall, many landowners
prepare their yards for the ﬁnal time of the
year. Leaf raking, mowing, and trimming
are all popular activities this time of the
year.
The four composting facilities are open
year round and may be used by any
resident of the county. In addition,
ﬁnished compost and wood chip (brush)
mulch are available at no cost on a
ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis (residential
use only). Residents wishing to use the

ﬁnished products must provide their own
method of transportation and should plan
on loading it themselves.
Sherburne County Public Compost Sites
accept the following materials at no
cost: grass clippings, leaves, yard waste,
Christmas trees, and tree trimmings up
to 4 inches in diameter (please place
materials in the appropriate pile).
CITY OF BECKER COMPOST FACILITY
Directions: From Hwy 10, take Sherburne
Avenue north to Central Avenue. Go
east (right) to 150th Avenue (right turn).
Go south on 150th Avenue to 122nd.
Turn east (left) on 122nd Street to 153rd
Avenue. Go south (right) on 153rd to the
compost site on the west side (right) side
of the road.
Phone Number (for questions): 763-2614449 or 763-241-2947
Hours of Operation: 24 hours per day, 7
days per week

Safe Disposal Options for
Needles & Syringes
It is important to manage and
dispose of needles, lancets, and
syringes (often times called “Sharps”)
safely to prevent injury and disease
transmission from needle-sticks.
Never leave needles on streets, in
parks, or anywhere else someone
could get injured.
The Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency
(MPCA)
recommends
managing your household sharps in
the following manner:

Storage of
Sharps at Home:

Purchase a sharps
disposal
container from a pharmacy or a
sharps mail-back program or you
can use an empty laundry detergent
bottle with a screw on lid. Please
do not store sharps in glass bottles,
plastic soda bottles, or aluminum
cans. Only use an empty laundry
detergent bottle with a screw on lid.

Disposal of Sharps
(Three Options)
Clinics & Hospital
Collection Sites

Some clinics and hospitals have
collection programs for needles,
lancets, and syringes used by their
patients at home. If your health care
provider has a collection program,
learn about and follow their
instructions for sharps storage and
disposal. Do not bring used needles
and syringes to your clinic or hospital
if they are unable to accept them.
Contact your health care provider to
ﬁnd out if your clinic or hospital has
a sharps collection site.

Home Needle Destruction
Device
Once

the

needle

or

lancet

is

destroyed by heat in a destruction
device, the remaining syringe and
melted metal can be safely disposed
of in the garbage (not the recycling
container). A needle clipper that
stores clipped needles should be
disposed of at a sharps collection site
or through a mail-back program.

Mail-Back Programs

Mail-back disposal programs allow
home sharps users to mail back used
sharps to licensed disposal facilities
as a safe disposal option. There is a
fee charged for this service. Check
with your health care provider or
pharmacist, or search the yellow
pages or internet using the key
words "sharps mail back". Or you
may contact the Sherburne County
Zoning Department.

Legal, but less safe

In Minnesota, it is currently legal
to put used sharps that are in a
laundry detergent bottle with a lid
into the garbage, however this is
highly discouraged because of the
injury and health risks it places on
the garbage haulers and processingfacility workers. It is best to use
one of the options previously listed
for safe management and disposal
of used sharps. Never place loose
needles and syringes into the trash.
If placing your used sharps into a
laundry detergent container with a
lid, please follow these guidelines: 1)
Label the empty detergent container
“Do Not Recycle: Household Sharps.”
2) Put used needles in point-ﬁrst into
the container. 3) Dispose of container
when it is half-full of needles and
lancets. 4) Keep container capped to
prevent spills.
Please contact the Sherburne
County Zoning Department for
additional information regarding the
storage and disposal of home sharps.

