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BURN BARRELS ARE UNHEALTHY, UNNECESSARY,
UNNEIGHBORLY, AND ILLEGAL IN SHERBURNE COUNTY
When traveling in the rural areas of Sherburne
County, it is not uncommon to observe these brown/
rust-colored barrels in back or front yards of homes.
Besides the barrels being an eyesore and the dreadful
smoke stinking up the place, it is a proven fact that
they are a key contributor to poor air quality and the
release of pollutants into the atmosphere.

August 8 & 9

HHW Collection Event
Zimmerman @ Sherburne County Highway Garage
2 P.M.- 7 P.M.

A question you might think to
yourself when seeing these burn
barrels still in operation today is,
“Why?”. Well, here are just few
reasons why people still think it's
okay to burn garbage:

September 9 & 10

Princeton Girl Scout Troop 578
Recyclable Paper Collection Event
Princeton Pamida Parking Lot
(Troop Members will be available from 10-2 on
Saturday)

September 12 & 13

HHW Collection Event – Big Lake American Legion
2 P.M.- 7 P.M

September 23

Shoreland Revegetation Workshop Palmer Townhall

October 10

UCP electronic drop-off event Sherburne County Fair
Grounds
9 A.M.- 5 P.M.

October 14

Troop 99 Battery Collection Event
– Elk River Coborns

October 21, 22, 28, 29

Fall Leaf Drop (Collection Event)
Times & Locations TBA

November 11 & 12

Princeton Girl Scout Troop 578
Recyclable Paper Collection Event
Princeton Pamida Parking Lot
(Troop Members will be available from 10-2 on
Saturday)

* We have always burned garbage.
* My neighbor does it.
* That's what mom and dad always
have done.
* It's cheaper than paying for
garbage service.
* Lack of knowledge and education.

Management Ordinance.(Section 6.A)
* Garbage service is available County Wide and there
is really no good reason to burn garbage any longer.
Health-related notes
It has been said that continual use of burn barrels,
and open burning of refuse is "SLOW DEATH BY
FIRE." Continual and prolonged effects of burning
refuse (garbage) may increase your chances of
cancer, behavior disorders, allergies, asthma, birth
defects, skin diseases, muscle dysfunction, autism,
genetic alterations, impaired learning, hormone
abnormalities, and damage to heart, brain, liver,
kidney, lung immune and central nervous system.
How do we decrease exposure to dioxins? 95% of
human exposure is largely from consumption of
animal fats in ﬁsh, meats, and dairy products in the
commercial food supply. Exposure can be reduced by
eating a balanced low-fat diet and by discontinuing
refuse burning.

Here are some very good reasons NOT to BURN
GARBAGE:
* Toxic gases that contain dioxins, carbon monoxide,
furans, sulfur oxides, arsenic, styrenes, mercury,
barium, PCBs, particulates, lead, hydrochloric acid,
cadmium, formaldehyde, and benzenes are created
and released into the atmosphere.
* These gases are known to be carcinogenic (to cause
cancer).
* Pollutants created from burn barrels travel through
the air and land on plants, which are eaten by
animals that humans eat.
* Dioxins are collected and stored in animal and
human fats.
* The dioxin TCDD is the most lethal human-made
poison; only radioactive waste is more toxic!
* More than 13 million pounds of pollutants are
emitted each year from approximately 20 million
burn barrels. (1998 EPA estimates)
* Heavy metals such as mercury, cadmium,
chromium, arsenic, and barium can enter into the
soils by dispersing the toxic ashes around the yard.
* One burn barrel's ash, smoke, and concentration of
pollutants released into the air is equal to a 200 ton/
day municipal incinerator with stack ﬁlters, serving
20,000 people.
* It's a violation of Sherburne County's Solid Waste
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Becker True Value

140893 Bank St.

Becker

(763) 261-4464

Mon.-Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 10-3

Fluorescent Lamps, Ballasts, HID Bulbs, Household Batteries

Central Appliance Recyclers

3107 Hwy. 10 SE

St. Cloud

(320) 252-3221

9 a.m.-5 p.m. M-F, 9 a.m.-noon Sat.

