
PORTIONS OF MN STATUTES 245A  
THAT APPLY TO FAMILY CHILD CARE LICENSING 

as of 9-9-08 
 
245A.10 FEES 
 
Subd. 2. County fees for background studies and licensing inspections.  
 
(a) For purposes of family and group family child care licensing under this chapter, a county agency may charge a 
fee to an applicant or license holder to recover the actual cost of background studies, but in any case not to exceed 
$100 annually. A county agency may also charge a license fee to an applicant or license holder not to exceed $50 
for a one-year license or $100 for a two-year license. 
 
(b) A county agency may charge a fee to a legal nonlicensed child care provider or applicant for authorization to 
recover the actual cost of background studies completed under section 119B.125, but in any case not to exceed 
$100 annually.  
 
(c) Counties may elect to reduce or waive the fees in paragraph (a) or (b): 
    (1) in cases of financial hardship; 
    (2) if the county has a shortage of providers in the county's area; 
    (3) for new providers; or 
    (4) for providers who have attained at least 16 hours of training before seeking initial licensure. 
 
(d) Counties may allow providers to pay the applicant fees in paragraph (a) or (b) on an installment basis for up to 
one year. If the provider is receiving child care assistance payments from the state, the provider may have the fees 
under paragraph (a) or (b) deducted from the child care assistance payments for up to one year and the state shall 
reimburse the county for the county fees collected in this manner. 
 
(e) For purposes of adult foster care and child foster care licensing under this chapter, a county agency may charge 
a fee to a corporate applicant or corporate license holder to recover the actual cost of background studies. A county 
agency may also charge a fee to a corporate applicant or corporate license holder to recover the actual cost of 
licensing inspections, not to exceed $500 annually. 
 
(f) Counties may elect to reduce or waive the fees in paragraph (e) under the following circumstances:  
    (1) in cases of financial hardship;  
    (2) if the county has a shortage of providers in the county's area; or 
    (3) for new providers. 
 
245A.14 SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR NONRESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS (POOLS) 
 
 Subd. 10. Portable wading pools; family day care and group family day care providers. 
 
A portable wading pool as defined in section 144.1222 may not be used by a child at a family day care or group 
family day care home or at a home at which child care services are provided under section 245A.03, subdivision 2, 
clause (2), unless the parent or legal guardian of the child has provided written consent. The written consent shall 
include a statement that the parent or legal guardian has received and read material provided by the Department of 
Health to the Department of Human Services for distribution to all family day care or group family day care homes 
and the general public on the human services Internet Web site related to the risk of disease transmission as well as 
other health risks associated with the use of portable wading pools.  
 
Subd. 11. Swimming pools; family day care and group family day care providers.  
 
(a) This subdivision governs swimming pools located at family day care or group family day care homes licensed 
under Minnesota Rules, chapter 9502. This subdivision does not apply to portable wading pools or whirlpools 
located at family day care or group family day care homes licensed under Minnesota Rules, chapter 9502. For a 
provider to be eligible to allow a child cared for at the family day care or group family day care home to use the 



swimming pool located at the home, the provider must not have had a licensing sanction under section 245A.07 or a 
correction order or conditional license under section 245A.06 relating to the supervision or health and safety of 
children during the prior 24 months, and must satisfy the following requirements:  
 