CITY OF BIG LAKE COMPOST
FACILITY
Directions: Take Hwy 10 to County Road
43. Go south on County Road 43 to
Humbolt Drive. Take a left onto Humbolt
Drive (new frontage road). Follow
Humbolt Drive to the Public Works site.
The compost site is behind the Public
Works buildings. There should be a sign
stating “Yard Waste Composting” to
direct residents to the site.
Phone Number (for questions): 763-2632268 or 763-241-2947
Hours of Operation: 9am-9pm, 7 days
per week
CITY OF ELK RIVER COMPOST
FACILITY
Directions: From Hwy 10, go north on
Proctor Avenue (County Road 1) to Proctor
Road (County Road 77). Turn left into the
City of Street and Park Department site.
Stay on the left. Look for small signs.
Phone Number (for questions): 763-635-

1120 or 763-241-2947
Hours of Operation: Dawn to Dusk
CITY OF ZIMMERMAN COMPOST
FACILITY
Directions: Go south on Main Street
from Fremont Avenue (County Road 4).
Just past the City Park ball ﬁelds, a sign
is posted at the entrance that says “Leaf
and Brush Site.” Go south past the Park
n’ Ride lot and continue about a quarter
mile (following the signs).
Phone Number (for questions): 763-8564666 or 763-241-2947
Hours of Operation: 24 hours per day, 7
days per week
~For more information about Sherburne
County Compost Facilities, please contact
John Exner of the Sherburne County
Zoning Department at 763-241-2947

DISPOSING OF
UNW
ANTED MEDICATIONS
Expired or unwanted prescription or over-the-counter
medications from households have traditionally been disposed
of by ﬂushing down the toilet or drain. Although this method
of disposal prevents immediate accidental ingestion, it can
cause pollution in wastewater, which has been demonstrated to
cause adverse effects to ﬁsh and other aquatic wildlife. When
the water is eventually reused, it can also cause unintentional
human exposure to chemicals in medications.
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) recommends
disposing of your unwanted medications in the following
manner:
1) Keep the medication in its original container. The labels may
contain safety information and the caps are typically childproof.
Leaving the content information clearly visible, scratch out the
patient's name or cover it over with permanent marker.
2) Modify the medications to discourage consumption. For
solid medications, such as pills or capsules add a small amount
of water to partially dissolve them. For liquid medications, such
as cough syrup, add enough table salt, ﬂour, charcoal, or nontoxic
powered spice, such as turmeric or mustard to make a pungent,
unsightly mixture that discourages anyone from eating it. For
blister packs, wrap the packages containing pills in multiple
layers of duct tape of other opaque tape.
3) Seal and conceal. Tape the medication container lids shut
with packing or duct tape, place it inside a non-transparent bag
or container such as an empty yogurt or margarine tub to ensure
that the contents cannot be seen.
4) Discard your container of unwanted medications in your
garbage can, never place in your recycling bin.

Managing other types of pharmaceutical waste

Unused ampoules, vials, and IV bags should not be opened
(other than to scratch out the patient's name). Wrap the
container with tape to minimize breakage, then place in an
opaque plastic container (such as an empty yogurt or margarine
tub). Wrap the outside of the container or bag with additional
duct or shipping tape to prevent leakage and further obscure the
contents. Dispose of the container in the trash.
Chemotherapy drugs may require special handling. Work with
your health care provider on proper disposal options for this type
of medication.
Please contact the Sherburne County Zoning Department
for additional information.

Frequently Asked Questions for Solid Waste
1

) Where can I dispose of propane tanks,
appliances, and electronics?

Answer
* Propane tanks can be taken to Resource
Recovery Technologies, Inc (RRT) located
at 10700 165th Ave NW, Elk River, MN.
(763-441-3800)
* You may also check with your propane
dealer, they may have a take back program
in place.
Appliances and Electronics can be taken to
the following Sherburne County Locations:
1. B&E Recycling Station located at 16501
Hwy 10, Elk River, MN. (763-441-7211)
2. Central Appliance Recyclers located at
3107 Hwy 10 SE, St. Cloud, MN. (320252-3221)
3. Elk River Landﬁll located at 22460 Hwy
169 NW, Elk River, MN. (763-441-2464)
4. City & Township Clean-Up Events (check
with your municipality)
5. United Cerebral Palsy Electronic Waste
Collection Event located at the Sherburne
County Fairgrounds in Elk River. (October
10th & 11th, 2008)

2

) Where does your waste go?