Appliances, Air Conditioners, Household Batteries

City of Becker

Call for directions

Becker

(763) 261-4449

24 hours

Yard Waste, Branches and Trees less than 12" in diameter

City of Big Lake

Call for directions

Big Lake

(763) 263-2268

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day

Yard Waste, Christmas Trees, Branches less than 2" in diameter

City of Elk River

19000 Proctor Rd.

Elk River

(763) 635-1120

M-F 7 to 4:30

Used Oil, Filters, Antifreeze, Yard Waste

City of Zimmerman

25499 2nd St. E.

Zimmerman

(763) 856-4666

Fri. 3 to 7, Sat. 9 to 1

Used Oil, Filters, Yard Waste, Household Batteries

East Side Oil

621 SE Lincoln Ave.

St. Cloud

(320) 252-9711

24 Hours

Used Oil & Filters

Citywide

Elk River

(763) 441-2020

Call for recycling bin

Food & Beverage Cans, Glass & Plastic, Newspaper, Cardboard

22460 Hwy.169 NW

EIk River

(763) 441-2464

7 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F, 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat.

Appliances, Tires, Auto Batteries, Unbagged Compost

Indy Lube

522 Dodge Ave.

Elk River

(763) 241-1103

Mon.-Sat. 8-5

Used Oil & Filters (5 gallons or less)

Jerry’s Auto Salvage

20798 Hwy. 10

Big Lake

(763) 263-2600

M-F 8-5, Sat. 8-12

Complete or Parts of Autos, Batteries, Tires (at a cost),
Aluminum, Tin, Steel

11680 Hwy. 10 SE

Becker

(952) 882-1224

M, W, F, 8-4, Sat. 9 a.m. noon

Stumps, Railroad Ties, Brush, Pallets, Trees, Demo Wood

Python’s Recycling Center

550 4-1/2 St. NE

St.Cloud

(320) 253-2054

M-F 8:30-5, Sat. 8:30-2

Metals, Glass, Plastic, Cardboard, Magazines/Newsprint,
Books, Paper

B & E Recycling

16501 Hwy. 10

Elk River

(763) 441-7211

M-F 8:30-5, Sat. 8:30-1

Aluminum, Metals, Cardboard, Appliances, Fluorescent Bulbs,
Household Batteries, TVs, Computers, Electronics

Schmiege’s Salvage

25140 Hwy. 169

Zimmerman

(763) 856-2037

Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 8-noon

Complete or Parts of Autos, Batteries, Tires (at a cost),
Aluminum, Tin, Steel

Tri County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility

601 N. 20th Ave.

St. Cloud

(800) 450-6140

Please call for info.

Paint, Solvents, Pesticides, Cleaning Chemicals

Vonco II

15000 140th Ave.

This newsletter is printed
on recycled paper
Please recycle it again.

Becker Twp

(763) 262-8662

7 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

MATERIALS ACCEPTED

CLIP &

PHONE

Product Recovery Inc.

Tree Stumps, Grubbing and Root Balls, and Unbagged Composting
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Electronic Monitor Disposal Ban
own an estimated six million TVs and three
million computer monitors.

Sherburne County residents can take
advantage of the expanding number
of recycling options for old electronic
equipment. Community Collection Events
and Recycling Centers are two options.
Please check with your local City or
Township to ﬁnd out when the next cleanup event is scheduled for your area (many
municipalities hold their clean-up events
in the Spring). Recycling Centers often
times charge a fee to handle monitors and
televisions. A list of area recyclers concludes
this notice. You may also want to check with
your electronics retailer or manufacture.
Many electronic retailers and manufactures
provide recycling service to their customers.