    (1) notify the county agency before initial use of the swimming pool and annually, thereafter; 
    (2) obtain written consent from a child's parent or legal guardian allowing the child to use the swimming pool 
and renew the parent or legal guardian's written consent at least annually.  The written consent must include a 
statement that the parent or legal guardian has received and read materials provided by the Department of Health to 
the Department of Human Services for distribution to all family day care or group family day care homes and the 
general public on the human services Internet Web site related to the risk of disease transmission as well as other 
health risks associated with swimming pools. The written consent must also include a statement that the 
Department of Health, Department of Human Services, and county agency will not  
monitor or inspect the provider's swimming pool to ensure compliance with the requirements in this subdivision; 
    (3) enter into a written contract with a child's parent or legal guardian and renew the written contract annually. 
The terms of the written contract must specify that the provider agrees to perform all of the requirements in this 
subdivision; 
    (4) attend and successfully complete a swimming pool operator training course once every five years. Acceptable 
training courses are: 
        (i) the National Swimming Pool Foundation Certified Pool Operator course; 
        (ii) the National Spa and Pool Institute Tech I and Tech II courses (both required); or 
        (iii) the National Recreation and Park Association Aquatic Facility Operator course; 
    (5) require a caregiver trained in first aid and adult and child cardiopulmonary resuscitation to supervise and be 
present at the swimming pool with any children in the pool; 
    (6) toilet all potty-trained children before they enter the swimming pool; 
    (7) require all children who are not potty-trained to wear swim diapers while in the swimming pool; 
    (8) if fecal material enters the swimming pool water, add three times the normal shock treatment to the pool 
water to raise the chlorine level to at least 20 parts per million, and close the pool to swimming for the 24 hours 
following the entrance of fecal material into the water or until the water pH and disinfectant concentration levels 
have returned to the standards specified in clause (10), whichever is later; 
    (9) prevent any person from entering the swimming pool who has an open wound or any person who has or is 
suspected of having a communicable disease; 
    (10) maintain the swimming pool water at a pH of not less than 7.2 and not more than 8.0, maintain the 
disinfectant concentration between two and five parts per million for chlorine or between 2.3 and 4.5 parts per 
million for bromine, and maintain a daily record of the swimming pool's operation with pH and disinfectant 
concentration readings on days when children cared for at the family day care or group family day care home are 
present; 
    (11) have a disinfectant feeder or feeders; 
    (12) have a recirculation system that will clarify and disinfect the swimming pool volume of water in ten hours 
or less; 
    (13) maintain the swimming pool's water clarity so that an object on the pool floor at the pool's deepest point is 
easily visible; 
    (14) have two or more suction lines in the swimming pool; 
    (15) have in place and enforce written safety rules and swimming pool policies; 
    (16) have in place at all times a safety rope that divides the shallow and deep portions of the swimming pool; 
    (17) satisfy any existing local ordinances regarding swimming pool installation, decks, and fencing; 
    (18) maintain a water temperature of not more than 104 degrees Fahrenheit and not less than 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit; and 
    (19) for lifesaving equipment, have a United States Coast Guard-approved life ring attached to a rope, an exit 
ladder, and a shepherd's hook available at all times to the caregiver supervising the swimming pool. 
The requirements of clauses (5), (16), and (18) only apply at times when children cared for at the family day care or 
group family day care home are present. 
 
(b) A violation of paragraph (a), clauses (1) to (3), is grounds for a sanction under section 245A.07 or a correction 
order or conditional license under section 245A.06.  
 



(c) If a provider under this subdivision receives a licensing sanction under section 245A.07 or a correction order or 
a conditional license under section 245A.06 relating to the supervision or health and safety of children, the provider 
is prohibited from allowing a child cared for at the family day care or group family day care home to continue to 
use the swimming pool located at the home. 
 
245A.1435 REDUCTION OF RISK OF SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME IN LICENSED 
PROGRAMS. 
 
When a license holder is placing an infant to sleep, the license holder must place the infant on the infant's back, 
unless the license holder has documentation from the infant's parent directing an alternative sleeping position for 
the infant, and must place the infant in a crib with a firm mattress. The license holder must not place pillows, quilts, 
comforters, sheepskin, pillow-like stuffed toys, or other soft products in the crib with the infant. Licensed child care 
providers must meet the crib requirements under section 245A.146. 
 
245A.1445 DANGERS OF SHAKING INFANTS AND YOUNG CHILDREN. 
 
The commissioner shall make available for viewing by all legal nonlicensed child care providers a video 
presentation on the dangers associated with shaking infants and young children. Legal nonlicensed child care 
providers may participate at their option in a video presentation session offered under this section. The 
commissioner shall provide to child care providers and interested individuals, at cost, copies of a video approved by 
the commissioner of health under section 144.574 on the dangers associated with shaking infants and young 
children. 
 
245A.145 CHILD CARE PROGRAM REPORTING NOTIFICATION. 
 
Subdivision 1. Policies and procedures.  
 
(a) All licensed child care providers must develop policies and procedures for reporting suspected child 
maltreatment that fulfill the requirements in section 626.556 and must develop policies and procedures for reporting 
complaints about the operation of a child care program. The policies and procedures must include the telephone 
numbers of the local county child protection agency for reporting suspected maltreatment; the county licensing 
agency for family and group family child care providers; and the state licensing agency for child care centers. 
 
(b) The policies and procedures required in paragraph (a) must: 
    (1) be provided to the parents of all children at the time of enrollment in the child care program; and 
    (2) be made available upon request. 
 
Subd. 2. Licensing agency phone number displayed.  
 
By July 1, 2002, a new or renewed child care license must include a statement that informs parents who have 
concerns about their child's care that they may call the licensing agency. The commissioner shall print the 
telephone number for the licensing agency in bold and large font on the license issued to child care providers. 
 
245A.146 CRIB SAFETY REQUIREMENTS. 
 
Subdivision 1. Consumer product safety Web link. The commissioner shall maintain a link from the licensing 
division Web site to the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission Web site that addresses crib safety 
information. 
 