Answer
Your household garbage is picked up by one
of your local licensed haulers and is taken to
the Resource Recovery Technologies (RRT)
Facility. The waste is then sorted. Waste
that is to large or unable to be processed is
taken to Elk River Landﬁll. Acceptable waste
is processed in Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF)
which is then hauled to Great River Energy
(GRE) located in Elk River which will burn
the RDF to power large generators which
in return create electricity. GRE provides
power to approximately 35,000 homes in
the Elk River area each year. Your waste that
goes to the landﬁll also is used to generate
methane that is collected to run four large
800 kilowatt Cat Engines that provide
enough electricity to power approximately
2,500 homes in Elk River.

3

) How do I ﬁle a Solid Waste complaint
or potential violation?

Answer
If you live within the city limits, contact the
city you live in. If you live outside the city
limits, contact Sherburne County Zoning
Department at 1-800-438-0578. Sherburne
County’s Solid Waste Management
Ordinance is provided on our webpage and
may help in answering any questions you
may have toward solid waste complaints
and violations. Your call is conﬁdential.

livestock one can have on their property,
however, there is an ordinance on manure
management. Townships and cities may
haven their own ordinances and some
developments may have their own
covenants.

4

Answer
Sherburne County holds several HHW
Collection events each year. This is your
chance to clean out your house and garage
of any type of hazardous waste. Besides the
HHW Collection Events each year you may
take your HHW to Tri-County HHW Facility
located at 601 N 20th Ave St, St. Cloud,
MN. Latex paint is not hazardous and may
be opened up to dry out and hardened. It
then may be disposed of in your garbage.
You may contact the Tri-County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility at 1-800-4506140.

) How many junk vehicles are allowed
on a property?

Answer
As stated in the Sherburne County
Solid Waste Management, a landowner
is allowed to store no more than two
unlicensed or inoperable vehicles outside
on his/her property

5

) What do I do about an old dump-site
that is found or exists on my property?

Answer
Sherburne County has a Non-Permitted
Site Clean-Up Program that works on a
cost share formula between the County
and landowner to help clean up the dumpsite. An application for the Non-Permitted
Site Clean Up Program can be printed off
the Sherburne County Zoning website or
you may pick up the application at the
Sherburne County Zoning Department.

6

) Who do I contact for garbage and
recycling service?

Answer
A current list of Sherburne County’s licensed
haulers exists on our web page under the
Solid Waste Management section found
within the Zoning Department home page.
Give one or a few of them a call and they
will direct you to the appropriate hauler(s)
in your area.

7

) How many horses and/or livestock
can I have on my property?

Answer
Sherburne County does not have any
restrictions on the number of horses or

8

) Where can I dispose of my paint and
other Household Hazardous Wastes
(HHW)?

9

) How many waste tires may I store on
my property?

Answer
As stated in the Sherburne County Solid
Waste Management Ordinance, no more
than ten (10) waste tires may be stored
within the boundaries of any residential
lot.

1

0) What if our neighbors are burning
their garbage?

Answer
The burning of garbage or trash is
prohibited. Only the burning of natural
vegetative materials is allowed. A DNR
Burning Permit is required for any open
burning when the ground is not snow
covered and an area greater than 3 inches
in diameter.
For additional solid waste questions or
to report a solid waste complaint, please
contact Sherburne County Zoning at 1800-438-0578.

Impaired Waters Studies in the Elk River Watershed
The Elk River Watershed (ERW) has
many lakes and streams that are
polluted! That’s right; many of the lakes
and streams in the ERW are likely not
meeting water quality standards that
have been set for them.

waters on the 303(d) list. TMDL waters
include: Big Elk Lake (excess nutrients),
Mayhew Lake (excess nutrients) and
the Elk River from Big Elk Lake to the
St. Francis River (turbidity and fecal
coliform).

The federal Clean Water Act (CWA)
requires states to adopt water-quality
standards to protect waters from
pollution. Such standards identify how
much of a pollutant can be in the water
and still allow it to meet its designated
use. The standards are set for an array
of pollutants such as nutrients, bacteria,
turbidity and mercury. A water body
is considered impaired if it does not
meet one or more of the water quality
standards. In order to determine if the
water body is impaired it must ﬁrst be
monitored and its corresponding data
assessed. Once enough data is collected,
if a water body is determined to be
impaired, it is put on a list called the
303(d) impaired waters list. While you
may hope that the waters around you
aren’t put on the list, it may actually be
beneﬁcial. You see, once a water body is
on the list, law requires the completion
of a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL)
study. TMDLs are water management
plans that identify impairments to
streams and lakes, identify sources of
pollutants (what causes impairments),
and set limits of thresholds for those
pollutants in the stream or lake.
Coupled with implementation plans,
TMDLs are basically water quality
improvement plans. Local water
management organizations are drawn