Please contact the Sherburne County Zoning
Department if you see someone burning garbage. It is
unhealthy and against the law in Sherburne County.
References:
> BurnBarrel.org
http://www.burnbarrel.org/index.html
> Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/ob/
> US Environmental Protection Agency
http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/burn/burnpg.html
http://www.epa.gov/msw/backyard/
> Minnesota Department of Health
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/risk/guidance/
dioxinfs.html
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Listed below are a few ideas you can do with your
old burn barrel:
*Store rainwater in it for watering your garden and
other plants.
*Turn it over and attach a sheet of plywood to the
bottom of the barrel and use it for an outdoor table.
*Turn it into a compost bin.
*Donate it to your local scrap metal salvager (you
might even get a few dollars for recycling the metal).

ADDRESS

Elk River Curbside Rec.

HOURS
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Currently backyard burning is likely to be the largest
unaddressed source of dioxins. Emissions from this
source can and should be reduced.

SHERBURNE COUNTY AREA RECYCLING DIRECTORY
RECYCLING SITE

Vol. 14, No. 2

In Sherburne County there are several
recyclers who accept electronic waste.
Please call for pricing information and hours
of operation.

NOTICE TO SHERBURNE COUNTY
RESIDENTS
State Wide TV & Computer Monitor
Disposal Ban Took Effect July 1, 2006
Starting July 1, 2006, Minnesota residents
will no longer be able to put televisions and
computer monitors in the trash, according
to this new STATE LAW. Televisions and
computer monitors are hazardous because
they contain up to eight pounds of lead
and can cause an environmental problem
if discarded with regular garbage. Besides
lead, many electronics contain other toxic
materials, such as mercury and cadmium.
If these contaminants get into our rivers,
streams and lakes, they can harm our health
and damage the environment. Minnesotans
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Household Hazardous
Waste Collection in Becker
Almost 300 households took advantage of Sherburne County's
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event. The event was held
on May 20th at Kolbinger Park in Becker. The Household Hazardous
Waste Collection event was set up to allow residents of the County
a chance to remove toxic household waste from their homes or
garages and dispose of that waste for FREE!
Items that were collected included: 16 drums (55gal.) of paint
(latex & oil-based), 4.5 drums of solvent, 2 drums of used oil, 1,352
lbs of ﬂammable liquids, 601 lbs of aerosols, 305 lbs of pesticides,
234 lbs of corrosives, 46 lbs of asbestos, 19 propane cylinders, and
140 ﬂuorescent bulbs.
There are still four more chances to dispose of your Household
Hazardous Waste at collection events this year. On August 8th &
9th a collection event will be held at the County Highway Garage
located in Zimmerman. The event will last both days from 2 p.m.7 p.m. On September 12th & 13th a collection event will be held
behind the American Legion (Post 147) in Big Lake. The event will
last from 2 p.m.-7 p.m. both days.
The Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event is sponsored by
Sherburne County, the Stearns County Mobile Household Hazardous
Waste Unit, and the Minnesota Pollution Control (MPCA).

-B & E Recycling
(763) 441-7211
-Elk River Landﬁll
(763) 441-2464
-Central Appliance Recyclers
(320) 252-3221
In addition, some garbage haulers offer
service for electronic recycling. Ask your
hauler if they provide this service.
Please contact John Exner at (763) 241-2947
or 1-800-438-0578 for more information on
where you can recycle your electronic waste.
Sources:
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
Minnesota Ofﬁce of Environmental
Assistance (MOEA)
GreenGuardian.com