Subd. 2. Documentation requirement for license holders.  
 
(a) Effective January 1, 2006, all licensed child care providers must maintain the following documentation for 
every crib used by or that is accessible to any child in care: 
    (1) the crib's brand name; and 
    (2) the crib's model number. 
(b) Any crib for which the license holder does not have the documentation required under paragraph (a) must not be 



used by or be accessible to children in care. 
 
Subd. 3. License holder documentation of cribs.  
 
(a) Annually, from the date printed on the license, all license holders shall check all their cribs' brand names and 
model numbers against the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission Web site listing of unsafe cribs. 
 
(b) The license holder shall maintain written documentation to be reviewed on site for each crib showing that the 
review required in paragraph (a) has been completed, and which of the following conditions applies: 
    (1) the crib was not identified as unsafe on the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission Web site; 
    (2) the crib was identified as unsafe on the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission Web site, but the 
license holder has taken the action directed by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission to make the 
crib safe; or 
   (3) the crib was identified as unsafe on the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission Web site, and the 
license holder has removed the crib so that it is no longer used by or accessible to children in care. 
 
(c) Documentation of the review completed under this subdivision shall be maintained by the license holder on site 
and made available to parents of children in care and the commissioner. 
 
(d) Notwithstanding Minnesota Rules, part 9502.0425, a family child care provider that complies with this section 
may use a mesh-sided playpen or crib that has not been identified as unsafe on the United States Consumer Product 
Safety Commission Web site for the care or sleeping of infants. 
 
Subd. 4. Crib safety standards and inspection.  
 
(a) On at least a monthly basis, the license holder shall perform safety inspections of every crib used by or that is 
accessible to any child in care, and must document the following: 
    (1) no corner posts extend more than 1/16 of an inch; 
    (2) no spaces between side slats exceed 2.375 inches; 
    (3) no mattress supports can be easily dislodged from any point of the crib; 
    (4) no cutout designs are present on end panels; 
    (5) no heights of the rail and end panel are less than 26 inches when measured from the top of the rail or panel in 
the highest position to the top of the mattress support in its lowest position; 
    (6) no heights of the rail and end panel are less than nine inches when measured from the top of the rail or panel 
in its lowest position to the top of the mattress support in its highest position; 
    (7) no screws, bolts, or hardware are loose or not secured, and there is no use of woodscrews in components that 
are designed to be assembled and disassembled by the crib owner; 
    (8) no sharp edges, points, or rough surfaces are present; 
    (9) no wood surfaces are rough, splintered, split, or cracked; 
    (10) no tears in mesh of fabric sides in non-full-size cribs; 
    (11) no mattress pads in non-full-size mesh or fabric cribs exceed one inch; and 
    (12) no unacceptable gaps between the mattress and any sides of the crib are present as follows: 
        (i) when the noncompressed mattress is centered in the non-full-size crib, at any of the adjustable mattress 
support positions, the gap between the perimeter of the mattress and the perimeter of the crib cannot be greater than 
one-half inch at any point. When the mattress is placed against the perimeter of the crib, the resulting gap cannot be 
greater than one inch at any point; and 
        (ii) when the noncompressed mattress is centered in the full-size crib, at any of the adjustable mattress support 
positions, the gap between the perimeter of the mattress and the perimeter of the crib cannot be greater than 11/16 
inch at any point. When the mattress is placed against the perimeter of the crib, the resulting gap cannot be greater 
than 1-3/8 inch at any point. 
 
(b) Upon discovery of any unsafe condition identified by the license holder during the safety inspection required 
under paragraph (a), the license holder shall immediately remove the crib from use and ensure that the crib is not 
accessible to children in care, and as soon as practicable, but not more than two business days after the inspection, 
remove the crib from the area where child care services are routinely provided for necessary repairs or to destroy 
the crib. 
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(c) Documentation of the inspections and actions taken with unsafe cribs required in paragraphs (a) and (b) shall be 
maintained on site by the license holder and made available to parents of children in care and the commissioner. 
 
Subd. 5. Commissioner inspection.  
 
During routine licensing inspections, and when investigating complaints regarding alleged violations of this 
section, the commissioner shall review the provider's documentation required under subdivisions 3 and 4. 
 
Subd. 6. Failure to comply.  
 
The commissioner may issue a licensing action under section 245A.06 or 245A.07 if a license holder fails to 
comply with the requirements of this section. 
 
245A.18 CHILD PASSENGER RESTRAINT SYSTEMS. 
Subdivision 1. Seat belt use.  
 