The TMDLs will take place in three
phases. Phase I will consist of a
review of existing information
which will aid in identifying data
gaps and in developing plans for
collecting additional information.
Phase II consists of a stepped-up
monitoring program identiﬁed with
work completed in the phase prior.
Finally, Phase III will identify and set the
TMDL, or threshold, for the pollutants in
each of the impaired water bodies and
the development of an implementation
plan.

to complete these studies on impaired
waters because once the TMDL and
implementation plan are complete,
funding to implement the plan and
therefore, begin to clean up the water
can be sought after.
Due to limited resources, only a small
percentage of the waters in the ERWS
have been assessed so far. Of the water
bodies that do have sufﬁcient data,
seven lakes and four reaches of stream
have been listed as impaired. In order
to address these impaired waters, a
Joint Powers Agreement between the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) and the Elk River Watershed
Association (ERWSA) has been formed.
This means that money, in the amount
of $128,400, has been granted by the
MPCA to conduct TMDLs. Over the
next three years the ERWSA, along with
its project partners, will have sufﬁcient
funds to complete TMDLs on three of the

The ERWSA ﬁnds it of high importance
to note that public participation is a top
priority throughout the entire TMDL
process. As such, the ERWSA will
work to keep stakeholders informed of
potential informational meetings and/or
volunteer opportunities. However, you
don’t have to wait for us; you can take
a proactive approach! If you would like
to become involved in any manner (i.e.
volunteer lake or stream monitoring
and/or installation of Best Management
Practices) or would like additional
information contact: Tiffany Babich,
Watershed Coordinator, Sherburne
SWCD at 763.241.1170, ext. 136 or
Benton SWCD at 320.968.5300, ext.
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Used Oil Collection
Site coming to
Sherburne County!
Recently,
the
Sherburne
County Board of
Commissioners
a p p r o v e d
authorizing
East Side Oil
Companies (St.
Cloud, MN) a
2008
SCORE
Grant to build a used oil collection site
that is open to the public 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. The facility will be
located at the new Santiago Township
Hall and will be available for all
Sherburne County residents. East Side
Oil Companies will collect used oil,
antifreeze, and ﬁlters.
The used oil that is collected is
processed and sold to asphalt
companies to heat asphalt for the
roads we drive on. The oil ﬁlters are
collected, drained, and crushed into
bricks. The bricks are then brought to
scrap metal companies for recycling.
According to East Side Oil Companies,
studies have shown that 1 gallon of
used oil can contaminate up to 1
million gallons of our drinking water.
According to the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency, it is estimated that
200,000 ñ 600,000 gallons of used
motor oil is illegally dumped each
year in Minnesota.
This coming Fall, look for East Side
Oil Companies permanent used oil
collection site located at the new
Santiago Township Hall.
In addition to this permanent collection
site at Santiago Townhall, the Cites of
Zimmerman, Elk River, and St. Cloud
all have permanent public oil drop-off
locations.
For additional information, please
contact John Exner of the Sherburne
County Zoning Department.

Used Clothing and
Shoes Recycling
Drop-Off Boxes
United Cerebral Palsy of Central
Minnesota has entered into an
agreement with Triangle Recycling to
beneﬁt from their used clothing/textile
recycling program. Drop-off containers
are located in business parking lots in
Sherburne County making it convenient
for you to drive in and drop off any used
clothing, textiles or shoes in the drop
boxes. Triangle Recycling will donate
a percentage of their gross proﬁts to
UCP of Central Minnesota. The dropoff boxes are currently in the following
business parking lots:
St. Cloud - Lincoln Depot, Townsedge
Cafe
Clear Lake -Amoco
Becker - Jubilee Foods, LB Tire & Auto,
Mary’s Floral & More.
Elk River - Re/Max Realty
Please check the United Cerebral Palsy’s
website, or call UCP if you would like
to participate in this recycling effort
and host a container at your business
location. Itís a great way to help a great
cause.