HOW DOES MERCURY GET INTO FISH?
By: Sam Brungardt
To understand how mercury contaminates ﬁsh, consider the mercury cycle. It begins
with mercury being emitted to the atmosphere by sources such as coal-burning power
plants. The mercury washes out of the air with precipitation and comes down on land
and water.
In the mud of lakes, rivers and wetlands live bacteria that convert around 10 percent
of this mercury into methylmercury, an organic compound readily absorbed by the
digestive systems of animals and people (other forms of mercury are not as easily
absorbed by the digestive system).
Microscopic animals in the water ingest the methylmercury as they feed on algae
and bacteria. These tiny creatures are eaten by small ﬁsh, which are eaten in turn by
progressively larger ﬁsh, up the aquatic food chain. At each level, the concentration
of methylmercury in the ﬂesh of ﬁsh increases threefold or more, a process called
“biomagniﬁcation.”
Big ﬁsh not 'keepers' if you want to avoid mercury
As a result, the higher concentrations of methylmercury are found in large predator
ﬁsh, such as walleye, northern pike, and swordﬁsh. Eating these ﬁsh gives a much
higher exposure to mercury than eating small, young predators or pan ﬁsh such as
bluegills or perch.
Consequently, you can eat small ﬁsh more often than large predator ﬁsh. Since
methylmercury is bound to the proteins in the ﬂesh, there’s no method of cleaning or
cooking ﬁsh that can reduce methylmercury.
Methylmercury concentrations in ﬁsh vary widely because of physical, chemical and

biological factors. For example, lakes with a high proportion of wetlands in their
watersheds are more likely to have high mercury concentrations in predator ﬁsh,
because more mercury merhylation takes place in wetlands.
Mercury levels in water and sediments are three to four times higher today than a
century ago. One might expect ﬁsh contamination to be the same. There is evidence
that sulfate-contaminated rain over the last century increased methylmercury, so that
ﬁsh in some lakes were up to 10 times more contaminated than they were prior to
industrialization.
Part of the reason that mercury contamination in ﬁsh is slowly declining in Minnesota
(about 1 percent a year) is that the federal Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990
succeeded in reducing
sulfur emissions by 50
percent nationwide. Mercury
emissions have also declined.
If these trends continue
as expected, so should
the decline of mercury
concentrations in ﬁsh. Find
out more about the mercury
cycle from the government's
U.S. Geological Survey Web
site.
Reprinted with permission
of the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency
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Free Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event for Sherburne County Residents
When:

Tuesday, August 8th & Wednesday, August 9th

When:

Tuesday, September 12th & Wednesday, September 13th

Where:

Zimmerman (County Shop)
12950 7th Ave S., Zimmerman, MN 55398

Where:

Big Lake American Legion (Post 147)
(Back side of building)

Time:

Event will run from 2 PM-7 PM both days.

Time:

Event will run from 2PM-7PM both days.
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Minnesota is Second Best in the Nation in Recycling
State Has Third Highest Number of Curbside Recycling Programs
Minnesota is the second best recycling state in the nation, according to
a national survey.

with about one-third of the nation's paper and plastic going for export.
The nation's number one export by volume is scrap paper.

According to BioCycle (April 2006, Vol. 47, No. 4), in their annual
survey called, "The State of Garbage," Minnesota has the second highest
recycling rate in the nation (43.2%) behind only Oregon (45.2%).

Domestic manufacturers are also clamoring for more material.
Manufacturers that use recycled material as a feedstock employ
about 9,000 people in the state in the paper, plastics, metal, and glass
industries. The industry's total economic activity in the state totals just
under $3 billion.

Minnesota also has the third highest number of curbside recycling
programs (730) behind New York (1,500) and Pennsylvania (974).
Why does Minnesota rank near the top? There are several reasons,
according to the Recycling Association of Minnesota.

H
H
Event located at the Sherburne Cty. Highway Garage, 12950 7th Ave. S.
Directions: From CR 4, go south on 4th St. SW (go past High School),
turn right onto 7th Ave. S.

Directions: The Big Lake American Legion Post 147 is located at the northeast
corner of US Hwy. 10 and CR 43. (Please note: Event will be held on the back
side of the Legion).