A license holder must comply with all seat belt and child passenger restraint system requirements under section 
169.685. 
 
Subd. 2. Child passenger restraint systems; training requirement.  
 
(a) Programs licensed by the Department of Human Services under Minnesota Rules, chapter 2960, that serve a 
child or children under nine years of age must document training that fulfills the requirements in this subdivision. 
 
(b) Before a license holder, staff person, or caregiver transports a child or children under age nine in a motor 
vehicle, the person transporting the child must satisfactorily complete training on the proper use and installation of 
child restraint systems in motor vehicles. Training completed under this section may be used to meet initial or 
ongoing training under Minnesota Rules, part 2960.3070, subparts 1 and 2.  For all providers licensed prior to July 
1, 2006, the training required in this subdivision must be obtained by December 31, 2007. 
 
(c) Training required under this section must be at least one hour in length, completed at orientation or initial 
training, and repeated at least once every five years. At a minimum, the training must address the proper use of 
child restraint systems based on the child's size, weight, and age, and the proper installation of a car seat or booster 
seat in the motor vehicle used by the license holder to transport the child or children. 
 
(d) Training under paragraph (c) must be provided by individuals who are certified and approved by the Department 
of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety. License holders may obtain a list of certified and approved trainers 
through the Department of Public Safety Web site or by contacting the agency. 
 
(e) Child care providers that only transport school age children as defined in section 245A.02, subdivision 16, in 
school buses as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 6, clauses (1) to (4), are exempt from this subdivision. 
 
245A.50 FAMILY CHILD CARE TRAINING REQUIREMENTS. 
 
Subdivision 1. Initial training.  
 
(a) License holders, caregivers, and substitutes must comply with the training requirements in this section. 
 
(b) Helpers who assist with care on a regular basis must complete six hours of training within one year after the 
date of initial employment. 
 
Subd. 2. Child growth and development training.  
 
(a) For purposes of family and group family child care, the license holder and each adult caregiver who provides 
care in the licensed setting for more than 30 days in any 12-month period shall complete and document at least two 
hours of child growth and development training within the first year of licensure. For purposes of this subdivision, 
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"child growth and development training" means training in understanding how children acquire language and 
develop physically, cognitively, emotionally, and socially. 
 
(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), individuals are exempt from this requirement if they: 
    (1) have taken a three-credit course on early childhood development within the past five years; 
    (2) have received a baccalaureate or master's degree in early childhood education or school-age child care within 
the past five years; 
    (3) are licensed in Minnesota as a prekindergarten teacher, an early childhood educator, a kindergarten to grade 6 
teacher with a prekindergarten specialty, an early childhood special education teacher, or an elementary teacher 
with a kindergarten endorsement; or 
    (4) have received a baccalaureate degree with a Montessori certificate within the past five years. 
 
Subd. 3. First aid.  
 
(a) When children are present in a family child care home governed by Minnesota Rules, parts 9502.0315 to 
9502.0445, at least one staff person must be present in the home who has been trained in first aid. The first aid 
training must have been provided by an individual approved to provide first aid instruction. First aid training may 
be less than eight hours and persons qualified to provide first aid training include individuals approved as first aid 
instructors. 
 
(b) A family child care provider is exempt from the first aid training requirements under this subdivision related to 
any substitute caregiver who provides less than 30 hours of care during any 12-month period. 
 
(c) Video training reviewed and approved by the county licensing agency satisfies the training requirement of this 
subdivision. 
 
Subd. 4. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation.  
 
(a) When children are present in a family child care home governed by Minnesota Rules, parts 9502.0315 to 
9502.0445, at least one staff person must be present in the home who has been trained in cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and in the treatment of obstructed airways. The CPR training must have been provided by an 
individual approved to provide CPR instruction, must be repeated at least once every three years, and must be 
documented in the staff person's records. 
 
(b) A family child care provider is exempt from the CPR training requirement in this subdivision related to any 
substitute caregiver who provides less than 30 hours of care during any 12-month period. 
 
(c) Video training reviewed and approved by the county licensing agency satisfies the training requirement of this 
subdivision. 
 
Subd. 5. Sudden infant death syndrome and shaken baby syndrome training.  
 
(a) License holders must document that before staff persons, caregivers, and helpers assist in the care of infants, 
they are instructed on the standards in section 245A.1435 and receive training on reducing the risk of sudden infant 
death syndrome and shaken baby syndrome. The training in this subdivision may be provided as initial training 
under subdivision 1 or ongoing training under subdivision 7. 
 