ELIGIBILITY: MUST BE A SHERBURNE COUNTY RESIDENT. PRODUCTS MUST BE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE.
ACCEPTABLE ITEMS: PAINTS, SOLVENTS, OIL, FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS, AEROSOLS, PESTICIDES, CORROSIVES (BATTERIES), PROPANE CYLINDERS,
FLUORESCENT LIGHTBULBS, ANTIFREEZE, INSECT REPELLENTS, MERCURY PRODUCTS.
UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS: BUSINESS & FARM WASTES OR SOLID WASTE ITEMS (TIRES, GARBAGE, METALS OR STEEL)
QUESTIONS: PLEASE CALL JOHN EXNER AT 1-800-438-0578 OR 763-241-2947
IT IS ILLEGAL TO DISPOSE OF A NUMBEROF HOUSEHOLD CHMICALS IN YOUR EVERYDAY GARBAGE. THEREFORE, RESIDENTS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS FREE SERVICE! THIS EVENT IS NOT LICENSED TO HANDLE BUSINESS & FARM RELATED
HAZARDOUS WASTE.

•Minnesota charges a Solid Waste Management Tax on garbage but
not on recycling. "That makes garbage more expensive and recycling
more ﬁnancially attractive," reports Paul Gardner, Executive Director
of the association. "Minnesota businesses in particular save millions by
recycling instead of throwing that material away."
•Some of the revenue from the Solid Waste Management Tax (SWMT)
goes to Minnesota's counties to support recycling, composting, and
waste reduction opportunities. Counties are also required to provide
recycling opportunities to state residents. (Additional SWMT revenue
helps to clean up old landﬁlls, and about 20 percent of the revenue
stays in the state's general fund.)
•About seventy ﬁve percent of Minnesota residents have curbside
recycling service. Virtually every community in the seven-county Twin
Cities metro area has curbside collection, along with Sherburne County.
Minnesota set recycling goals of 50 percent in the Twin Cities metro
area and 35 percent in Greater Minnesota. Greater Minnesota has met
that goal and more, while the metro area hovers just under its goal of 50
percent.
Minnesota's recyclables also have value. Global demand for cans,
bottles, paper, cardboard, and other materials has rarely been higher,

Recycling has also given the state many environmental beneﬁts. Since
it takes less energy to make new products from recycled materials, the
state conserved 5.75 million trees in one year. Recycling also reduced
our need to produce enough energy to power 615,000 homes and to
produce greenhouse gas emissions by the equivalent of 2.3 million cars.
"There are also a lot of opportunities to get more material out of
the garbage," Gardner reports. "Several cities like Hutchinson and
Wayzata are showing that you can cost-effectively collect food waste
for composting. In addition, twenty-four percent of our garbage is still
recyclable paper, so we have plenty of work to do."
Minnesota is also one of the nation's biggest waste exporters. The state is
number nine in the country for total garbage exports by weight. (The top
eight waste exporters in order include Maryland, New Jersey, New York,
Missouri, Washington, Massachusetts, North Carolina, and Ohio.)
You can see a complete version of the survey
at http://www.jgpress.com/biocycle.htm.
This article was re-printed with permission
from the Recycling Association of Minnesota.
For more information on recycling, go to
www.recycleminnesota.org or contact the
Sherburne County Zoning Department at
(763)241-2947.

Mandatory Curbside Recycling in Sherburne County
Water Conservation with Septic Systems
The most common cause of septic system failure is excessive water entering the system.
Conserving water will help maintain good performance.
Consider your water use patterns. To achieve complete and uniform waste treatment, the
system needs adequate time to work. Ideally, daily and weekly wastewater should enter
the system as evenly as possible. Every time water is used, it enters the septic tank. An
equal amount of water leaves the tank headed for the drainﬁeld. Large amounts of water
entering the system in short periods of time cause problems.
The average Minnesotan uses from 50 to over 100 gallons of water each day. Most of this
water goes down the drain after bathing, washing clothes and dishes, and ﬂushing the
toilet. Here are some good water-saving ideas:

By the numbers
•Americans use approximately 2.2 billion pounds of pesticides
every year. Research shows that target pests will eventually
develop resistance to these pesticides anyway.
•Seventy-Three different kinds of pesticides have been found in
groundwater, which is potential drinking water.
•Ninety-ﬁve percent of our solid waste is disposed of in almostﬁlled landﬁlls - and one out of every two of those landﬁlls
desperately needs repair so it won’t leak.
•North Americans throw away 2.5 million plastic bottles every
hour.
•In the past 200 years, the United States has lost 50 percent of
its wetlands, 90 percent of its northwestern old-growth forests,
99 percent of its tall grass prairie, and up to 490 species of
native plants and animals.
•Recycling just one ton of newspapers can save 17 trees. If all
the newspapers in the United States were recycled and made
into newspapers again, 500,000 trees a year would be saved.
Source: www.green-networld.com