(b) Training required under this subdivision must be at least one hour in length and must be completed at least once 
every five years. At a minimum, the training must address the risk factors related to sudden infant death syndrome 
and shaken baby syndrome, means of reducing the risk of sudden infant death syndrome and shaken baby syndrome 
in child care, and license holder communication with parents regarding reducing the risk of sudden infant death 
syndrome and shaken baby syndrome. 
 
(c) Training for family and group family child care providers must be approved by the county licensing agency. 
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(d) The commissioner shall make available for viewing by all licensed child care providers a video presentation on 
the dangers associated with shaking infants and young children. The video presentation shall be part of the initial 
and ongoing training of licensed child care providers. The commissioner shall provide to child care providers and 
interested individuals, at cost, copies of a video approved by the commissioner of health under section 144.574 on 
the dangers associated with shaking infants and young children. 
 
Subd. 6. Child passenger restraint systems; training requirement.  
 
(a) A license holder must comply with all seat belt and child passenger restraint system requirements under section 
169.685. 
 
(b) Family and group family child care programs licensed by the Department of Human Services that serve a child 
or children under nine years of age must document training that fulfills the requirements in this subdivision. 
    (1) Before a license holder, staff person, caregiver, or helper transports a child or children under age nine in a 
motor vehicle, the person placing the child or children in a passenger restraint must satisfactorily complete training 
on the proper use and installation of child restraint systems in motor vehicles. Training completed under this 
subdivision may be used to meet initial training under subdivision 1 or ongoing training under subdivision 7. 
    (2) Training required under this subdivision must be at least one hour in length, completed at initial training, and 
repeated at least once every five years. At a minimum, the training must address the proper use of child restraint 
systems based on the child's size, weight, and age, and the proper installation of a car seat or booster seat in the 
motor vehicle used by the license holder to transport the child or children. 
    (3) Training under this subdivision must be provided by individuals who are certified and approved by the 
Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety. License holders may obtain a list of certified and approved 
trainers through the Department of Public Safety Web site or by contacting the agency. 
 
(c) Child care providers that only transport school-age children as defined in section 245A.02, subdivision 19, 
paragraph (f), in child care buses as defined in section 169.448, subdivision 1, paragraph (e), are exempt from this 
subdivision. 
 
Subd. 7. Training requirements for family and group family child care.  
 
For purposes of family and group family child care, the license holder and each primary caregiver must complete 
eight hours of training each year. For purposes of this subdivision, a primary caregiver is an adult caregiver who 
provides services in the licensed setting for more than 30 days in any 12-month period. Ongoing training subjects 
must be selected from the following areas: 
    (1) "child growth and development training" has the meaning given in subdivision 2, paragraph (a); 
    (2) "learning environment and curriculum" includes training in establishing an environment and providing 
activities that provide learning experiences to meet each child's needs, capabilities, and interests; 
    (3) "assessment and planning for individual needs" includes training in observing and assessing what children 
know and can do in order to provide curriculum and instruction that addresses their developmental and learning 
needs, including children with special needs and bilingual children or children for whom English is not their 
primary language; 
    (4) "interactions with children" includes training in establishing supportive relationships with children, guiding 
them as individuals and as part of a group; 
    (5) "families and communities" includes training in working collaboratively with families and agencies or 
organizations to meet children's needs and to encourage the community's involvement; 
    (6) "health, safety, and nutrition" includes training in establishing and maintaining an environment that ensures 
children's health, safety, and nourishment, including child abuse, maltreatment, prevention, and reporting; home 
and fire safety; child injury prevention; communicable disease prevention and control; first aid; and CPR; and 
    (7) "program planning and evaluation" includes training in establishing, implementing, evaluating, and 
enhancing program operations. 
 
Subd. 8. Other required training requirements.  
 
(a) The training required of family and group family child care providers and staff must include training in the 
cultural dynamics of early childhood development and child care. The cultural dynamics and disabilities training 



and skills development of child care providers must be designed to achieve outcomes for providers of child care 
that include, but are not limited to: 
    (1) an understanding and support of the importance of culture and differences in ability in children's identity 
development; 
    (2) understanding the importance of awareness of cultural differences and similarities in working with children 
and their families; 
    (3) understanding and support of the needs of families and children with differences in ability; 
    (4) developing skills to help children develop unbiased attitudes about cultural differences and differences in 
ability; 
    (5) developing skills in culturally appropriate caregiving; and 
    (6) developing skills in appropriate caregiving for children of different abilities. 
    The commissioner shall approve the curriculum for cultural dynamics and disability training. 
 
(b) The provider must meet the training requirement in section 245A.14, subdivision 11, paragraph (a), clause (4), 
to be eligible to allow a child cared for at the family child care or group family child care home to use the 
swimming pool located at the home. 
 
 
 