Conserve water in the bathroom
* Take shorter showers.
* Shutting off the water while brushing teeth and shaving.
* Be sure leaks are repaired quickly.
* Install low-ﬂow showerheads and toilets to cut water use by one-half to two-thirds.
Conserve water in the kitchen
* Always wash full loads in the dishwasher.
* Keep a pitcher of drinking water in the refrigerator.
* Do not allow water to run while washing and rinsing dishes and preparing vegetables.
* Shut off water to water treatment devices when the reservoir is full.
* Repair leaky faucets promptly.
Conserve water in the laundry room
* Wash full loads of clothes.
* If you wash a small load, use a partial-load water-level setting.
* Distribute wash loads throughout the week to reduce impact on your septic system.
* Use front-loading washers or water-saver features on top-loading washers.
Conserve water around the home
* Route water from swimming pools, hot tubs, and tile drains outside of your septic system.
* Water softener recharge water does not need to go in the septic system.
It is never too late to start conserving water and improving the life of your septic system.
For more information on improving the life of your septic system and ways to conserve
water usage, please contact the Sherburne County Zoning Department at: 1-800-438-0578
or 763-241-2947.
Sources:
University of Minnesota Extension Service
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Due to some uncertainties with Mandatory Collection of Recyclables in Sherburne County, I thought this
would be an appropriate time to remind everyone that all licensed garbage haulers in the County are
required to provide curbside recycling to all of their customers.
Last September the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners added Section 7.2 to the Sherburne
County Solid Waste Management Ordinance. Pursuant to Section 7.2 all licensed haulers must provide
recycling services to all residential, commercial, and industrial customers in
Sherburne County. At a minimum, haulers must collect the following: aluminum
and steel, cans, newspaper, clear, brown and green glass, plastics, corrugated
cardboard and ofﬁce paper.
If your recyclables are not being collected by your hauler, please notify the
Sherburne County Zoning Department at 1-800-438-0578 or 763-241-2947.

Did you know?
There is a SIMPLE, CHEAP, and EASY way to save money and have a healthy lawn? It's so easy, anyone can do it! Want to know the secret? MOW
HIGHER! The Minnesota Department of Agriculture recommends a minimum grass length of 2.5 inches (or the width of a one dollar bill). The
Department has also recommended adding an additional 1/2 inch during the summer months when precipitation is scarce.
What does an extra inch or two of grass length matter, you ask? Well, consider the following points:
The plant needs roots as long as the part above ground to support itself with water and nutrients. So longer blades above ground means longer roots
below ground. This allows the plant to reach deeper for water and nutrients during droughts (thereby relieving you of a need to water and fertilize
frequently). Longer grass also shades the soil more so it loses less moisture to evaporation.
Fewer weeds (like crabgrass) will grow because the weed seeds need a certain amount of light to reach them in order to germinate. 'Long' grass= less
weeds= hmmm. Long grass also looks and feels more lush.
Mulching the clippings on the lawn, rather than allowing them to wash into storm drains or raking them up and removing them
completely will also promote healthier lawns because the practice keeps recycling the nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorous) of the
clippings.
The Department of Agriculture has determined that grass clippings from actively growing lawns contain four to ﬁve times the
amount of phosphorus (the limiting agent for algae growth in lakes and streams) as compared to fallen autumn leaves! One
bushel of grass clippings can contain as much as a tenth of a pound of phosphorus which is equal to up to 50 pounds of
algae growth (1 lb. of phosphorus equals 500 lbs. of algae growth in lakes and rivers)!
Source: Clean Water MN and Department of Agriculture

